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ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE


Robert M. Graber
Clerk


November 19, 2013


OLDERIECoUNTY HALL
92 Franklin Street
Fourth Floor
Buffalo, N.Y. 14202
PH.: 716/858-8527
FAX: 716/858-8895
graberr@erie.gov


Switchboard: 716/858-7500


The Honorable Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street
Old County Hall, 4th Floor


Buffalo, NY 14202


Dear Members,


Attached for submission to the public record are letters of interest and resumes


from residents concerning the appointment to fill a vacancy of Commissioner of the
Erie County Water Authority.


Thank you.


attachment


www.erie.govflegislature Comm. 20D-5 
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Thomas M. Agostino


335 Commonwealth Avenue


Buffalo, New York 14216


November 13, 2013


Betty Jean Grant/Chair of the Erie County Legislature


c/o Robert M. Graber/Clerk of the Legislature


4th Floor Old County Hall


92 Franklin Street


Buffalo, New York 14202


Dear Ms. Grant,


I am writing to apply for the position of Commissioner at the Water Authority. I have over


thirty years of experience in the production and distribution of water. I retired in 2005 as


Superintendent of the City of Buffalo's water facilities. During my years there I encountered


many of the problems that are common to all water facilities. Equipment failure, treatment


problems, broken lines and personnel issues, to name a few. In the course of my job I


collaborated with Consulting Engineers, the Erie County Health Department and PESH at


various times. I also participated in contract negotiations, arbitration and grievance resolution.


In closing, I feel the knowledge I have acquired in my years in this field would be an asset to


the Authority and I look forward to getting that opportunity. I have enclosed my resume which


contains my contact information. Thank you for your consideration.


Very truly yours,


1J;tM71i4 111.~~
Thomas M. Agostino







Thomas M. Agostino


335 Commonwealth Avenue * Buffalo, NY 14216 * (716)877-5349 * augie664 @hotmail.com


Summary of Qualifications


• 32 years experience in the Production and Distribution of Water


• Knowledge of pumps, motors, hydraulic systems, compressors, valves, electrical systems
• Experienced in water filtration systems and chemicals


• Assisted in design and construction of Capital Projects
• Excellent communication skills


• Effective problem solver


Work History


City of Buffalo/Division of Water
Pumping Plant Superintendent (1988 - 2005)
Directed the operation of the City of Buffalo's pumping stations and filtration plant.
Duties included scheduling and supervising maintenance of equipment at Colonel Ward
and Massachusetts Pumping Stations, Filtration Plant, booster pumping stations and
storage tanks. Approving supply orders, scheduling of personnel, job assignments, and
establishing work rules. I was also responsible for formulating Capital improvement
ideas and assisting Consulting Engineer's.


Assistant Pumping Plant Superintendent (1982 -1988)
Assisted Plant Superintendent in the areas of scheduling and job assignments. Inspected
completed work, resolved minor problems and dealt with union grievances.


Pumping Plant Operator (1980 - 1982)
Operated the Massachusetts Pumping Station. Duties included putting pumps on line
and taking them off line to maintain system pressure, checking equipment, performing
minor maintenance, operating boiler system and keeping a log.


Education


• Niagara University (1967 - 1970) Business Administration, Finance major. No degree.
• Bishop Turner High School (1963 - 1967)
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Betty Jean Grant
Chair, Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, NY 14202


November 12,2013


Dear Ms. Grant:


I am writing this letter to express interest in becoming a Commissioner at the Erie
County Water Authority. Based upon the blend of work experience, life skills
learned, and education I feel I would be an asset to the taxpayers as a
Commissioner with the Erie County Water Authority.


I can offer:


Experience in grant accounting, public administration, budget preparation
and financial analysis;


I have strong computer skills gained through both training and experience
in a fast paced environment;


I am a hard working, organized, and team oriented person who enjoys taking on
new responsibilities and challenges.


My resume is enclosed for your further review. I look forward to meeting with
you to discuss the contributions I can make to the Erie County Water Authority
as a Commissioner. Thank you for your time and interest.


Sincerely,


~~-h~ ~.
Jeffrey D. Brzyski
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293 Wheeler Street
Tonawanda, New York 14150


(716) 694-8852


Jeffrey D. Brzyski


Objective Seeking a position where my skills, education, training, and experience in
administration, personnel management, payroll, accounting, auditing,
budgeting, supervision, organizational, managerial, & PC application skills will
be fully utilized.


ExperIence 71200 l-Present Erie County Personnel Buffalo, NY
Chief Payroll Supervisor


• Work closely with the Director of Payroll, doing all that is necessary in
getting our payroll out correctly every 2 weeks.


• Work with the payroll people in all county departments to make sure all
county employees receive the correct paycheck every 2 weeks.


• Do all special projects which relate to personnel and payroll matters.


Buffalo, NYErie County Senior ServicesI 112000--7/200 I


Accountant


• Maintained control of 270 clients ' sub-accounts, which included deposits of
pension, social security, and all other checks.


• Reviewed and made payment for all client expenses.


• Supervised 3 clerical positions.


Buffalo, NYErie County Dept. of Health1111993-11/2000
Chief Account Clerk
• Administered 23 New York State grants, which included public health


grants, to the Health Department.


• Work included AIR, NP, personnel management, budgeting, contract
compliance, planning, analysis and anything else which affected my 23
grants.


07/1989-12/1992 Erie County Comptrollers Buffalo, NY


Assistant Auditor
• Responsibilities included planning, administering, and conducting financial


and operational audits for outside agencies and county departments.


• Worked with Deloitte & Touche on loan during the year end audits of Erie
County in the years 1989, 1990, 1991 & 1992.


Education 1981-1984 Canisius College


B.S. Business Administration & Management


1985-1986 Bryant & Stratton


A.S. Accounting


Buffalo, NY


Williamsville, NY







Hobbles


References


Gardening, Bicycling, Golf


Furnished upon request.








,. .' .
, \.. i


I







,. .
••


iI---- 3=~~_~-~k~_~_ ~~
_ t 4


I .







~I I.







