
Comm. 21D-8 
Page 1 of 7



Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan 

The new Erie County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, which was completed in October 2012, creates 
innovative strategies to guide the County to identify and protect agricultural land with development pressure, 
support new farms and attract new farmers to Erie County, identify strategies to increase the financial viability 
of agriculture in the County, connect rural and urban farmers with consumers and new markets, and increase 
accessibility of healthy, local food for consumers. 

Local Comprehensive Plans 

The Amherst Bicentennial Comprehensive Plan was adopted by the Town Board on January 2, 2007 and 
amended on February 28, 2011. The plan states that agriculture “once played an important role in Amherst’s 
economy and way of life. While its economic influences have diminished in recent years, farming and 
agriculture continue to play a significant role in defining the character of Northern Amherst. “ 
 
Ensuring the long-term viability of agriculture and farming operations is key to maintaining diverse 
neighborhoods, including those with rural character. The Plan designates areas where agriculture and 
associated activities provide a unique setting in the town, including agricultural lands, included in Erie County 
Agricultural District #17 and lands adjacent to such areas where the long-term viability of agriculture may be 
threatened by inconsistent uses or infrastructure development that represents urban/suburban encroachment.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan also contains a policy that calls for limiting future sewer extensions. Designation of 
areas in North Amherst for agricultural use is an important component in the pursuit of diverse community 
character. Recognition and adherence to right–to-farm practices that protect the long term viability of farming 
operations on lands surrounding rural residential uses should be emphasized in development design.  

Right-To-Farm Legislation 

The Erie County Legislature adopted a County Right to Farm Law effective January 1, 2001. This law recognizes 
the importance of agriculture to Erie County and alerts prospective buyers of property adjacent to or within an 
agricultural district to the impacts of agricultural practices (e.g. noise, dust, odors, etc.). The disclosure notice to 
be signed at the time of contract sale is also a part of the county law. The Towns of Lancaster and Alden have 
also enacted right-to-farm laws, recognizing agriculture as an important part of their economy. 

EXTENT TO WHICH THE DISTRICT HAS ACHIEVED ITS ORIGINAL OBJECTIVES 

The Amherst Agricultural District No. 17 has met its intended goal, and in conjunction with the other 
Agricultural Districts within Erie County, formed the foundation for the County’s future actions towards 
agricultural protection and enhancement.  

DEGREE OF COORDINATION BETWEEN LOCAL LAWS, ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS  

To support the agricultural area, the Town has developed a zoning district permitting agriculture and associated 
land uses that are complementary to farming. Additionally, a Rural Residential District designed for lands 
surrounding agricultural areas is intended to minimize impacts from incompatible uses on farming and are not 
adversely affected by farm operations. Although these districts are currently in the Amherst Zoning Code, they 
have yet to be applied in locations that are consistent with the Plan. Much of the land in the Amherst 
Agricultural District is presently zoned Suburban Agricultural, which allows agricultural uses and practices as of 
right. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based upon the findings contained within this report, it is recommended that the Erie County Legislature 
recertify the Amherst Agricultural District No. 17 without modification. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

A. Map – Amherst Agricultural District 

B. Map – Existing Erie County Agricultural Districts 

C. 30-Day Notice / Public Hearing Notice 

D. RA-114 Form – Eight-Year Review Profile 

E. Environmental Review Completion Statement 

F. Amherst Agricultural District Parcel List  

G. Summary of Public Hearing Proceedings 

H. Cropland Map from Erie County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan (10/24/2012) 

I. Resolution from Erie County Legislature 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

NOTICE OF 30-DAY PERIOD FOR INCLUSION OF  

PREDOMINANTLY VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LANDS  

INTO EXISTING AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

& 

30-DAY PERIOD FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF  

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 16 (LANCASTER-ALDEN) & 17 (AMHERST) 

PURSUANT TO THE EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW 

 
Per New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-b, the Erie County Legislature designated 

September 1 through September 30 as the annual thirty-day period during which landowners may submit 

requests to include predominantly viable agricultural land into any existing certified agricultural district. The 

Erie County Department of Environment and Planning (DEP) will accept applications for inclusion from 

September 1 through September 30.  

 

Per New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-a, the County Legislature is required to review a 

district eight years after its creation and every eight years thereafter. Agricultural District 16, which 

encompasses 9,356 acres in the Towns of Lancaster and Alden, was originally established on April 28, 1983. 

Agricultural District 17, which encompasses 1,475 acres in the Town of Amherst, was originally established on 

April 25, 1991.  

 

From September 1 through September 30, any municipality whose territory encompasses Agricultural Districts 

16 or 17, any State Agency, or any landowner within or adjacent to Districts 16 or 17, may propose a 

modification.  

 

At the termination of the thirty day period, all proposed modifications will be submitted to the Erie County 

Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) for review. A public hearing will also be scheduled to 

consider all modification requests and the recommendations of the AFPB.  

 

Copies of the modification request form have been provided to Municipal Clerks, Assessors, and Chief Elected 

Officials for distribution to interested landowners. The request form and maps of the Districts will be available 

in the DEP offices, as well as on the DEP website at www.erie.gov/environment.  

 

All proposed modifications to Agricultural Districts 16 or 17, and requests for inclusion in any Erie County 

Agricultural District, must be submitted to DEP between September 1 and September 30, 2014.  

 

CONTACT: 

Rachel Chrostowski, Planner 

Erie County Environment & Planning 

95 Franklin Street, 10
th

 Floor 

Buffalo, NY 14202 

Phone: (716) 858-8002 

Fax: (716) 858-7248 

Email: agriculture@erie.gov 

 

Please keep posted through September 30, 2014 
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