MARK C. POLONCARZ

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

October 15, 2014

Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street, Fourth Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

Re: 2015 Erie County Budget and Comptroller’s Request to Delete Audit Positions
Dear Honorable Legislators:

Today, I delivered to your Honorable Body the executive-recommended 2015 Erie County
Budget (2015 Budget”), including the budget for the Office of the Erie County Comptroller. 1am
writing to explain why I made alterations to the requested budget submitted by Comptroller Stefan
Mychajliw pertaining to his Division of Audit and Control.

In his 2015 Budget, the Comptroller proposes to delete three (3) career civil service auditor
positions, two (2) of which are occupied, and utilize the funds from the deletion of those positions
(8237,500) to fund the retention of an outside accounting firm to do the same work as the auditors.
As such, the Comptroller intends to “outsource” audit positions and functions to a private-sector firm.

Based on a September 30, 2014 legal opinion and counsel provided to me (and to the
Comptroller) by the Department of Labor Relations, I cannot honor the Comptroller’s request. In that
letter, the Department of Labor Relations opined that the proposed action would violate the Taylor
Law, and CSEA Local 815 would have legitimate standing to file, and win an improper labor charge
against the County at the New York Public Employment Relations Board.

For these and other reasons and factors, I have recommended the restoration of the three audit
positions in the 2015 Budget and | respectfully urge you to retain these apolitical, career civil service
positions in the budget and not to support the Comptroller’s attempted privatization of his Division of
Audit and Control.

Sincerely yours,

MoPC R0omparr

Mark C. Poloncarz, Esq.
Erie County Executive
MCP/mt

cc: Comptroller Stefan Mychajliw
Denise Szymura, President, CSEA Local §15
Mary Thomas Scott, Esq., Interim Commissioner of Labor Relations
David Palmer, Commissioner of Personnel

Michael Siragusa, Esq., County Attorney
Comm. 21E-22
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