A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATOR GRANT

RE: Exploring a Student Loan Program, Instead of a Taxpayer-Funded College
Education, for the State’s Prison Population in Order to Reduce Recidivism

WHEREAS, the controversial proposal to provide a taxpayer-paid college education to
New York State prison inmates has created an understandable pushback from residents wary of
the expenditure of scarce public dollars during tight fiscal times, that if implemented, would help
those in society who by the crimes they have committed are viewed as undeserving of such a
benefit; and

WHEREAS, the proposal by Gov. Cuomo certainly offers a noble endpoint, that is
providing prison inmates with a higher level of education in order to leave prison with the
education and skill set necessary for today’s economy, and thereby never returning to a life of
crime with an all too often return to prison — which at a tremendous cost to law-abiding
taxpayers in terms of victimization and suffering, theft and property damage, and the public tax
dollars spent on repeated incarcerations, begs for some type of ‘out-of-the-box’ thinking; and

WHEREAS, the debate no doubt represents a paradox, in that studies comparing
education to recidivism point to higher education keeping people out of prison, yet a taxpayer-
funded program to grant such an education does not enjoy significant public support; and

WHEREAS, opposition is understandable in light of New York families struggling to put
their children through college without public tax dollars — students who did not break the law,
and who nonetheless find that not only is college becoming ever more costly, they also find that
government-funded programs to help pay for college are being slashed, and eligibility for need-
based government assistance is also being tightened; and

WHEREAS, indeed, with NYSUNY 2020 leading to higher tuition costs for a lot of
students, SUNY funding cuts resulting in reductions in programming, funding reductions to the
Tuition Assistance Program and smaller TAP allowances, Albany policymakers must explore
alternatives to the Cuomo proposal, such as placing the burden of payment for a college
education on the people receiving the college education — the inmates themselves; and

WHEREAS, exploring the concept of a student loan program has merit in that such an
approach would achieve the goal set forth by Gov. Cuomo, to offer college-level coursework,
and the hope that by doing so that a different and more favorable outcome could ensue; and that
such an inmate student loan program would also shift the financial burden away from everyday
taxpayers who should not have to bear such a cost.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that consideration of alternative ways to fund a proposal by Gov. Cuomo to
restore college education in the State’s prison system be sought by Albany policymakers, in the
hope that by providing the inmate population with the tools necessary in today’s society to
secure meaningful employment and become productive, law-abiding members of our
community, that better outcome can be achieved, a higher quality of life can be realized by
former inmates, and that the recidivism rate can be reduced; and be it further

RESOLVED, that while seeking alternatives in funding, that the Erie County Legislature
believes policy makers should consider a college loan program — not a gift of public tax dollars
and not unlike college loans outside prison — whereby once an inmate completes his or her
sentence and secures gainful employment, that the student loan can then begin to be repaid; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature shall forward certified copies of this
resolution to the Governor of the State of New York, the Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo; the
Coalition Co-Majority Leaders of the New York State Senate, the Honorable Dean G. Skelos and
the Honorable Jeff Klein; the Speaker of the New York State Assembly, the Honorable Sheldon
Silver; the Democratic Conference Leader of the New York State Senate, the Honorable Andrea
Stewart-Cousins; the Erie County Executive, the Honorable Mark C. Poloncarz; the President of
the Buffalo Common Council, the Honorable Darius G. Pridgen; the Honorable Members of the
WNY Delegation to the New York State Legislature; Mr. Jeffrey M. Conrad, Chair of the Erie
County & Buffalo Safe Neighborhoods Initiative; and to the Erie County Community
Corrections Advisory Board.

FISCAL IMPACT: None for resolution.
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