. .. . ,
I ....1 , '


--. -------- ---------







I. I . "... " .


- - - - --- - - -


~~o~~±·- - ----,-- - -----~c~-~·D-·---~----


________L--"-~_=- ~~~


c)


f








L OVALLO & ILLIAMS
AttorneysAt Law


www.LovalloWilJilllrls.com


Tlmotlty R. .L ovallo
Susan A.WRlill.ms


November 15,2013


Viafax (858-8429) and mail


Han. Betty Jean Grant
Chair, Erie County Legislature
Erie County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York 14202


RE: Erie County Water Authority


Dear Chairperson Grant:


Please allow me to submit my resume for consideration to serve as a
Commissionerof the Erie County Water Authority.


With thirty-four years of legal experience in areas of reaI property law,
administrative and municipal law, as well as a record of service to our community> I
believe I can well serve the taxpayers of our county.


Thank you. My resume is enclosed.


G~
Timothy R. Lovallo


TRLicmw


LeonardC. LO\ISlllo
(1939-20 09)


Z95 Main Street, Suite 1088 • Ellic()tt Square Building • Buffalo, New York 14203-2478
(716) 854-l t 12 • Faestmlle (716) 854-1288 • Email office~lo..allowllliams.com
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LOVALLO & W ILLIAMS


Timothy R. L Ivs llo
Susan A. W1l1/am~


EDUCATION:


Juris Doctor


Bachelor of Arts


EMPLOYMENT:


Attorneys At Law


www.lAJvlllloWilliams.com


TIMOTHY R. LOVALLO


1978 State University at Buffalo Law School


1975 HarpurCollege (Binghamton University)
Geography andPolitical" Science maiors


Leensrd C. LovaUQ
(1939-2009)


Partner


Associate


Lovallo & Williams
Broad based experience in civil litigation, including extensive family law. public
interest, estates and trusts, municipal . and election law matters. Trial and
appellate level representa tion ofa diverse clientele . Criminal defense experience
including hearings. motion practice. and trials. Transactional law experience
including real estate, commercial, and sma ll bUS;IU1SS representation, as well as
admlnistrative 1Cll11 partlcipation in various license and benefitsproceedings.
1982 - present


Lovallo, Matusick, Spadafora & Verrastro
General litigation andfamily law experience.
1978-1982


Committee Clerk New York State Assembly Committee on Child Care
(Richard N. Gottfried, Chair), 1975


COMMUNITY SERVICE


Campaign/or Greater Buffalo History, Architecture& Culture -Advisory BOF.rd Member
WNY Obama '08 Campaign-Counsel
Buffalo Riverkeeper~Member
Common Calise New YorkState-Past State Chairperson
Erie Count)'Board ofEthics-Past Chairman
/998 Pro 80110 Award Rt!crpient-Vohmlcer Lawyers Project
Committee for Modern Courts-Former New York State Board Member


LAW ACTIVJTIES


Member - Bar Association of Erie County, New York State BC\r Association
Participant - Volunteer Lawyer's Project
Counscl- Let People Decide (governmental reform project)
Candidate - Erie County Family Court (1993), Buffalo City Court (J 994)


PERSONAL


Married to Attorney Susan A. Williams, two children
Age 60, Resident of Buffalo:------------------------295 Main Street, Suite 1088 • Ellicott Square Building • Buffalo, New York 14203-2478


(716) 854-1112 • Faesimile(716) 854-1288 • Email office~lovanowiJ1jams.com
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Joseph Mascia
47 Marine Drive #4e
Buffalo, NY14202
716-289-9861


Legislative Chairman Betty Jean Grant
95 Franklin Street
Erie County Hall
Buffalo, NY14202


November 13, 2013


Legislative Chairman Betty Jean Grant,


With the recent resignation of the Water Authority Commissioner O'Brien, the County Legislature has
an opportunity to choose the next commissioner for this important position. As the Legislature
remembers I did apply for commissioner. I am requesting that the legislative body considers me for
approval. I have been elected four times by the residents in Public Housing to represent them as their
commissioner.


I am retired after fourteen years as a concrete supervisor with the buffalo schools; I have forty years'
experience in the construction industry as a union employee, and supervisor and owner of a
construction company.


My background uniquely qualifies me for this position. I am the only candidate that has training as a
commissioner through NAHROProfessional Development System. I am also a certified H.U.D. Section 3
Compliance Officer.


I am a board member with Veterans Voices a veteran's advocacy organization. My volunteer work
extends through the community as a committee member of the Naval and Military Park, Building the
Hispanic War Veterans Monument, Buffum House Rehab in South Buffalo, Sailing School of Buffalo and
the Mayor Griffin Statue at Coca Cola Field. I also attended the FBI citizens Academy in 2012 and
honorably discharged from military service in 1966.


As a retired individual, all my attention will be devoted to the improvement of service for the tax payers
of Erie County. My work ethic and experience will be an asset to Erie County. Please consider me for this
position


References upon request.


Respectfu lIy,


~:~ci~







Cc;


Timothy Hogues


Lynn Marinelli


Kevin Hardwick


Thoman Loughran


Edward Rath II'


Thomas Mazur


Terrence McCracken


Lynne Dixon


Joseph Lorigo


John Mills
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Hans J. Mobius
Maple Row Farm


Show Horse Appra isals
716-741-6900 • 716-435·0114 Cell


PAGE 02


10820 Hunts Corners Rd
Clarence , NY 14031
hjmobius@gme.i1.eom


11/12/13
Setty Jean Grant
ChairErie County Legislature
Oft) Robert M. Graber
4th Floor
Old County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo. New Yor1< 14202


Dear Ms Grant:


I would like to be considered for the Erie County Water Authority post


;;l2hat h s been Yacated.


