MARK C. POLONCARZ
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

GALE R. BURSTEIN, MD, MPH
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH

August 16, 2013

Dear Board of Health Member:

The next Board of Health meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 17, 2013
at 3:30 P.M. The meeting will be held in Room 904 of the Rath Building, 95 Franklin
Street, Buffalo, New York.

The minutes from May 21 meeting and an agenda for the September meeting are
enclosed for your review.

Please make every effort to attend the meeting. If you are unable to attend, notify
my office at 858-7226. Thank you.

Sincerely,

r{;}ﬁ/ﬁz

s Hoddick, D.D.S.,
President, BOH

Encl.
JH/mac
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ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
ROOM 904 RATH BUILDING

SEPTEMBER 17. 2013

AGENDA

. Review of Minutes from May 21, 2013 meeting
Food Policy Council |

1500 Broadway Clinic

West Nile Update

. Public Health Accreditation

. Old Business
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PRESENT:

EXCUSED:
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ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEAL TH MEETING
MINUTES

MAY 21, 2013

James Hoddick, D.D.S.

Carolyn Montgomery, PhD, NP-C

Maureen Montgomery, M.D.

Dennis Galluzzo, R.P.H.

Nathaniel Webster, M.D.

Paul Henderson, Clerk Health & Human Services Committee for
Lynn Marinelli, Erie County Legislator

Krista Van Wagner, Curly’s Bar & Grill

Matthew Dunaif, D.V.M.
Gail Polanski, RN, BSN

ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH

Gale Burstein, M.D., Commissioner of Health
Cheryll Moore, Medical Care Administrator

GUEST
Sean Mulligan, Councilman Rivera’s Office for Food Policy Council

FOOD POLICY COUNCIL

Cheryll Moore said that she had spoken to Greg Kammer, the Health
Department’s Attorney regarding the Food Policy Council. Mr. Kammer told her
that there were three options for creating one. The County Executive could create
a Food Policy Council where he would appoint all members. It would be a free
standing legal body, not affiliated with anything in the County. The second
option would be the Legislature could create a Food Policy Council. All members
would be appointed by members of the Legislature. The third method would be
the Board of Health creating a subcommittee of the Food Policy Council. The
Food Policy Council steering committee could offer recommendations to the
BOH members. The members could in turn review them, have some input on
them, and also have a member of the BOH on the subcommittee and be the liaison
between the two.

Sean Mulligan said that the Food Policy Council had come up with specific
recommendations for the composition of the council. It would be a seventeen
member council; five of the seats would be government representatives so that we
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would try to get representation from municipalities, applicable county
departments of Health and Environment and Planning. The Agriculture and
Farmland Protection Board. Five from the food system, a farmer, a retailor,
someone who works in reuse or waste, distributor, wholesale. Seven other seats
would be made up of consumers. Representatives of institutions, schools,
correctional facilities, a minority, representing a wide diverse population. Mr.
Mulligan went on to say that they have a good group of people on the steering
committee who make up most of this amount. Throughout the process we try to
get them to buy into the first council if the BOH agrees with this. Some
appointments and applications can be straight appointed and others would be open
to an application process. If someone wanted to join the council they could apply
to the current council; so that it would not just be an appointment process or not
just relied upon volunteers. Carolyn Montgomery asked who you would be
relying upon for appointments. Mr. Mulligan said that if they could get most of
the people who are on the steering committee to continue on that they would bring
in the remaining slots. Then there would be staggered term limits, so there would
always be a significant portion on the council that would be current, and also
appoint and fill seats. The terms would be two and three years. As part of the
healthy kids healthy communities grant that is being administered by Buffalo
Niagara medical Campus, there is some funding there for a staff member for the
council until the end of the year. We can work this out so there will be in addition
to members on the council, members to staff and coordinate things.

Cheryll Moore said that the Health Dept. is looking at decreasing
sodium use in the community by applying for the Sodium Reduction in the
Community grant. This is a CDC grant with funding provided by Healthy
Choices. The Health Dept. was approved but not funded for this grant previously.
We are attempting to go after it again. The person that is coordinating could also
work part time on the Food Policy Council. One of the things being looked at for
the sodium grant is changes in policy. Local food sourcing mechanisms, working
with selected stores with local food sourcing to get fresh fruits and vegetables for
some different creative ideas. We will be asking the Board of Health for a letter
of support in applying for the grant. This will be another way sustainability wise
of keeping a paid person onboard to continue to move things along.

Krista Van Wagner commented that they are trying to do a farmer’s market in
Lackawanna which would be local food sourcing. Sean Mulligan said that they
are starting to build relationships with corner stores such as a healthy corner store
program. There is funding available through Empire State development. They
are starting to realize that the best way to get better access is not through
necessarily super markets, but working through the existing infrastructure
particularly on a smaller scale using corner stores. There has been a lot of work
done on healthy corner stores.

Dr. Burstein asked what the timeline would be for recruiting members. Mr.
Mulligan responded that ideally they would like to have the first meeting this
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summer. There were fifteen members on the steering committee, ten of them will
stay on then we will have to find seven others. A meeting could be scheduled in
July. He also asked if anyone had any ideas for members.

Carolyn Montgomery updated Dr. Hoddick that the Food Policy Council could
be a subcommittee under the Board of Health. This would not require any other
legal process. Krista Van Wagner will be appointed chairman. Ms. Montgomery
motioned that the Food Council will be a subcommittee under the BOH, and that
Ms. Van Wagner be our chairperson. Dennis Galluzzo seconded the motion. No
one was opposed the motion was carried unanimously.

