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92 Franklin Street

ERIE COUNTY LLEGISLATURE
‘ Buffalo, New York 14202

September 15, 2011

Rarbara Miller-Williams, Chairwoman
Erie County Legislature

82 Franklin Street, 4™ Floor

Buffalo, N.Y. 14202

RE: Cuitural Grant 1o Grayeliff Consarvancy

Dear Chairwoman Miller-Williams:

You have asked me to look into the proposed cultural grant to the Graycliff Conservancy and
address the issue of the Constitutional prohibition against the gifting of public funds. This grant, as
does many others, concerns the issuance of public funds to a private entity for cuitural affairs.

~ While it is true, there is a Constitutional prohihition of the gifting of public funds (Article Vil,
Section 8 of the New York Constitution}; thare are a number of exceptions to this rule,

Among the exceptions to this rule is General Municipal Law, Section 119-aa which encourages
countias to preserve, restore gnd maintain the historical, architectural 2nd cultural environment in the
spirit of stewardship and trusteeship for future generations.

Similar legislative findings are contained in Section 14.01 of the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law and Section 3.01 of the Arts and Cultural Afajrs Law which also encourage the use and
canservation of historic and cultural buildings and fands.

in summary, | believe that this proposed grant would not violate the Constitutional provision
against the gifting of public funds.

Sincerely;

Shawn P. Martin
Majority Counsel
Erie County Legislature
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