,,"" '7 f); ~ /
~ .//~


Hans J. Mo s
President







11/12/2013 19:13. .. 716-741-6900 MOBIUS


Present


Hans J. Mobius
Maple Row Farm


Show Horse Appraisals
71&-741·6900 • 716-435-0114 Cell


10820 Hunts Comers ~d
Clarence. NY 14031
hJmObiuS@gmall.com


---------------------- - _.
HANS J. MOBIUS was born in North Bellmore, NY in 1934. and attended
the Uni~rslty of Buffalo aftersenAng four years in the Air Force
During the Korean War. Mr. MobiuS then trained horses professionally
before dedicating O\er thirty years to the businesses he owned,
Buffalo Office Supplies and The Copy Cat. Duling those years he was
wry actiw in the community. He is a professional show horse
appraiser, past president of the Erie County Farm Bureau. and past
chairman of the New York State Farm Bureau Equine Committee. He is
currently a trustee of the Buffalo Transportation Museum. He also
8eMB on the Town of Clarence Land Preservation Board. He resides at
Maple Row Farm in Clarence, New York. He along with his wife and
daughter run a 100 acre fu"~care equestrian facility for owr thirty
horses and farm approximately 60 acres of timothy and alfalfa hay.


President Erie County Federation Associated Citizens and Taxpayers
Member Delaware Park Steering Committee
Member Mayors committee to reno'llSte and operate Delaware Park Casino
Board Member Saddle and Bridle Club
Board Member Scott Packaging Company, Philadelphia, Pa.
Chairman Erie Community COllege Citizens Ad\Asory Board
Treasurer & Board member Trawlers Aid Society
Member City Charter Re\Asion Committee
Board Member United Taxpayers league
President Pierce ArrowSociety of Buffalo
Board Member Antique Car Club of America
V.P. & Board Member Grocery Manufacturers Represantatiws
National Sales Manager New Catholic Encyclopedia
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MAxwELL M URPHY
ATTORN EYS A T LAW


JOHN F. MAXWELL
ALSO ADMITTED IN fA


ALAN D. VOOS
ALSO ADM ITTED IN cr


WILLIAM D. MURPHY


Via Hand Delivery
Chairwoman Betty Jean Grant
c/o Robert M . Graber, Clerk of Legislature
Erie County Legislature
4th Floor Old County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York 14202


November 13,2013


Re: Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority


Dear Chairwoman Grant:


Please accept this correspondence and resume as my request to be considered for the
position of Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority.


On the Erie County Water Authority's website it states; "We take great pride in creating a work
environment that achieves excellence through rewarding dedication, professionalism and a progressive
vision." Through the years I have been very fortunate to have gained valuable experience and life
lessons while working as a lawyer and protecting the rights ofthe working men and women ofWestem
New York. It is through the benefit ofthese experiences that I believe I can serve the residents ofErie
County and help achieve the excellence sought by the Erie County Water Authority.


I greatly appreciate any and all consideration you lend to my candidacy. If you or any of the
Members of the Erie County Legislature require any additional information from me, please let me
know.


