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ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

MEETING NO. 6
MARCH 20, 2014
The Legislature was called to order by Chair Mills. 

All members present.
An Invocation was held, led by Mr. Morton, who offered a short prayer.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Rath.
Item 1 – No tabled items. 


Item 2 – No items for reconsideration from previous meeting.

Item 3 – MR. LORIGO moved for the approval of the minutes for Meeting Number 3 from 2014. MS. DIXON seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


Item 4 – MR. LORIGO moved for the approval of the minutes for Meeting Number 4 from 2014. MS. DIXON seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Item 5 – No public hearings.
MISCELLANEOUS RESOLUTIONS

Item 6 – MR. LOUGHRAN presented a resolution Memorializing the Life of Charles J. Sabatino, Ph.D.

Item 7 – MR. MILLS presented a resolution Honoring Judge Peter F. Gugino Posthumously in Naming the New Town of Brant Court Room the Peter F. Gugino Memorial Court Room.

Item 8 – MS. GRANT, MR. LOUGHRAN, MS. MILLER-WILLIAMS & MR. BURKE presented a resolution Honoring the Dialysis Patients of Children's Hospital of Buffalo for National Kidney Month 2014.

MR. LORIGO moved for consideration of the above three items.  MR. RATH seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


MR. LORIGO moved to amend the above three items to add one resolution for MS. GRANT and to include Et Al Sponsorship.  MS. DIXON seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


MR. LORIGO moved for approval of the above three items as amended.  MR. RATH seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

LOCAL LAWS

Item 9 – CHAIR MILLS directed that Local Law No. 1 (Print #1) 2013 remain on the table and in the ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.


GRANTED.
Item 10 – CHAIR MILLS directed that Local Law No. 1 (Print #1) 2014 remain on the table and in the HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE.


GRANTED.
Item 11 – CHAIR MILLS directed that Local Law No. 2 (Print #1) 2014 remain on the table and in the HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE.


GRANTED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS


Item 12 – No committee reports.
LEGISLATOR RESOLUTIONS

Item 13 – No Legislator Resolutions.

COMMUNICATIONS DISCHARGED FROM COMMITTEE


Item 14 – No items discharged from committee.

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES


Item 15 – MR. LORIGO moved for a Suspension of the Rules to include an item not on the agenda.

GRANTED.


COMM. 6E-22 from the COUNTY EXECUTIVE Re: Appointment of the Commissioner of the Department of Personnel

Received and referred to the GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 
FROM THE SHERIFF
Item 16 – MR. LORIGO presented the following resolution and moved for immediate consideration and approval.  MR. RATH seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

RESOLUTION NO. 59


RE:
Authorization to Contract - Flight 







Instructor Services









(COMM. 6E-1)

WHEREAS, the Erie County Sheriff’s Office requires the services of a qualified individual to perform flight instructor services for a new pilot in the Aviation Division, and 
WHEREAS, Jacob Ventura has been selected by the Sheriff’s Office to serve in this capacity; and 

WHEREAS, sufficient funds have already been appropriated therefore requiring no additional tax dollars.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Sheriff’s Office and the County Executive are hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with Jacob Ventura (license # 3214005) in an amount not to exceed $17,100 for the purpose of training and certifying a pilot for the Aviation Division; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Erie County legislature does hereby authorize the waiving of Section 19.08 of the Administrative Code for this purpose; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive’s Office, the Office of the Sheriff, the Erie County Comptroller and the County Attorney.


MR. LORIGO moved to amend.  MR. RATH seconded.



CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


DELETE THE SECOND RESOLVED AND REPLACE WITH:

RESOLVED, that the Erie County legislature does hereby authorize the waiving of Section 19.08 of the Administrative Code for this purpose due to a finding of necessity in training a pilot for their Aviation Division; and be it further


MR. LORIGO moved to approve as amended.  MR. RATH seconded.