REVIEW OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 22, 2013 MEETING

Dr. Hoddick asked if anyone had any changes to the January 22 Minutes. No
one had any objections. The minutes were approved as written

BOARD MEMBERS TENURE

Dr. Hoddick brought up the issue of terms of five of the current Board
members expiring at the end of the year. Ms. Crosby contacted those members to
ask if they were interested in being reappointed. Dr. Hoddick indicated that he
was willing to be reappointed, as were Dr. Dunaif, Dr. Maureen Montgomery and
Dr. Webster. Gail Polanski responded that because of her travel related
employment duties she is unable to be reappointed. Ms. Polanski is the
representative of the City of Lackawanna. The County Executive has been made
aware of this vacancy. We have received a letter of recommendation from Mayor
Ronald Pilozzi on behalf of Dr. Hoddick, who is the representative of the City of
Tonawanda. We will attempt to have this matter resolved before the end of the
year.

BIRD FLU/E COLI OUT BREAK

Dr. Burstein distributed handouts to the Board members regarding Avian flu as
well as E Coli. She went on to say that the Avian flu strain H7NO the first case
was identified internationally by the WHO back in April. There have been
sporadic cases reported in China. The number of cases have recently been
dropping off. As of May 10" there were 131 confirmed cases and 32 deaths.
There have been no cases detected in the United States, or anywhere outside of
China. 54 people with flu-like symptoms in the US were tested after travel to
China; all were negative for the HTN9. Most of the reported cases of the H7TN9
have actually had very serious illness resulting in the 32 deaths. There are also
milder and asymptomatic cases. It is believed now that there is no sustained
person to person contact. This is by report from the Chinese health officials.
CDC is trying to develop a vaccine that we could use in the event of an outbreak.
Anyone experiencing flu like symptoms after travel to China should be reported
to their local Health Dept. There is a new test that the CDC has developed. We
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are getting it here in Erie County, We are part of the Laboratory Response
Network.

A total of 35 people have been affected by the E Coli 0121. This has been
reported in 19 states including New York State where one person from Erie
County was diagnosed. It is believed that people contracted the illness between
December 30™ of last year to April 15® of this year. Most of the people were 21
and under. This is what we expect to see with this type of E-Coli strains. About
1/3 of them have been hospitalized, two people have developed very serious renal
symptoms; however no one has died. CDC and State public health officials are
interviewing people who are ill to try to figure out where the exposure came from.
Right now Farm Rich brand frozen food products are probably a source of illness
for this outbreak.

Everyone who was interviewed who became ill reported consuming frozen
food products. 2/3 of them reported consuming the Farm Rich Brand. This strain
has been identified in two different Farm Rich brand frozen food products
collected at the home of the two ill persons; one in Texas and one in New York.
The problem is that the bags had already been opened, so that it is not known if
the contamination was from the sick person after they were infected or if the
contamination was from the frozen food product itself. There are still ongoing
investigations about that. In the beginning of April Rich Products expanded its
recall to include all Farm Rich, Market Day, and Schwan’s brand food products
that were made in its Waycross, Georgia plant between July 1* 2011 and March
29, 2013 because of possible contamination. Recalls on products that had the best
buy dates ranging from January 1, 2013 to January 29, 2014. The US Dept. of
Agriculture Food Safety inspection service and the US Food Drug and
Administration are conducting investigations to determine the source of the
product contamination. Specific frozen food products might be linked to this out
break. Everything is currently under investigation.

Dr. Hoddick asked if any cultures were taken from the plant in Georgia
that is now closed where it was originally suspected, to which Dr. Burstein
responded that she had not heard if any positive cultures were obtained. She was
unsure of what could specifically be said due to legal issues.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACCREDITATION

Dr. Burstein told the group that there is a Public Health Accreditation Board
which is the accrediting board for Health Depts. The CDC is encouraging all
State and local health depts. to become accredited. In New York State,
Livingston County was accredited this spring. It has been determined that the
process requires much work, but that it is a culture changing and worthwhile. We
are starting the process working through a contract from the UB School of Public
Health working with a contractor to develop a mission statement and objectives.
We have also been receiving training to do quality improvement initiatives
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throughout the health department. We are looking at all of our policy and
procedures and making sure that quality standards are in place for everything.
The accreditation is currently voluntary but we think that it will eventually
become mandatory. There are financial resources available to help with the
process. We are getting funding to support our strategic plan and objectives. It
is anticipated that this will help improve our quality, efficiency of our
organization, and the services that we deliver.

There was training with our program leaders who do QI in NYC, and the
Aids Institute in New York City came in to do training. They gave us general QI
principles and are returning on July 17" to do a follow-up. Dr. Burstein went on
to say this will help us to become more of a robust health department in terms of
our operations. This will also help us to become better at what we do; and to also
help us to standardize policies and procedures in an informed way to improve
quality. She will share with the board the strategic plan and mission statement to
make sure that it is acceptable.

OLD BUSINESS

Dr. Hoddick told the members that he had received an update that the HIV
oral screenings are up and running at the School of Dental Medicine It has been
offered to 650 people, 540 have accepted it. They hope to have over 1,000
offered by the end of the summer. The acceptance rate is 83%, and there have
been no positive results so far. The people that have declined primarily are the
folks over seventy years of age. Others have had screenings within the past year.
It is a good pilot study that will also be done at Stony Brook and Columbia. NYU
is doing it, and it is up and running state wide.

Dr. Hoddick also reiterated to the Board to submit the Code of Ethics form.

Dr. Webster asked if we had received a report from the NYSDEC
regarding fracking. Dr. Hoddick said that it has not been received as of yet.

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, September 17, 2013. The
meeting was then adjourned.
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