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Democratic Minority Leader

2nd District Legislator Q 92 Franklin Street, 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202
716/858-8869
FAX:716/858-8818
May 22, 2014

Hon. John J. Mills

Chair of the Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin St.

Buffalo, New York 14202

Dear Chair Mills,

I write to you today concerning the Erie County Community Corrections Advisory
Board, concerning the adoption of INTRO 8-3 (2014), which restructured the Board.

Pursuant to INTRO 8-3 (2014), the minority leader of the Erie County Legislature
shall recommend one individual for consideration of appointment to the Board, and as such,
as minority leader I wholeheartedly recommend Ms. Karima Amin, who has served as a
member of the ECCCAB since its inception in 2011.

As both a Board member, and as president/founder of the organization Prisoners Are
People Too, Inc., Ms. Amin has all the necessary qualifications, knowledge base, and full
understanding of the issues surrounding community corrections.

Karima Amin has served with distinction as an original member of the Erie County
Community Corrections Advisory Board, and I have full confidence in her continued ability
to serve as a Board member, and I also know firsthand that Ms. Amin will again put her all
into the important work of the ECCCAB.

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, _FQ‘:
BE mGRANT
Democratic Minority Leader

2nd District Legislator

Thank you.
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KARIMA AMIN
389 Millicent Avenue Buffalo, NY 14215 716-834-8438

karima@ Qrisonersare peo pletoo.org

EDUCATION: University @ Buffalo-
BA- English/SecondaryEducation
M.Ed- Urban Education/Curriculum Development

CAREER:
Teacher- Buffalo Public Schools- 1969-1994 Taught Grades 9-12, Reading,
Language Arts, Theater Arts, Social Studies, Black Literature.
Resigned, 1994; Retired, 2002.

Storyteller- 1994 - present Working as an Independent Contractor. Sharing
stories with audiences of all sizes and ages, locally, nationally, globally in
various venues....academic, correctional, religious, spiritual, fraternal,
corporate, radio, TV. (www.karimatells.com)

Published Author- 1978- present Black Literature for High School
Students (NCTE, Urbana, IL, 1978), The Adventures of Brer Rabbit and
Friends (Dorling-Kindersly, UK, 1998), My First Treasury: Grandma Loves
You (Publications International, Lincolnwood, IL, 2003), African American
Children’s Stories: A Treasury of Tradition and Pride (Publications
International, Lincolnwood, IL, 2005). Stories anthologized in Sayin’
Somethin’ (NABS, Baltimore, MD 2002). Monthly articles related to criminal
justice and prisoner justice (The Criterion and The Challenger, 2007-
present). Writer-in-Education w/ Just Buffalo Literary Center, 1988- present.
Audio productions : You Can Say That Again!, 1995, 2005, 2009

Video production: Kwanzaa: An African American Celebration, 1992.

Founder/Director- 2005 - present Prisoners Are People Too, Inc. enhance
the general public's awareness of prison issues, the program has grown
to include networking, referrals, community building, action organizing, and
camaraderie as well ascommunity education. Through films, guest
speakers and follow-up discussions, the program promotes the growth of the
community's knowledge and understanding of the prison industrial complex,
the plight of prisoners and prison families, and the challenges of re-entry.

(www.prp2.org)
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HONORS / AWARDS: (Amin has earned more than 70 special honors for
achievements in education, creative arts, and social justice. This is a selected listing.)
Apple for the Teacher, lota Phi Lambda, 1994
Teacher for Tomorrow, Buffalo Public Schools, 1978
Black Educator of the Year, Black Educators Ass’n of WNY, 1977
Distinguished Humanitarian of the Year, University at Bflo., 2009
Community Service, Betty Jean Grant (Erie Co. Leg.), 2008
Special Interest, Back to Basics Outreach Ministries, 2008
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, 2001
Daisy Lampkin Award, Links, Inc.,2001
Uncrowned Queens, 2001
Community Leadership, Niagara University, College of Educ., 2001
Art Award, Alpha Kappa Alpha. Xi Epsilon Omaga Chapter, 2000
Storytelling World Award, Parents Choice Foundation, 2006
Living Legend, Metropolitan United Methodist Church, 2000
Witness Our Women, Langston Hughes Institute, 1998
Outstanding Artist Service, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Gamma Phi Omega, 1997
Special Achievement National Associationof Negro Business and Professional
Women's Clubs, Inc., 1994
William Wells Brown Award, Afro American Historical Ass'n. 1983
Ntosake Award for Community Activism, VOICE-Buffalo, 2014
Community Service, NAACP, 2014

PROFESSIONAL AFFILLIATIONS:

Partnership for the Public Good, Vice-Chair, Executive Board

Erie County Prisoners Rights Coalition, Co-Chair

Albright-Knox- Public Art Committee, Member

Daughters of Creative Sound- Founding Member

Tradition Keepers: Black Storytellers of WNY- Founding Member
Spin-a-Story Tellers of WNY- Founding Member

NYS Prisoner Justice Network- Organizational Member

Erie County Restorative Justice Coalition: Organizational Member

WBFO, WNED, Prison Radio, National Association of Black Storytellers, Just
Buffalo Literary Center, Freedom Archives- Supporting Member
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