A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORS MILLS, LORIGO, DIXON, RATH, GRANT, LOUGHRAN, SAVAGE & MILLER-WILLIAMS

Re: Support of Buffalo’s Center of Transportation Excellence for Coordination of Non-Emergency
Medicaid Transportation in Erie and Surrounding WNY Counties

WHEREAS, Buffalo’s Center for Transportation Excellence, located at 401 East Amberst Street,
has been in existence since 2007 providing local and regional mobility management services; and

WHEREAS, the CTE is a thriving public benefit company, created with over $5,500,000 of private
investment that provides 24/7 health-care transportation management for all low-income residents in

Western New York; and

WHEREAS, the CTE regularly employees upwards of 40 neighborhood residents from Buffalo’s
East Side at competitive wages, providing jobs and serving as a beacon of hope and dignity for that
community; and

WHEREAS, On April 11, 2014, NYS Department of Health awarded the Western Region Medicaid
Mobility contract to a Syracuse NY company; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid Mobility Management constitutes 90% of the CTE’s business, and the result
of the DOH decision will be to shut down Buffalo’s Center for Transportation Excellence, and eliminate
those 40 jobs for neighborhood residents; and .

WHEREAS, the CTE has saved NYS and Erie County over S5M in the seven years it has provided
Medicaid Mobility services; and

WHEREAS, the CTE has been an economic engine for neighborhood and City of Buffalo vendors
since 2007, pumping $1.2M in non-wage expenditures into the WNY economy since its inception; and

WHEREAS, the CTE helped secure a $10 Million US Department of Labor grant and was integral
in bringing $2.6 Million of that grant to our area for three non-profit organizations and the CTE to
conduct workforce development and other job training for high school dropouts and adjudicated youths

between ages 18 and 25; and

WHEREAS, these at-risk young adults will lose access to job development training and jobs
provided by the CTE, and it will result in a senseless waste of federal funding; and

WHEREAS, the State of New York invested through Empire State Development $750,000 in 2007
to help build the CTE and Erie County has invested an additional $25,000 to develop Senior
Transportation services at the CT E; and

WHEREAS, since 2007, the CTE has paid more than $4 million in wages to residents of Buffalo’s
East Side; and

WHEREAS, removal of this funding will lead to the shuttering of CTE’s offices and therefore an
unreasonable waste of taxpayer funding and progress in developing this transportation management
organization.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that Erie County Legislature hereby opposes this predetermined, arbitrary and
capricious contract award by NYSDOH; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature calls upon our state representatives to reverse this
decision and save 40 jobs in Buffalo from being shifted to Syracuse without reason or justification; and

be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution shall be sent to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo,
the Western New York Delegation for the NYS Senate and Assembly, Mayor Byron Brown and County
Executive Mark Poloncarz, and all others deemed necessary and proper.

Fiscal Impact: Positive
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