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STATE OF NEW YORK
THOMAS P. DiNAPOLI OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER GABRIEL F. DEYQ
COMPTROLLER 110 STATE STREET DEPUTY COMPTROLLER
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12236 DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY
Tel: (518) 474-4037 Fax: (518) 486-6479
September 19, 2014

Marc Poloncarz, County Executive
Members of the County Legislature
Timothy B. Howard, County Sheriff
Erie County

Edward A. Rath County Office Building
95 Franklin Street, Room 1100

Buffalo, NY 14202

Report Number: §9-13-27
Dear Executive Poloncarz, Members of the County Legislature and Sheriff Howard:

A top priority of the Office of the State Comptroller is to help county officials manage their
resources efficiently and effectively and, by so doing, provide accountability for tax dollars spent
to support county operations. The Comptroller oversees the fiscal affairs of local governments
statewide, as well as compliance with relevant statutes and observance of good business practices.
This fiscal oversight is accomplished, in part, through our audits, which identify opportunities for
improving operations and County Legislature governance. Audits also can identify strategies to
reduce costs and to strengthen controls intended to safeguard assets.

In accordance with these goals, we conducted an audit of eight counties throughout New York
State. The objective of our audit was to determine whether counties are controlling inmate hospital
costs and paying appropriate rates for the services provided. We included the County of Erie
(County) in this audit. Within the scope of this audit, we examined the County’s process for
controlling inmate hospital costs for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012.
Following is a report of our audit of the County. This audit was conducted pursuant to Article V,
Section 1 of the State Constitution, and the State Comptroller’s authority as set forth in Article 3
of the New York State General Municipal Law.

This report of examination letter contains our findings and recommendations specific to the
County. We discussed the findings and recommendations with County officials and considered
their comments, which appear in Appendix A, in preparing this report. County officials generally
agreed with the findings and recommendations and indicated they planned to take corrective
action. At the completion of our audit of the eight counties, we prepared a global report that
summarizes the significant issues we identified at all of the counties audited.
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