~ Sincerely,


~~~hY
Enc.


1230 DELAWARE AVENUE' BUFFALO, NY 14209 I 716.885.1300 I jax 716.885.1301 inotfor service) I WWW.MAXWELLMURPHYLAW.COM
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EMPLOYMENT
October 2009 ­
Present


June 2002­
October 2009


June 2000­
June 2002


July 1995­
June 2000


EDUCATION


ADMISSION


AWARDS/
HONORS


WILLIAM D. MURPHY
4160 Ridgefield Terrace


Hamburg, New York 14075
(716)863-8218


bmurphy@maxwellmurphylaw.com


Maxwell Murphy, LLP
Partner - Litigating personal injury cases; representing construction
workers in various legal matters; promoting and protecting the
rights of working men and women; generating new business for
the firm; managing the day-to-day operations of the firm.


Collins & Maxwell, LLP
Trial Attorney - Conducting all aspects of litigation in personal
injury cases; including motion practice; legal research and writing;
communicating with clients; networking and marketing to generate
new business.


Doran & Murphy, LLP
Trial Attorney - Conducting all aspects of litigation in existing
cases; including motion practice; legal research and writing;
communicating with clients; networking and marketing to generate
new business. Primary focus on railroad litigation under the FELA.


Williams, Stevens, McCarville & Frizzell, P.e.
Trial Attorney - Litigating cases; depositions; pre-trial
conferences; motion practice; research; communicating with clients.


University of New York at Buffalo Law School - JD - May 1998
Medaille College, Buffalo, NY, Bachelors Degree - January 1995


New York State - February 1999
United States District Court, Western District of NY - May 1999


Finished First Year Law School Ranked #1 / 222 Students
Certificate of Merit for Torts - September 1996
Eagle Scout - January 1987


ORGANIZATIONS/
CLUBS


REFERENCES


Chair of Assemblyman Mark Schroeder's Labor Roundtable
Labor Liaison for the Erie County Democratic Committee
Past Executive Board Member of the SB Education Center
The Buffalo Club
Wanakah Country Club
Blackthorn Club


Available upon request.








POPE LAW FIRM, PLLC
Attorneys at Law


Buffalo


(716) 634-3320
Fax (716) 204-2770
website: www.lawonly.com


November 13t 2013


HAND DELIVERED


Williamsville Lockport Niagara Falls


6580 Main Street
Williamsville, New York 14221
pope@]awon]y.com


Betty Jean Grant
Chair, Erie County Legislature
c/o Robert M. Graber
Clerk of Legislature
4th Floor Old County Hall
Buffalo, New York 14202


Re: Erie County Water Authority Board of Commissioners


Dear Ms. Grant:


Enclosed herewith please find my resume in support ofmy application to be considered for the
position on the above entitled board.


I would very much welcome an opportunity to be interviewed at your convenience.


Thank you for your consideration in my request.


Very truly yours,


GAP/gr


Email: pope@lawonly.com
Website: www.lawonly.com
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Gregory A. Pope
Attorney at Law


215 Briarhill Road
Buffalo, New York 14221


Office 716-881-1202
Cell 716-622-3430


Home 716-689-2119
gpope@roadrunner.com


CAREER INTEREST:


Ad hoc leadership roles in support of administration and management that might benefit from my
34 years oflegal experience as an attorney and concern for the community.


PROFFESSIONAL LICENSE:


Attorney qualified in the States ofNew York and Florida.


EDUCATION:


State University College at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY
Major: Political Science
Graduation Date: 1976
Degree: BA


South Texas College of Law
Houston, TX
Major: Law
Graduation Date: 1979
Degree: JD


MUNICIPALI PUBLIC LEGAL EXPERIENCE:


July 1983 - April 1997


October 1983 - February 1990


2003- Present


General Counsel
Town of Cambria Housing Authority
Sanborn, NY 14132


Assistant Attorney
Niagara County Dept of Social Services
Lockport, NY 14094


General Counsel/Finance Chair
Cold Spring Cemetery Association, Inc
Lockport , NY 14094







". ,-


2007- Present General Counsel
Lockport Cares, Inc. (Homeless Shelter NY NFP)
192 Genesee St.
Lockport, NY 14094


PRIVATE LAW PRACTICE EXPERIENCE:


May 1988 to Present


September 1983 to May 1988


August 1979 - September 1983


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:


Attorney
Pope Law Firm, PLLC
6580 Main St.
Buffalo, NY 14221


Attorney
Grove, Hogan, Hogan, Douglas and Pope
Lockport, NY 14094


Attorney
Sacca and Sacca
Lockport, NY 14094


American Bar Association, New York State Bar Association, Erie County Bar Association,
Niagara County Bar Association, Lockport Bar Association, New York State Trial Lawyers
Association and American Association for Justice.


VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY BOARD LEADERSHIP:


Past Chairman of the following boards: Eastern Niagara Chamber of Commerce, Kenan Center,
Niagara County Historical Society and the Greater Lockport Jaycees, Advisory Board of Our
Lady of Fatima National Shrine and PFN of the Knights of Columbus Lockport Assembly
#0754.


Past Directorships on the following community boards in Western New York: Buffalo State
College Foundation, Eastern Niagara Chamber of Commerce. Kenan Center, Niagara County
Historical Society, the Greater Lockport Jaycees, Lockport Bar Association, Niagara County
Business Association, Boy Scout Exploring Council and Big Brothers and Big Sisters .


REFERENCES:


References are available upon request.


11/10/13








Peter A Reese
49 Starin Avenue


Buffalo, New York 14214
836-5027


PReese270@aol.com


November 15,2013


Betty Jean Grant, Chair
Erie County Legislature
c/o Robert M. Graber, Clerk of Legislature
4th Fl., Old County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York 14202


Re: Position ofCommissioner ofthe Erie County Water Authority


Dear Chairperson Grant:


I wish to be considered for appointment to the vacant Commissioner position. My Resume is
attached.


Very truly yours,
../ 'I


""


Attach.







Peter A Reese
49 Starin Avenue


Buffalo, New York 14214
836-5027


PReese270@aol.com


Education


SUNY Buffalo, J.D. (Cum laude) - 1973


Arizona State University and SUNY Buffalo, Ph.D. studies in Operations Research - 1968-1970


SUNY Buffalo, M.S. in Industrial Engineering - 1968


SUNY Buffalo, B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Magna Cum Laude) - 1967
- Charter Member, New York Nu Chapter, Tau Beta Pi engineering honor fraternity
- UB's Highest Academic Athlete - 1962-66


Tonawanda High School (Valedictorian) - 1962


- National Merit Scholar
- RPI Medal
- Bausch and Lomb Award
- Courier-Express Scholarship
- Nation Honor Society


Professional Experience


Private practice of Law - 1974-present
- General Practice
- Election Law
- Freedom of Information and Open Meeting Law


Roswell Park Memorial Institute - 1973-2000
- Cancer Research Scientist
- Director of Scientific Computing
- Director of Institute Information Systems
- Director of Department of Surgery Medical Research Systems
- Research Professor - RPMI graduate program
- Member of Institute Clinical Research Review Board 1984-1987
- American Statistical Association, Buffalo-Niagara Chapter Chairman 1980-1981
- Association for Computing Machinery, Niagara Frontier Chapter Chairman 1976-1979
- Public Employees Federation steward, convention delegate and Chapter Secretary
- Am-Pol Eagle Citizen of the Year in Science 1982


Falcon Research 1980-1983
- Research Analyst







