ERIE COUNTY LANCASTER-ALDEN
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 16
EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW REPORT
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PREPARED BY: ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING

FOR: ERIE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL & FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD
: ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE
RS
PURSUANT TO: SECTION 303-A OF THE AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

OVERVIEW

The Lancaster-Alden Agricultural District, which is comprises lands in the Towns of Lancaster and Alden, was
initially created on April 28, 1983, and is undergoing its fourth eight-year review. The present district contains
9,356 acres. In August 2014, notifications were mailed to all property owners within the district to notify them
of the district review, and inviting modification requests.

NATURE AND STATUS OF FARMING AND FARM RESOURCES

Farms in Erie County are diverse and include dairy, vegetable, greenhouse, fruit, cash crops, horse, maple syrup,
poultry, various livestock, Christmas tree, and aquaculture. Dairy farm sales top the list with nursery and
greenhouse sales second, and vegetables third. In total, Erie County farm sales were just over $117 million in
2007.

The 2007 Census of Agriculture reported that Erie County had 1,215 farms with 149,356 acres in production
covering 22% of the county’s land base. The number of farms decreased by 6% from 2002 to 2007 and there
was an 8% loss of farmland in the county. Most of the farms in Erie County are small — 62% of the farms grossed
less than $10,000, and almost half of the farms work less than 50 acres. All of these farms as a group contribute
substantially to the county economy and agricultural landscape.

The Lancaster Alden Agricultural District is located within an area of Erie County that is experiencing some
development pressure, which has resulted in a reduction of agricultural district lands in this area during prior
recertification periods. There is limited water and sewer in this district. Strong agricultural communities are
found to the south and east of the district, which bodes well for the continuation of agricultural operations in
towns that were once heavily farmed.

Bands of prime soils pass through the lands of the Lancaster-Alden Agricultural District. Other soils found in the
district tend to be New York State prime or important soils. This adds to agricultural viability within the District.
District Modifications

Two modification requests were received during the eight-year review:

REQUEST PARCEL ACRES PARCEL ADDRESS TOWN LANDOWNER
Removal 116.00-3-28.17 6.1 5600 William Street Lancaster Richard & Cheryl! Dillon
inclusion 118.00-2-17 48 11790 Broadway Alden Helen & James Giczkowski
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EXTENT TO WHICH COUNTY AND LOCAL COMPREHENSIVE PLANS, POLICIES, AND OBIJECTIVES ARE
CONSISTENT WITH AND SUPPORT THE DISTRICT

Framework for Regional Growth

The “Framework for Regional Growth” was adopted as Erie County’s comprehensive plan. The Framework
regards the district lands within the Towns of Lancaster and Alden as rural. The Framework encourages
reinvestment and redevelopment of the developed areas of the county, reduce the extension of water and
sewer infrastructure into the developing and rural areas of the county, and halt the conversion of agricultural
lands. These goals are in accordance with the goals and intent of the State Agricultural Districts Program.

Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan

The new Erie County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, which was completed in October 2012, creates
innovative strategies to guide the County to identify and protect agricultural land with development pressure,
support new farms and attract new farmers to Erie County, identify strategies to increase the financial viability
of agriculture in the County, connect rural and urban farmers with consumers and new markets, and increase
accessibility of healthy, local food for consumers.

Local Comprehensive Plans

The district includes lands from the Town of Lancaster and Alden. When county funding became available to
municipalities for the development of new or revision of existing comprehensive plans, the Erie County
Department of Environment and Planning provided guidelines for a farmland protection element in those plans.
As a result, many local comprehensive plans now include a section on agricultural lands and means of
protecting such lands. The two communities in the Lancaster Alden Agricultural District used these funds to
update or replace their comprehensive plans to include an agricultural preservation component.

The Town of Lancaster Comprehensive Plan acknowledges that agricultural lands are a valuable resource that
must be protected. The Plan includes numerous goals and policies in support of agriculture. The plan states that
large-scale land subdivisions and sewer extensions should not be allowed within Agricultural Districts. The plan
also recommends that the Town of Lancaster should update its zoning ordinance and zoning map to include
preservation of the eastern most portions of the Town as agricultural.

Farming and agriculture are historic land uses in the Town of Alden, which is due in part to the abundance of
soils throughout the area that are well suited for crop production. The Town of Alden Comprehensive Plan
encourages growth patterns, land use policies, and conservation measures that are respectful of agricultural
operations and productive farmland. The Plan calls for efforts to build public support for the community’s farms
and farmers and promote, protect and assist agriculture as a functional sector of the local economy.

