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February 3, 2012 

2012 Erie County Cultural Funding Al location 
Big Orbit Gallery 

Attachments: FYI2 Organization Budget 
Budget breakdown of expense attributed to Erie County 

Big Orbit Gallery will use its Erie County cultural funding for general operating support. For 2012 Erie 
County Cultural funds will be used to cover in part personnel costs, rent, and util ities. By helping to 
offset Big Orbit 's core expenses, Erie County funding will have a major impact on all of the gallery's 
programs. 

Big Orbit Gallery is an artist run not-for-profit cultural center dedicated to transcultural , multidiscipli nary 
explorations of contemporary art issues, with its primary focus being the art and artists of New Western 
New York. Through programming that ranges from painting to performance art, architectural 
installations to li ve sound sculpture, Big Orbit extends the legacy of cultural artistic innovation 
hi storically associated with Buffalo, thereby providing a basis for the creation of new boundary pushing 
work. Big Orbit Gallery ' s main purpose is to promote contemporary art in a ll media by artists associated 
with the Western New York region. The gallery encourages under-represented, emerging and established 
artist in the community through solo exhibition opportunities, performances, and curated group exhibits 
promoting social awareness . Big Orbit assists in promoting new ideas and issues in art, and seeks to raise 
the awareness of the community to the arts developing in Western New York. The gallery promotes 
many artistic disciplines, including the visual, non-visual, literary, media and performance arts. Big Orbit 
Gallery places emphasis on those artists who are traditionally underrepresented in the arts. 

Erie County funding also provides Big Orbit with a base of General Operating Support that is essential in 
leveraging moni es from publ ic and private sources to fund a ll of the gallery's varied programming. We 
use Erie County cultural funding to match important state grants and many local foundations and granting 
sources use Erie County cultural fundin g as a measuring device in determ ining an organization' s abi lity 
and val ue to the community at large. 

Another important aspect of Erie County funding has always been its reliability as a budget anchor­
funds that can be counted on and from around which yearly budgets can begin to be constructed. 
Combined with NYSCA general operating support, Erie County funds make up a substantial portion of 
Big Orbit's budget allowing a large percentage of earned income and private sector support to go directly 
to programming and services. 
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Erie County Cultural Fund ing Allotment 
Big Orbit Gallery 
Expense Breakdown 

According to the County Budget Al location for Big Orbit Gallery for 2011 
Big Orbit Gallery will be receiving $17,142. 

These funds will be used to offset Personnel Costs and Space Rental and Utilities. 

Expenses: 

50% oftotal 201 2 personnel budget line of$23,075 
50% oftotal20 12 facil ity rental line of$4,500 
62% oftotal2012 faci lity rental line of$5,400 

Total FY12 

Total 2012 Erie County Cultural Funding Allotment 

$11,537.50 
$ 2,250.00 
$ 3,354.50 

$17,142.00 

$17,142.00 
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