I •


Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory 1967-1973
- System Engineer
- NASA New Technology Award, Lunar Rover Trafficability and Visibility Analysis 1972


Worthington Corporation 1965-1967
- Engineering Programmer


International Paper Corporation 1963-1965 (summers)
- Woodhandler and Stevedore


Publications


An out of date list of my professional publications is available. I don't need to keep


this up to date since I retired from Roswell Park.


Goals as Water Authority Commissioner


The purpose of the Erie County Water Authority is the improvement of the health, welfare


and prosperity of the people of Erie County by operating water treatment and supply facilities.


See Public Authorities Law §§ 1053, 1054, and 1058. There is nothing in the statute to indicate


that the Authority is to serve as a source ofjobs for the relatives of public or political officials.


My primary focus as commissioner will be on the effective and efficient operation of water


facilities without regard to irrelevant external political concerns. The first step is an analysis of


all Authority functions, including facilities and staffing to determine whether the current


configuration is the best possible. Following this review, I will attempt to make improvements


to ensure that the Authority fulfills its goals in the best interests of the citizens of Erie County.


I will also attempt to implement performance based budgeting methods to provide transparency


and accountability for Authority activities. My background in Industrial Engineering and


Operations Research makes me well qualified for this appointment.


I intend to contribute any salary I receive as commissioner to local animal welfare


organizations.








•


Jerome D. Schad
Attorney at Law


November 14, 2013


Betty Jean Grant, Chair
Erie County Legislature
c/o Robert Graber, Clerk of the Legislature
Old County Hall - 4th Floor
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, NY 14202


Dear Chair Grant:


199 Meadowview Lane
Williamsville, NY 14221-3531
716.634.8906
716.445.0842 (cell)
716.632.2048 (fax)
jerome.schad 91@gmail. com


RE: Application for position as Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority


In response to the public notice of the vacancy in the position of Commissioner of
the Erie County Water Authority, I hereby apply for consideration for appointment
as Commissioner. I enclose a copy of my resume. I will be available for an interview
as the Legi ure may require.


Sincerely,


L rr r.>:
- . bVtt1A/t /~--


[er e D. Schad
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Jerome D. Schad, Esq.
199 Meadowview Lane


Williamsville, NY 14221-3531


Tel: 716.634.8906 Fax: 716.632.2048 Cell: 716.445.0842
E-mail: jerolTl~$chad_91.@g!!1at1corn


Position Sought: Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority


Relevant Knowledge & Experience Advising / Representing Governmental Entities:


I am a former partner of Hodgson Russ LLP. In a 35-year private practice law career, in
addition to representing a multitude of individuals and businesses, I have experience


• Representing and advising municipalities in tort and commercial litigation,
• Handling suits between differing governmental entities,
• Representing government entities in administrative proceedings,
• Representing school districts in disability and non-discrimination administrative


proceedings and civil litigation arising under Federal law and State law,
• Representing and advising municipal entities on compliance with Federal and State


disability laws and on a multitude of Freedom of Information compliance matters,
• Advising schools on how to modify policies and implement policies and practices to


be compliant with Federal and State statutory mandates.


Since January 2012, as Majority Counsel to the Erie County Legislature, I have provided
advice on matters arising under the Erie County Charter and State law appropriate for the
proper operation of county government.


I am familiar with the managerial obligations of a Commissioner of the Erie County Water
Authority and the role that the Water Authority plays in the provision and protection of our
vital fresh water supply.


Relevant Litigation Experience and Qualifications:


I was admitted to practice law and in New York State in 1972. I am admitted to practice in
the United States District Court for the Western District of New York and to the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit I am also a NYS Department of
Education-Certified Impartial Hearing Officer.


I have tried cases in the New York State Supreme Court and the United States District Court
for the Western District of New York. I have handled appeals to the Third [in Albany] and
Fourth [in Rochester] Appellate Divisions ofthe Supreme Court and the New York State
Court of Appeals.


Credentials: BA - Geneva College
MA - Duquesne University
JD - SUNY at Buffalo School of Law








November, 15,2013


Ms. Betty Jean Grant, Chair
Erie County Legislature
C/O Robert M. Graber, Clerk of Legislature
4th Floor
Old County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, NY 14202


Dear Chairwoman Betty Jean Grant:


I am writing this letter to notify you that I am interested in the position ofCommissioner
of the Erie County Water Authority.


I had worked as an English teacher at Lancaster Middle school from September 2004
until February 122009. The day ofthe Continental Flight 3407 Crash. Since then, I have
been an activist and lobbyist for aviation safety and helped Bill HR5900 become a law in
2010. I have also been active in continuing the efforts to make sure the FAA maintains
one level of safety for both regional and commercial airlines.


I have my Master's Degree in English Education. I know that my skills and experiences,
as a teacher, mother, and lobbyist have prepared me to be a contributing member of the
County ofErie. I am confident that my academic training and hands-on experience here
at Lancaster Middle School and my efforts in Washington, D.C. would make me an
excellent candidate for the position of Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority.


The past four and a half years, I had the unique opportunity to work with local, state, and
federal officials to pass the HR5900 Aviation Safety Bill as well as working to achieve
and maintain "one level" of safety for both regional and commercial airlines.


I am looking forward to continuing to be an active member ofErie County and Western,
NY and a proud employee of Erie County. Please feel free to contact me, at your
convenience at (716) 392-0739.


Respectfully yours,


Robin J. Tolsma


Enclosure: Resume
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Robin J. Tolsma
45 Cedar Brook Drive. Lancaster, New York 14086. (716) 392-0739


Robintolsma@yahoo.com


CERTIFICATION
New York State Permanent Certification in Elementary Education and English Education (7-9)
New York State Professional Certification in English Education (7-12)
Lobbyist and activist for Airline Safety regarding Flight 3407


EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and English Education (7-9), 5/03
Buffalo State College GPA 3.89/4.0; graduated Summa Cum Laude
Master of Science in English Education (7-12), 5/05
Buffalo State College GPA: 3.75/4.0; graduated Magna Cum Laude


TEACHING EXPERIENCE
LANCASTER MIDDLE SCHOOL, Lancaster, New York
