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May 27, 2014

Dear Leader Smith,
I'want to thank you for your communication from last week regarding a joint legislative session.

The prospect of a new stadium for the region has created a lot of exciting conversations throughout Western
New York. In late March, Erie County, along with the Buffalo Bills and New York State formed the New
Stadium Working Group. This advisory committee has been formed to explore all possibilities regarding
development and construction of a new stadium and also renovation at the current site that could help secure

the long term future of the team.

This working group has just started its work, and it is my understanding that hired professionals from the state
have already visited several potential stadium sites. These experts are in the beginning phases of a preliminary
process that will offer several recommendations and thoughts on any stadium proposal.

Because of the ongoing efforts of these experts and the New Stadium Working Group, I do think it would be
premature to host any joint legislative session on the issue at this time.

That being said, I do think we should keep the lines of communication open between the Erie County
Legislature and Buffalo Common Council on any recommendations or proposals that come out of the work
being done by the Stadium Working Group. Any proposals pursued would be regional assets that we must
work together on and try to involve the community with.

I appreciate your reaching out to me, and my colleagues in the legislature.

ohn Mills
Chairman, Erie County Legislature

CC: Council President, Darius G. Pridgen
Council Member Joseph Golombek, Jr.

LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS ¢ 92 FRANKLIN STREET * BUFFALO, N.Y. ¢ 14202 * (716) 858-8850

Comm. 12E-10
Page 1 of 1