Right-To-Farm Legislation

The Erie County Legislature adopted a County Right to Farm Law effective January 1, 2001. This law recognizes
the importance of agriculture to Erie County and alerts prospective buyers of property adjacent to or within an
agricultural district to the impacts of agricultural practices (e.g. noise, dust, odors, etc.). The disclosure notice to
be signed at the time of contract sale is also a part of the county law. The Towns of Lancaster and Alden have
also enacted right-to-farm laws, recognizing agriculture as an important part of their economy.

EXTENT TO WHICH THE DISTRICT HAS ACHIEVED ITS ORIGINAL OBJECTIVES

The Lancaster-Alden Agricultural District No. 16 has met its intended goal, and in conjunction with the other
Agricultural Districts within Erie County, formed the foundation for the County’s future actions towards
agricultural protection and enhancement.
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DEGREE OF COORDINATION BETWEEN LOCAL LAWS, ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS

The Towns of Lancaster and Alden currently enforce Zoning Ordinances, with district lands falling
predominantly within agricultural residential use zoning districts, which are designed to accommodate primarily
agricultural and rural residential uses. Farms and agricultural operations are allowed by right in these districts.

RECOMMENDATION

Based upon the findings contained within this report, it is recommended that the Erie County Legislature renew
the Lancaster-Alden Agricultural District No. 16 with the aforementioned addition and deletion.
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ATTACHMENTS

A. Map — Lancaster-Alden Agricultural District

B. Map — Existing Erie County Agricultural Districts
C. 30-Day Notice / Public Hearing Notice

D. Modification Request Forms and Maps
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF 30-DAY PERIOD FOR INCLUSION OF
PREDOMINANTLY VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LANDS
INTO EXISTING AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS
&
30-DAY PERIOD FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 16 (LANCASTER-ALDEN) & 17 (AMHERST)
PURSUANT TO THE EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW

Per New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-b, the Erie County Legislature designated
September 1 through September 30 as the annual thirty-day period during which landowners may submit
requests to include predominantly viable agricultural land into any existing certified agricultural district. The
Erie County Department of Environment and Planning (DEP) will accept applications for inclusion from
September 1 through September 30.

Per New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-a, the County Legislature is required to review a
district eight years after its creation and every eight years thereafter. Agricultural District 16, which
encompasses 9,356 acres in the Towns of Lancaster and Alden, was originally established on April 28, 1983.
Agricultural District 17, which encompasses 1,475 acres in the Town of Amherst, was originally established on
April 25, 1991.

From September 1 through September 30, any municipality whose territory encompasses Agricultural Districts
16 or 17, any State Agency, or any landowner within or adjacent to Districts 16 or 17, may propose a
modification.

At the termination of the thirty day period, all proposed modifications will be submitted to the Erie County
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) for review. A public hearing will also be scheduled to
consider all modification requests and the recommendations of the AFPB.

Copies of the modification request form have been provided to Municipal Clerks, Assessors, and Chief Elected
Officials for distribution to interested landowners. The request form and maps of the Districts will be available
in the DEP offices, as well as on the DEP website at www.erie.gov/environment.

All proposed modifications to Agricultural Districts 16 or 17, and requests for inclusion in any Erie County
Agricultural District, must be submitted to DEP between September 1 and September 30, 2014.

CONTACT:

Rachel Chrostowski, Planner

Erie County Environment & Planning
95 Franklin Street, 10" Floor
Buffalo, NY 14202

Phone: (716) 858-8002

Fax: (716) 858-7248

Email: agriculture@erie.qov

Please keep posted through September 30, 2014
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING ON REQUESTS FOR AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT MODIFICATIONS
PURSUANT TO THE ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD & EIGHT YEAR REVIEW
OF AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 16 (LANCASTER-ALDEN) & 17 (AMHERST)

Per New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-b, the Erie County Legislature designated
September 1 through September 30 as the annual thirty-day period during which landowners may submit
requests to include predominantly viable agricultural land into an existing certified agricultural district.

During the 2014 enrollment period, three landowners requested the following inclusions:

PARCEL ACRES PARCEL ADDRESS TOWN | LANDOWNER DISTRICT
241.00-3-48.111 33.7 Deer Run Road Boston Lenny Ciolek Eden 2
156.00-2-54 19.5 120 Hemstreet Road Eima Scott Meyers Elma 13
108.00-1-22.12 89.23 12551 North Road Alden Justin Pautler Alden-Newstead 1

Pursuant to Article 25-AA of the Agriculture and Markets Law, Agricultural District No. 16, which
encompasses approximately 9,356 acres within the Towns of Lancaster and Alden was originally
established on April 28, 1983; and Agricultural District No. 17, which encompasses approximately 1,475
acres within the Town of Amherst, was originally established on April 25, 1991. Under Section 303-a(1) of
the Agriculture and Markets Law, the County Legislature is required to review districts eight years after
their creation and every eight years thereafter.