Interim Substitute Teacher, September 2004 - February 12, 2009


• Prepared and taught lesson plans for five sections ofseventh grade English
classes, incorporating New York State Learning Standards and learning styles.


• Provided varied learning experiences and activities utilizing multiple
intelligence approaches.


• Designed and administered testing and evaluation procedures.
• Incorporated technology into classroom research project using Proquest.
• Designed a student user friendly website.
• Proctored an after school homework helpers club.


FRANKLIN MlDDLE SCHOOL, Kenmore, New York
Interim Substitute Teacher, March - June 2004


• Planned and implemented lesson for five sections of seventh grade English
classes.


• Evaluated each student's progress using performance-based assessment.
• Organized guest speaker to reinforce a lesson on the Civil War in literature unit.
• Discussed student performance with parents during parent-teacher conferences.
• Organized a major character-building project, which brought positive press to


the school.


FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL, Kenmore, New York
Interim Substitute Teacher, May - June 2003


• Designed and implemented lesson plans for five sections of seventh grade
English classes.


• Developed thematic units for the novels Lostman's River and Soldier's Heart.
• Designed and administered testing and evaluation procedures.
• Consulted with parents during parent-teacher conferences


• Designed and taught an after school enrichment program for seventh and eight
grade students in calligraphy.


FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL, Kenmore , New York
Student Teacher, Spring 2003


• Planned and incorporated lesson plans for five sections of seventh grade English
classes .


• Incorporated technology into classroom research project on the Florida
Everglades in conjunction with the novel Lostman's River.


• Utilized PowerPoint to enhance learning through visualization.
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WEST HERTEL ACADEMY, Buffalo, New York
Student Teacher, Spring 2003


• Designed and implemented lesson plans in all subject areas for fourth grade
classes, according to the New York State Learning Standards.


• Created an interactive bulletin board on Black History Month.
• Prepared and introduced a cooperative lesson on European explorers.


WEST HERTEL ACADEMY, Buffalo, New York
Junior Participant, Summer 2002


• Prepared and taught lesson plans on Planetary Science as a pilot program for
fourth grade students.


• Designed hands-on learning activities for lessons on the moon.
• Supervised students' research projects on the Solar System.


CHARLES R. DREW SCIENCE MAGNET SCHOOL, Buffalo, New York
Junior Participant, Spring 2002


• Developed a thematic unit with hands-on learning unit on the rainforest.
• Provided varied learning experiences and activities utilizing multiple


intelligence approaches with regard to literature.
• Incorporated art and music into a science lesson on the rainforest.


RELATED EXPEREINCE


CENTRAL AVENEUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, Lancaster, New York
Parent Volunteer, September 1994 - 2002


• Developed and published the monthly school newspaper using Microsoft Home
Publishing 2000.


• Organized an after school enrichment program for third and fourth grade
students in calligraphy.


• Organized field trips, parent-child evenings, and holiday activities.
• Initiated and implemented the Parents as Reading Partners program.
• PTO President
• PTO Recording Secretary
• Lobbyist and activist involved in the passage ofHR5900 Airline Safety Bill


COMPUTER SKILLS


Microsoft Word, Microsoft Office, Microsoft PowerPoint, Publisher, Microsoft Home
Publisher 2000, Adobe Photoshop, Hallmark Publishing, Website Development and
Design.


REFERENCES
Available upon request.


PORTFOLIO
Available upon request.








Daniel J. Ward
ATTORNEY AT LAW


5500 Main Street, Suite 109 B-3·:· Williamsville, N.Y. 14221-6737


Phone: 716/444-5326 .:. Fax: 716/837-1170 .:. E-mail: djw159159@gmail.com
(Notjar service ojprocess)


November 11,2013


Hon. Betty Jean Grant
Chair, Erie County Legislature
c/o Robert M. Graber, Clerk
Erie County Legislature
Old County Hall, 4th Floor
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York 14202


RE: Appointment - Commissioner - Erie County Water Authority


Dear Chairwoman Grant:


It is my understanding that there is a current vacancy as Commissioner of the Erie
County Water Authority. If that be the case, then pursuant to the Rilles of Order of the Erie
County Legislature, Section 5.01 (Appointments and Confirmations), any candidate seeking
appointment must formally submit in writing to you, as Chair ofthe Erie County Legislature,
notice of their candidacy for that position.


Please consider this letter such a formal submission ofmy interest in, and application for,
the appointment to the Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority which is now vacant.
Please fmd enclosed herein a copy of my current resume for your consideration. I would
appreciate the opportunity to interview with the Legislature for this position.


Your consideration and courtesy in this matter are, as always, appreciated.


V~Yours,~


-----
DANIEL J. WARD


DJW/mec
Enclosure







DANIEL J. WARD
159 Hendricks Boulevard


EggerstviIle, New York 14226
Cell: (716) 444-5326 FAX: (716837-1170


GOVERNMENTEXPERmNCE


Councilman
Town ofAmherst, New York


Supervisor
Town ofAmherst, New York


Majority Counsel
Erie County Legislature
Erie County, New York


Erie County Legislator
Erie County, New York


Majority Leader


Erie County Industrial Development Agency
Member 1977-1978, 1990-1994,
Chairman 1977-1978


Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Development Board
Board Member 1990-1994


Audubon Development Corporation
Member 1990-1994


Erie County Sanitary Sewer District #5
Board Member 1990-1994, 1998-2001


1988-1990, 1998-Present


1990-1994


1980-1988; 1998-2001;
2003-2005


1975-1978


1977-1978







PROFES~ONALEMWLOYMENT


Daniel J. Ward 1999-2001,2003-Present
Attorney At Law
5500 Main Street, Suite 109, B-3
Williamsville, New York 14221


• Sole Practitioner, General Practice of Law


Law Offices ofRichard D. Furlong P.C. 2001-2003
585 Aero Drive
Cheektowaga, New York 14225


• Of Counsel, General Practice of Law


Ward, Brenon & DiVita 1978-1990, 1994-1998
Attorneys At Law
5330 Main Street
Williamsville, New York 14221


• Partner, General Practice ofLaw


Weber, Weston & Kane 1975-1978
Attorneys At Law
3356 Genesee Street
Cheektowaga, New York 14225


• Associate, General Practice of Law


Erie County District Attorney 1973-1975
25 Delaware Ave.
Buffalo, New York 14202


• Trial Assistant, Magistrates & Felony Trial Sections


Edward F. Ehrman 1973
Attorney at Law
Main Place Tower
Buffalo, New York 14202


• House Counsel to Travelers Insurance


u .S. Customs Officer 1969-1973
Niagara Falls, New York







EDUCATION


University at Buffalo Law School
J.D.
Buffalo, New York


Syracuse University B.A.
Political Science
Syracuse, New York


Canisius College
Buffalo, New York


Bishop Neumann High School
Williamsville, New York


Erie County Sheriffs Law Enforcement
Training Academy
Buffalo, New York


U.S. Army Transportation School
Basic Trans. Officer
Fort Eustis, Virginia


U.S. Department of Justice