Item 17 – MR. LORIGO presented the following resolution and moved for immediate consideration and approval.  MS. DIXON seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

RESOLUTION NO. 60


RE:
Asset Forfeiture Allocation







(COMM. 6E-2)

WHEREAS, procedures have been established by Resolution #Int. 23-3 adopted on December 1, 1994; and

WHEREAS, there are currently $235,949 in funds available for distribution to the Sheriff's Office in the Asset Forfeiture Trust Account; and

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office has determined that the need exists to replace several aging vehicles within its fleet.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that $63,800 in available balances in the Asset Forfeiture Trust Fund is hereby authorized for transfer to account #561440 Motor Vehicle Equipment in the Erie County Sheriff’s Office for the purchase of two vehicles in the Fleet Division; and be it further

RESOLVED, that these expenditures meet the criteria established by the U.S. Department of Justice for the use of equitable shared funds; and be it further


RESOLVED, that certified copies be forwarded to the Division of Budget and Management, the Erie County Comptroller, the Department of Emergency Services and the Chief of Administration of the Sheriff for implementation.
Item 18 – MR. LORIGO presented the following resolution and moved for immediate consideration and approval.  MS. DIXON seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

RESOLUTION NO. 61


RE:
West Valley Demonstration Project 







Funding







(COMM. 6E-3)

WHEREAS, the West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) is a federal high level radioactive waste cleanup project located 35 miles south of the City of Buffalo, on the border with Erie County, within the Great Lakes watershed and upstream of fresh water intakes for Erie County residents; and 

WHEREAS, WVDP is one of the largest federal projects and a significant employer in the Western New York region; and


WHEREAS, the President’s 2015 budget request included $60.5 million for the WVDP; and 


WHEREAS, when the Department of Energy issued its Decommissioning Environmental Impact Statement in 2010, it assumed that Phase 1 Decommissioning activities could be completed in ten years with an annual federal appropriation of $75 million; and 


WHEREAS, since that time, the annual federal appropriation has generally been between $60 and $65 million, and this level of funding has significantly impacted the 10-year schedule for Phase 1 decommissioning activities; and


WHEREAS, if the WVDP receives an annual federal appropriation of just $60 million throughout Phase 1, it will take 20 years to complete, which is twice as long as the DOE initially estimated when they assumed funding would remain at the $75 million level; and


WHEREAS, an annual cost of $20 million is required at a minimum to maintain the facility to insure safety and protect the public from exposure; and


WHEREAS, the extension of Phase 1 decommissioning work from 10 to 20 years add an additional $200 million in maintenance cost to the project; and


WHEREAS, the DOE must provide adequate funding to meet its stated ROD timeframe and obligations. 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature hereby requests the federal government restore WVDP funding to the $75 million level that was anticipated when the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision were issued in 2010; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature hereby requests that this level of funding be maintained during the 10-year period specified in the Phased Decisionmaking alternative selected by the DOE in their Record of Decision; and be it further


RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to US Secretary of Energy Moniz; Senators Schumer and Gillibrand; Congressman Reed; Congressman Higgins; Congressman Collins; Governor Cuomo; Bryan Bower, USDOE Director of the WVDP; and Paul Bembia, NYSERDA Director of the West Valley Site Management Program; and be it further.

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the County Executive; Maria R. Whyte, Commissioner of Environment and Planning; Thomas Hersey, Deputy Commissioner of Environment and Planning; and Paul Kranz, P.E., Associate Engineer.
FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Item 19 – (COMM. 6E-4)  2014 Consolidated Bond Resolution

Received and referred to the FINANCE & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.
FROM LEGISLATOR BURKE
Item 20 – (COMM. 6E-5)  Lease Agreement for Legislative Office Space

Received and referred to the GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.
FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Item 21 – (COMM. 6E-6)  Right-of-Way Acquisition-Lenox Road, Culvert Replacement, Town of Collins

Item 22 – (COMM. 6E-7)  Conveyance of Excess Highway Right-of-Way, Southwestern Boulevard and Webster Road, Town of Orchard Park