A comment period was held from September 1 through September 30, during which any municipality
whose territory encompasses Districts 16 and 17, any State Agency, or any landowner within or adjacent to
the District, may propose a modification to the District.

The following modifications were proposed for District 16:

REQUEST PARCEL ACRES | PARCEL ADDRESS TOWN LANDOWNER
Removal | 116.00-3-28.17 6.1 5600 William Street | Lancaster Richard & Cheryl Dillon
Inclusion 118.00-2-17 48 11790 Broadway Alden Helen & James Giczkowski

No modifications were proposed for District 17.

The Erie County Legislature is holding a public hearing to consider the abovementioned modification
requests and district reviews, as well as the recommendations of the Erie County Agricultural and
Farmland Protection Board. The hearing is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 5, 2014 at
Erie County Cornell Cooperative Extension Office, 21 South Grove Street, East Aurora, NY 14052.

CONTACT;

Rachel Chrostowski, Planner

Erie County Environment & Planning

95 Franklin Street, 10" Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202

Phone: (716) 858-8002

Fax: (716) 858-7248

Email: agriculture@erie.gov 082]2.82;1?1-;




AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT MODIFICATION FORM

This form is to be completed by agricultural landowners who wish to request a modification to an existing agricultural district. The information obtained
from this form will be used by the County to determine the significance and viability of agriculture.

REQUESTS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO SEPTEMBER 30.

D New Enrollment Request Modification to District 16 (Lancaster-Alden) D Modification to District 17 (Ambherst)

LANDOWNER INFORMATION

OWNER NAME: Richard & Cheryl Dillon

PHONE: (716) 681-1974

ADDRESS: 5600 William Street

ALT. PHONE: (716) 601-5664

CITY ST, ZIP: Lancaster, NY 14086

EMAIL: rdillon@roadrunner.com

FARM DESCRIPTION

6.1 Total number of acres owned
0 Total number of acres farmed/cropped
0 Total number of acres rented (from another landowner as part of the subject farm)
0 Approximate annual gross sales (or indicate if farm does not currently have gross sales)
MODIFICATION REQUEST INFORMATION
(Tai ?cli_eﬂtcji?ct;iiron) BTG ACEITEES UL (aScIrZees) T)g)[fe?;ctlizzrrwm CI)%\;V:teezc’zg *‘Zzii;r
116.00-3-28.17 5600 William St Lancaster 6.1 NA NA

Please remove this property from the
Agricultural District

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED REQUEST FORM TO:
Erie County Department of Environment & Planning
Attention: Rachel Chrostowski

95 Franklin Street, 10th Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202
OR
agriculture@erie.gov

Questions? Contact Planner Rachel Chrostowski at (716) 858-8002 or aqriculturg@(gi]e(BO\21 D-7
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Removal Request - 116.00-3-28.17
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AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT MODIFICATION FORM

This form is to be completed by agricultural landowners who wish to request a modification to an existing agricultural district. The information obtained
from this form will be used by the County to determine the significance and viability of agriculture.

REQUESTS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO SEPTEMBER 30.

|:| New Enroliment Request @ Modification to District 16 (Lancaster-Alden) D Modification to District 17 (Amherst)

— LANDOWNER INFORMATION

. Giczkowski JAmes , Biiae

OWNERNAME: = " o el ol PHONE: (/i) 937-7839

ADDRESS: | / g (3 BROF)d(.AJQ\{ ALT. PHONE: ( TIL) bg¢.-/§7/ |

avsLZP N deyw N0Y  J4004 emalL; Hot ik batloon @ Roahes%ee.,fo%‘
3 & v

FARM DESCRIPTION

“f 8 e Total number of acres owned

Total number of acres farmed/cropped

Total number of acres rented (from another landowner as part of the subject farm)

Approximate annual gross sales (or indicate if farm does not currently have gross sales)

MODIFICATION REQUEST INFORMATION

SBL Number Sl i Size Type of Farm Owner-Operated or
(Tax Identification) (acres) Operation Rented to Another
100.01-1-1.01 1 Sample Street Anytown | 10.2 | Dairy, Hay fields | Owner-Operated

: T would Like To hinve The pLdBiJ
118:00-2-1T |Rest o F the Phreel Tneluded

L

Tn the RDisteict.

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED REQUEST FORM TO:
Erie County Department of Environment & Planning
Attention: Rachel Chrostowski
95 Franklin Street, 10th Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202
OR
agriculture@erie.gov

Questions? Contact Planner Rachel Chrostowski at (716) 858-8002 or aqricultug@mmog1 D-7
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Inclusion Request - 118.00-2-17
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