Immigration and Naturalization
Service Correspondence School,


Immigration Law Course


PERSONAL INFORMATION


Graduate, 1972


Graduate, 1969


1965-1966


Graduate, 1965


Graduate, 1972


Graduate, 1973


1971-1972


Birth Date: July 22, 1947 Marital Status: Divorced, 1 Daughter


Military Status: Captain, U.S. Army Reserve (Honorable Discharge)


Professional: Attorney at Law, Admitted to Practice in New York State
And Federal Courts







"


PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS


Erie County Bar Association
Western New York Trial Lawyers Association
New York State Trial Lawyers Association
New York State Public Defenders Association


PERSONAL ASSOCIATONS


Knights ofColumbus
Ancient Order of the Hibernians
Catholic Lawyers Guild
St. Benedict's Holy Name Society and Usher
University at Buffalo - Alumni Association
Syracuse University - Alumni Association
SCOPE
Eggertsville Community Organization (Co-Founder)
Harlem Kensington Cleveland Community Association
Judges and Police Conference of Western New York
Blues Society of Westem New York
American Red Cross - Aphresis Donor
Amherst Democratic Club (President)


ACCOMPLISHMENTS


2008 Elected and Selected Democratic Presidential Delegate
For the Hon. Hillary Clinton, U.S. Senator from New York.


Over 40 years of the practice of law without an ethical complaint
Or malpractice claim against me.


(Last Rev. 5/2013)








'iff FirstChoice
~ EVALUATIONS


November I I, 2013


Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin St.
Buffalo, NY 14202


Legislators:


3343 Harlem Road> Buffa lo. New York 14225
Phone: 716-626-4213· Fax: 716-626-4839


www.firstchoiceevaluations.com


I would again like to interview for the Water Commissioner Position. You have my resume on file from


the last charade .


All the Best


Joseph N. Weiss, Ph.D.


President








Paul W. Wolf, Esq.
9 Guinevere Court


Getzville, New York 14068
(716) 435-4976


November 13, 2013


Betty Jean Grant
Chair
Erie County Legislature
C/O Robert M. Graber
Clerk of Legislature
4th Floor, Old County Hall
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York 14202


Re: Commissioner ofErie County Water Authority


Dear Chairperson Grant:


Please accept this letter as my expression of interest in being appointed Commissioner of
the Erie County Water Authority. I am passionate about reforming government, which is why I
founded the non-profit Center For Reinventing Government, Inc. The mission of the Center For
Reinventing Government is to:


• Act as a catalyst for creativity in government;
• Improve the performance of government by making it more ethical, efficient and


effective;
• Encourage public participation, collaboration and accountability through


transparency and citizen access to information;
• Support new management models of engaging and empowering employees, as


their involvement is critical to reinventing government;
• Inspire bold leaders to challenge the status quo!


The Erie County Water Authority could certainly benefit from my commitment to the
above mentioned mission.


My qualifications include:


• 22 years of experience as an attorney;
• Certified as a Senior Professional Human Resources Manager;
• Certified as a Yellow Belt in Six Sigma management techniques;
• Served as General Counsel to the Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority







• Served as Chief of Staff to the Buffalo Common Council
• My articles regarding government reform and innovation have been published in


the Buffalo News, ArtVoice, Riverside Review, Amherst Times, Buffalo Rising
WNY Media.net, and my web site www.reinventinggov.org


My skills and management experience were recognized by the Tompkins County
County Legislature in Ithaca, NY when I was offered the position of County Manager in 2008. I
declined the position due to family members being reluctant to relocate. In 2010, I came in
second place for appointment as the County Manager for Niagara County.


I welcome the opportunity to discuss my interest in being a Water Authority
Commissioner with you and the members of the Erie County Legislature.


Sincerely,


Paul W. Wolf, Esq.







PAUL W. WOLF
Attorney at Law


9 Guinevere Court
Getzville, NY 14068


716-435-4976


EDUCATION


1991


1986


EMPLOYMENT


Juris Doctor


Bachelor of Science


State University at Buffalo
School of Law


Buffalo State College
Criminal Justice


June 2011 - Present Berzer &Wolf Law Firm
Partner


Private law practice consisting of litigation, estates, criminal, real estate,
matrimonial and family law matters.


2008 - January 2011 Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority
General Counsel


Chief legal counsel to a corporation with a $35 million budget and a staff
of 240 employees, governed by a seven member board of directors.
Duties include:


Ensuring that the Authority complies with federal, state laws &
regulations;


- Policy research and drafting of policies and procedures;
Negotiating Collective Bargaining Agreements;


- Addressing union grievances and employee disciplinary matters;
- Drafting and reviewing contracts;
- Preparing legal memorandums and opinions


Brought the concept of Six Sigma to the Housing Authority as a tool to
improve management operations. In particular improving the length of time
it takes to turn over a vacant apartment. Certified as a Yellow Belt in Six
Sigma.


Certified as a Senior Professional Human Resources (SPHR) manager.







Part-time adjunct instructor at Bryant & Stratton College, teaching
Employment Law, Corporations, Legal Research &Criminal Law.


2004 - 2008 Buffalo Common Council
Chief of Staff


2000 - 2004


Supervised a staff of seven. Directed the issuance of reports, and
research for nine Council Members. Initiated and developed new ideas in
City government.


Led the charge to successfully implement CitiStat in Buffalo. CitiStat is a
program implemented first in Baltimore dedicated to measuring and
tracking the performance of government.


Changed the culture of the Buffalo Common Council by implemeting a
process of establishing an Annual Action Plan of goals and objectives.


Developed the first ever Mission Statement for the Buffalo Common
Council to serve as "A Laboratory For New Ideas".


Created the first Blog in Buffalo City Hall as a way to communicate and
interact with the public.


Served as a liaison between the Common Council and all City Department
and agencies.


Assisted the City Council with reviewing and amending the City's $380
million General Fund budget, $26 million Capital Budget and $22 million
CDBG Budget.


Erie County Department of Social Services
Assistant County Attorney


Prosecuted child abuse and neglect cases. Provided legal advice to
several hundred employees; Conducted training sessions regarding legal
responsibilities; Represented the Department of Social Services in Court
proceedings. Performed legal research, drafted petitions, motions, and
conducted trials.


Implemented the first mediation program in Erie County Family Court as a
way of handling termination of parental rights in child abuse and neglect
cases.







2001 - 2002


1995 - 2000


..


Niagara University & Medaille College
Adjunct Instructor


Part-time instructor teaching Business Law, Ethics in the Workplace and
Judicial Politics to undergraduate students. Consistently rated high in
