A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY

LEGISLATOR SAVAGE & BURKE

Re: Urge New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign S.6516, authorizing
local governments to establish and enforce higher levels of minimum wage.

Whereas, During his 2014 State of the Union Address, President Barack Obama called
upon the United States (U.S.) Congress to raise the minimum wage to $10.10 per hour; and

Whereas, During his 2013 State of the State Address, Governor Andrew Cuomo called
upon the New York legislature to raise the minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to $8.75 and for
future increases to be automatically indexed to inflation; and

Whereas, The 2013 New York State budget passed by the legislature and signed by
Governor Cuomo raised the minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to $9 per hour over the course
of three years, beginning with $8 by the end of 2013, $8.75 by the end of 2014 and $9 by the end
of 2015 with no index to inflation; and

Whereas, the value of the 1970 New York State minimum wage in 2014 dollars is
$11.11; and

Whereas, Since the recent minimum wage increase in New York State, before taxes, a
full time minimum wage worker in New York earning $8 per hour, working 40 hours a week, 52
weeks a year, will earn $64 per day, $320 per week, or $16,640 per year; and

Whereas, The cost of living varies greatly throughout New York State; and

Whereas, According to the New York Times, on March 26, 2014, the Connecticut State
Legislature passed a law raising the state minimum wage to $10.10 by 2017; and

Whereas, In the November 5, 2013 election, the people of New Jersey voted by
referendum to raise the minimum wage to $8.25 and to index future increases to inflation; and

Whereas, The cities of Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Santa Fe, San Jose and
Albuquerque have city-wide minimum wage rates higher than their corresponding state and the
overall federal minimum wage; and

Whereas, Cities like Chicago, San Francisco and Seattle are currently considering raising
their local minimum wages to $15 per hour, according to MSNBC; and

Whereas, However, New York State law currently prohibits municipalities and counties
like Erie County from setting their own minimum wage; and
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Whereas, 41% of workers in Erie County are classified as low-wage workers, earning
less than $15 per hour; and

Whereas, According to economic research, a higher minimum wage would likely
increase spending on locally produced goods and services by workers benefiting from such
increased wages, which in turn would likely produce greater demand and help stimulate the local
economy; and

Whereas, An increase in the minimum wage would potentially have a substantial impact
in lifting low income residents of Erie County out of poverty and would likely stimulate the
economy of Erie County given the high number of Erie County residents in minimum wage jobs;
and

Whereas, Erie County residents in minimum wage jobs should be provided with an
increased wage to better support their families and provide them with food and shelter; and

Whereas, New York State Senate Bill S.6516, by Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
would authorize municipalities to raise the minimum wage locally.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

Resolved, That the Erie County Legislature calls upon the New York State Legislature to
pass and the Governor to sign S.6516, authorizing local governments to establish and enforce
higher levels of minimum wage; and be it further

Resolved, that certified copies of this Resolution also be sent to the members of the
Western New York Delegation of the New York State Legislature.

Fiscal Impact: None
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Aliows localities to set & minimum wage beyond what is reauired by the
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New York is an =cencomically and gecgraphically diverse sizze. Agricultural procuction,
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increase another 12.3% by the end of 2015, it will not even approach the of an
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PRICR LEGISLATIVE FISTCRY:

TISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

To be determined.
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STATE OF NEW YORK

6516

IN SENATE

January 31, 2014

introduced by Sens. STEWART-COUSINS, GIANARIS, KRUZGER, HEZSPATLLAT,
PERPALTZ ~- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed

committed to the Committee on Labor

AN ACT to amend the labor law, in relaticn to authorizing local wage

standards higher than in the state labor law

THE PECPLE OF THLE STATE CF NEW YORK, RIP-ZCENTED LN SENATE AND  ASSEM-
ELY, [0 EXACT AL FOLLOWS:

Sectinsn .. Sesxtion 663 of the lakeor law is renumberen secrion 666 and
szetion €65 1s addsd to read as follows:

S 565, LOCAL WAGE STANDARDS. NCTEINS IN THIS THAFTER, THZ  MOUNICIPAL
HOME RULE LAW OF TEE GENEFAL MUNICIFAL LAW SHALL PROHIBRIT THE ADOPTION
GF ANY MTNIMUM ITANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY ANY APPLICABLE FEDERAL,
OR LOCRAL LAW, POLICY, TCNTRACT OR TRIFZPEINTE, OR 3Y A PURLIC IENEFIT
CORPORLTICK, OR AN{ FULE OR BRGULATION 1ISSUED LHEPEUNDER, ~LATING 1O
WEGES, HOUKE, QR OTEFEF WORKING CONGITIONS, OF Td% EHUFORCEMINT THERFOF,
WHICH ARE MORE FAVORABLE 1C EMPLOYEES IIAN I'IE MINIMUM SLUANDARDS ADPPLI-
CABLE UNDER THIS ARTICLE. A COGUNTY, CITY, TOWN, JILLAGY Ok PUBRLIC BENE-
PIT CORPUEATION MAY ANCPT SUCH STANDAADS, WHICH SHALL BE  SUSJECT  TO
ENFQRCEMENT BY ANY MEANS PROVIDED BY TAW, INZLUDING 30T NOT LIMITED TO
THOSE RUTHORTZED E? TEE COUNTY, CUTY, TOWN, YTLLAGY  OF FUPLIC 2ENFEIT
CORPOGRAETION, AND MAY ALSC BE ENFCRCED 3Y TLE COMMISSIGNER USING ANY AND
ALL EMNFORCEMENT METEODS PERMITTED BRY THIS CJHAPTFR  FOR  ENFDROIMFNT &
WAGE STANDARDS AND PAYMENT.

§ 2. Severability. If any provisicon of this act, or che application

thereof to any person or circumstance, srall be adjudged by any court of

compelent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, sush  “Suadrment

chal not aftect, impair or invalidate the remainder therec?, bul shall
tz confinea in its operation to the provision of this ae<, o©r 11 15

spplicarion  to  the person or 2ircumstarce, directly invelved in the

-n which such judament shall have Leen rendersd,

art =hall take effecr immediately.

EaPLANATICK--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) iz new; o er 1n brac=zets
| 15 cld law tc ke omitted.
LRDL377-02~-4
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