A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATOR MILLS

Re: Increase Use of Solar Energy in Erie County

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature recognizes that energy from renewable sources,
such as solar, wind and hydro, generally is viewed as more environmentally friendly than power
generated from sources that take thousands of years to renew; and

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature also views energy self-sufficiency as more
preferable to dependency on foreign energy sources; and

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature recognizes the opportunity to promote domestic
technological innovation and industrial growth by encouraging the utilization of renewable
energy sources; and

WHEREAS, New York State has amended the tax law, in relation to exempting the sale
and installation of commercial solar energy systems equipment from state sales and
compensating use taxes and granting municipalities the opportunity to enact such exemption
from their sales and compensating use taxes; and

WHEREAS, this Legislature desires to encourage the purchase and installation of such
commercial solar energy systems equipment in order to promote the use of renewable energy
sources and decreased reliance on fossil fuels in an effort to protect the environment; and

WHEREAS, this Legislature wishes to explore the effectiveness and fiscal implications
of the local sales and compensating use tax exemption on the sale and installation of commercial
solar energy systems equipment on promoting those goals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature does hereby express its support of the
increased use of solar energy as a clean and renewable source of power; and be it further

RESOLVED, the Finance & Management Committee is hereby directed to hold a
meeting with interested parties to discuss the possibility of Erie County exempting the local sales
and compensating use tax exemption on the sale and installation of commercial solar energy
systems equipment; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be delivered to the County Executive,
the Director of Budget and Management, the Director of Real Property Tax Services and the
Mayor or Supervisor of every municipality in Erie County, because each municipality in Erie
County is unique in New York State in that it receives a share of sales tax collections.

Fiscal Impact: To be determined as the result of this meeting.
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