student evaluations for organization and presentation of information.


Erie County Attorney's Office
Assistant County Attorney,


Prosecuting juvenile delinquents; analyzing the strengths and weaknesses
of each particular case; negotiating settlement of cases; extensive motion
practice, conducting hearings and trials.


COMMUNITY SERVICE


1987 - 2001 Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS)
Black Rock I Riverside


Board President (1996 to 2001)


NHS is a non-profit corporation which provides home improvement loans
and purchases vacant properties, which are repaired and sold to owner
occupants.The corporation is governed by a 15 member Board of
Directors with an annual budget of $380,000 and assets of $1.2 million.


1990 - 2000 Northwest Buffalo Commercial Consortium
Board President (1995-1998)


The Consortium is a coalition of small business owners seeking to
improve neighborhood business districts. The Consortium provides a
commercial loan fund for small businesses; distributes an annual business
directory; prepares a listing of available commercial properties for
marketing purposes; and conducts informational seminars for business
owners.








Patricia E. Wolfsohn
1088 Delaware Avenue 2H
Buffalo, New York 14209


cofetlk@aoI.com


November 8, 2013


Betty Jean Grant, Chairwoman Erie County Legislature
c/o Robert M. Graber, Clerk ofLegislature
4th Floor, Old County Hall
92 Franklin St.
Buffalo, NY 14202


Dear Chairwoman Grant:


I am applying for the Commissioner of the Erie County Water Authority position.
It is time that the average hard working person is appointed to this commission rather
than always appointing someone who has a well known name and position in society. I
have insight and experience that would add a great deal to the Erie County Water
Authority.


I possess a strong background in management, sales & marketing, radio and TV traffic
management, promotions, and event planning. I am a self-directed individual with
particularly strong skills in problem solving, organization, and planning. A quick learner,
I am proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, Publisher, Print Shop, CBSI, and
OSI, and possess strong written and verbal skills.


Sitting on committees and working various community events for the past 14 years, I am
used to and good at multi-tasking in a fast-paced environment and dealing with deadlines.
I have also been on my condominium board for the past 6 years, three ofwhich I was
president. During those three years, we did not have an increase in monthly condo fees
due to my hard work at controlling costs while completing major projects such as a
complete NYSERDA project that overhauled our boiler and HVAC systems. Currently, I
am the Treasurer for my condo board.


I am a self-starter who thrives on the challenge of a new situation, concerned with
maintaining a highly professional standard ofperformance as well as in insuring the
delivery of thoughtful and quality work. I know you will be pleased with my work
performance.


Enclosed is my resume for your review. I look forward to talking with you soon.


S$~v~
Pa~fsohn
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1088 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209-1628716-883-5563 cofet/k@aol.com


PatriciaEllen olfsohn
E.'.I, •••t Traffic Manager WPXJ-TVllon Television, Buffalo, NY 2004-2012


Blston National Advertising &Promotion
Coordinator/ FM Sales Assistant Entercom Buffalo Radio, Buffalo, NY 2002-2003


National Advertising &Promotion
Coordinator Citadel Broadcasting, Buffalo, NY 2000-2002


Assistant Event Coordinator Kaleidoscope Events, Tonawanda, NY 1998-2000


Transit Valley Physical Therapy,
Business Manager Williamsville, NY 1996-1997


Associate Restaurant Manager The Lodge atVail, Vail, CO 1994-1995
Stovroff and Hennan Realtors,


Licensed Sales Representative Williamsville, NY 1991-1994


Sales Associate/Accessory Buyer House ofGolf, Sarasota, FL 1989-1991


Assistant Director ofHousekeeping Longboat Key Club, Longboat Key, FL 1986-1989
Sundial Beach &Tennis Resort,


Restaurant Manager Sanibel, FL 1984-1986


Night Manager Buffalo Marriott Hotel, Buffalo, NY 1981-1983
Front Office Supervisor &Assistant Hyatt Regency Capital Hill,
Director ofHousekeeping Washington, DC 1979-1981


Edleltlla Master ofProfessional Studies,
Hotel Administration Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 1979


Bachelor Of General Studies,
Theatre/Communications University ofMiami, Coral Gables, FL 1976
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Patricia Ellen
1088 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209-1628 716~83-5563 cofetlk@aoI.com


ollsohn
SllIlIarv


• Accomplished Traffic Manager, Sales &Marketing, Promotions/Events Coordinator,
and Manager with experience instrategic analysis, event planning, marketing/publicity,
budget administration, and supervision


• Effective communicator, coordinator, and liaison with sales representatives, account
managers, senior executives, vendors, sponsors, staff, volunteers, and the public


• Advanced computer skills using Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Print Shop, CBSI,
and OSI


Experl8ace IperaillDS MIDagemeDI
• Perfonn hiring, training, and supervision ofstaffofup to 98 people
• Work closely with guests to make their stay comfortable and enjoyable
• Ensure maintenance staffcorrected any problems quickly and efliciently
• Work with staffto ensure their high perfonnance standards
• Oversee local advertising, promotions, and special event coordination for major


communications company with 200+ radio stations across the United Stales
• Deal directly with accolilt buyers for effective programming that maximizes client needs
• Increased account volume ofsponsors/advertisers from 5% to 100% through highly creative


promotions/events and providing excellent service to account managers


PremllillS
• Oversee all aspects ofdevelopment and implementation for up to 25 client/sponsor


promotions per week
• Prepare operating budgetand closely administer budget to stay within established guidelines
• Oversee local advertising, promotions, and special event coordination for major


communications company with 200+ radio stations across the United States
• Increased account volume ofsponsors/advertisers from 5% to 100% through highly creative


promotions/events and providing excellent service toaccount managers
• Work closely with national and IocaJ sales representatives tocreate Concepts/strategies for


promotional programs and events
• Evaluate and document promotion response and report infonnation toaccount representative
• Ana/ylB target market ofaccounts and develop innovative promotions that maximizes impact


ofassigned resourteS


• Write copy, determine presentation, and establish time frame ofeach promotion


SPlclal EveDiS
• Oversee planning, development and implementation ofmajorcorporate/community
• eventslfundraisers for 50-100,000+ people
• Create and integrate event themes into event location, promotion, food, entertainment, and


prizes
• Book event location, equipment entertainment, catering. and promotional products/services
• Supervise staffand volunteers inall aspects ofimplementation
• Coordinate all event cdvities from set up to break down
• Document event goals, achievements, financial statements, and guest feedback
• Work with vendors, sponsors, police, and the public inexecuting events