Item 23 – (COMM. 6E-8)  Planning and Engineering Services Agreement, Bethlehem Steel Rail Utilization Plan

The above three items were received and referred to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE.
FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Item 24 – (COMM. 6E-9)  EC Sewer District Nos. 1, 2, 4 & 5, Engineer Term Contract Agreement, Wm Schutt Associates
Item 25 – (COMM. 6E-10)  EC Sewer District Nos. 1, 2, 4 & 5, Engineer Term Contract Agreement, GPI
Item 26 – (COMM. 6E-11)  EC Sewer District Nos. 3, 6 & 8, Engineer Term Contract Agreement, DiDonato Associates
The above three items were received and referred to the ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.
FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Item 27 – (COMM. 6E-12)  Letter to Legislature Clerk Regarding Letters of Interest for Commissioner EC Water Authority
Item 28 – (COMM. 6E-13)  Commissioner Jann's Request for Re-appointment as EC Water Authority Commissioner
Item 29 – (COMM. 6E-14)  Letter to Democratic Party Caucus Regarding Potential Candidates for Commissioner EC Water Authority
Item 30 – (COMM. 6E-15)  Letter to Independence Party Member Regarding Potential Candidates for Commissioner EC Water Authority
Item 31 – (COMM. 6E-16)  Letter to Conservative Party Member Regarding Potential Candidates for Commissioner EC Water Authority
The above five items were received and referred to the ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.
FROM THE COMPTROLLER
Item 32 – (COMM. 6E-17)  State Authorization for the Private Sale of Bonds by Negotiated Agreement
Item 33 – (COMM. 6E-18)  Cost Allocation Contract
Item 34 – (COMM. 6E-19)  January 2014 Sales Tax Revenue
The above three items were received and referred to the FINANCE & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.
FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Item 35 – (COMM. 6E-20)  Appointments to EC Fire Advisory Board
Received and referred to the PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE. 

FROM THE SHERIFF
Item 36 – (COMM. 6E-21)  FY13 Bomb Squad Grant
Received and referred to the PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENTS
FROM THE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE

Item 37 – (COMM. 6D-1)  Notice of Audit of Fleet Services
. 

Received and referred to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PEOPLE AND OTHER AGENCIES

FROM THE BUFFALO & EC PUBLIC LIBRARY


Item 38 – (COMM. 6M-1) Copy of February 20, 2014 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
Received and referred to the COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE.

FROM THE BUFFALO & EC PUBLIC LIBRARY

Item 39 – (COMM. 6M-2) Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Monthly Report - February 2014
Received and referred to the COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE.

FROM GLORIA MCLAUGHLIN

Item 40 – (COMM. 6M-3) Incarceration Rates in Erie County
Received and referred to the PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Item 41 – CHAIR MILLS announced that the committee schedules and agendas have been distributed.  

Item 42 – MS. GRANT encouraged her colleagues to nominate individuals to be named by the Legislature as Citizen of the Month.
MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS


Item 43 – Legislator Loughran requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Dr. Charles Sabatino.


Item 44 – Legislator Dixon requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Dr. Robert Gingell.

Item 45 – Legislator Miller-Williams requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Ronald Breckenridge, Virginia Chavers and Lawelden Warren.

Item 46 – Legislator Hardwick requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Jean Litz and Effie Hettman.


Item 47 – Legislator Rath requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Helen Hudson and Stanley Zagora.


Item 48 – Legislator Grant requested that when the Legislature adjourns, it do so in memory of Marie Salter.
ADJOURNMENT

Item 49 - At this time, there being no further business to transact, CHAIR MILLS announced that the Chair would entertain a Motion to Adjourn.


MR. LORIGO moved that the Legislature adjourn until Thursday, April 3, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.  MR. RATH seconded.


CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.


CHAIR MILLS declared the Legislature adjourned until Thursday, April 3, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

SCOTT W. KROLL
CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
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