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To: Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board Chairs
County Legislative Clerks
County Planners
Cornell Cooperative Extension Agents

Town Supervisors

Soil and Water Conservation Districts
American Farmland Trust — New York Office
Land Trust Alliance — New York Office
Other Interested Parties

Re: Request for Proposals for Farmiand Protection Implementation Projects

I am pleased to announce the availability of the Round 13 Request for Proposals
(RFP) to solicit State assistance payments for Farmland Protection Implementation
Projects. Eligible applicants include counties with State approved agricultural and
farmland protection plans; municipalities that have adopted a local farmland protection
plan; soil and water conservation districts; and not-for-profit conservation organizations
(referred to as “land trusts”).

The extent of State assistance available for the protection of farmland through the
purchase or lease of development rights will now represent a range of options designed
to offer improved flexibility to applicants and landowners depending on their specific
needs. Most notably is the new maximum cost share rate of 87.5% of total project costs
when a landowner provides all of the required local match. Please see the full RFP
proposal for specific requirements for this and other offered rates of assistance.

In addition to a higher State cost-share rate and more eligible applicants, other
noteworthy changes to this funding opportunity include:

» successful applicants will be required to submit fewer documents for Department
review and approval;
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e a more stream-lined review process at the Department;

o establishment of performance-based milestones during the course of the State
contract to help ensure that most projects will be completed within two years;

e more interim payments over the course of the State contract period rather than
one lump-sum payment to help lessen the financial burden on local project
partners and participating landowners with transaction costs; and

e the introduction of an incentive payment agreement as an eligible project to enable
the local sponsor to strategically protect an at-risk farm for several years so as to
afford themselves the time necessary to acquire a perpetual conservation
easement.

The RFP (including all associated application forms) and the Department’s new
2014 Model Agricultural Conservation Easement are available for printing from the

Department’s website at www.agriculture.ny.gov under “Funding Opportunities.” In
addition, our staff can provide these documents to you via e-mail. To receive any or all

of these documents in digital form, or if you require a printed paper copy, please contact:

David Behm, Farmiand Protection Program Manager
Division of Land and Water Resources

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

10B Airline Drive

Albany, NY 12235

Telephone: 800-554-4501 or 518-485-7729
Fax: 518-457-3412

E-mail: david.behm@agriculture.ny.gov

All proposals must be received at the Department (not postmarked by) no
later than 4:30 p.m. local time, Monday, July 14, 2014.

Thank you for your interest in farmland protection in New York State. | look forward
to receiving your proposals.

Sincerely,

(ﬂl}ﬂé &

Richard A. Ball
Commissioner
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