CoOuNTY OF ERIE

MICHELLE M. PARKER

MICHAEL A. SIRAGUSA
FIRST ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY

ERIE COUNTY ATTORNEY
MARK C. POLONCARZ
COUNTY EXECUTIVE JEREMY C. TOTH
DEPARTMENT OF LAW SECOND ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY

December 30, 2014

Ms. Karen McCarthy, Clerk
Erie County Legislature

92 Franklin Street. 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

Dear Ms. McCarthy:

In compliance with the Resolution passed by the Erie County Legislature on June 25, 1987,
regarding notification of lawsuits and claims filed against the County of Erie, enclosed please find a copy

of the following:

File Name: Steinhilber, Peter v. Erie County,
Sheriff's Department

Document Received: Verified Complaint

Name of Claimant: Peter D. Steinhilber
3651 Breckenridge Road

Hamburg 14075
Claimant's attorney:

Should you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

MICHAEL A. SIRAGUSA

Erie County Attorney

By: FML iAol it —

"“Michelle M. Parker

MMP/dkw

cc: Michael A. Siragusa, Erie County Attorney
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ANDREW M. CUOMO

GOVERNOR
NEW YORK STATE
DIVISION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
NEW YORK STATE DIVISION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS on the Complaint of VERIFIED COMPLAINT
PETER D. STEINHILBER, Pur§uant to Executive Law,

. Article 15
Complainant,
V- Case No.

ERIE COUNTY, SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 10172659

Respondent.

I, Peter D. Steinhilber, residing at 3651 Breckenridge Rd., Hamburg, NY, 14075, charge
the above named respondent, whose address is 95 Franklin St., Rm. 1634, Buffalo, NY, 14202
with an unlawful discriminatory practice relating to employment in violation of Article 15 of the
Executive Law of the State of New York (Human Rights Law) because of sexual orientation.

Date most recent or continuing discrimination took place is 12/5/2014.
The allegations are:

1. I'am a male who is heterosexual. Because of this, I have been subject to unlawful
discriminatory actions.

2. I was hired by the above named respondent in 1987 and have been assigned to the
Erie County Correctional Facility located at 11581 Walden Avenue, Alden, New York since
1999. I currently hold the job title of Deputy.

3. On 01/13/2014, I received a disciplinary write up for alleged improper behavior with
a civilian employee, Michelle Rautenstrauch. Ms. Rautenstrauch and I had not engaged in any
improper behavior and the allegation was found to be false. However, respondent took no
disciplinary action against my accuser, Sergeant Christine Green, who is homosexual. My
reputation was tarnished and my marriage was adversely affected by her false accusation.

4. In July 2014, respondent removed me from the post I had held for nine years, that of
primary escort, without cause or explanation and assigned me to less desirable duties. I am
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aware that this occurred due to false allegations made against me by associates of Sergeant
Green, Lynn Feldman and Debra Perry.

5. On or about 12/05/2014, respondent removed me from my training duties without
cause or explanation, I had been a certified trainer for fifteen years. In addition, Deputy
Assistant Superintendent Reardon told me that as long I was posted there, I would never be an
escort again. When I asked why, he said, “They said you know”. I believe respondent subjected
me to differential treatment due to my sexual orientation.

Based on the foregoing, I charge respondent with an unlawful discriminatory practice relating
to employment because of sexual orientation, in violation of the New York State Human Rights
Law (Executive Law, Article 15), Section 296.

I have not commenced any other civil action, nor do I have an action pending before any
administrative agency, under any state or local law, based upon this same unlawful
discriminatory practice.

* Peter D. Stg)}nﬂfber Q

STATE OF NEW YORK ) SS:
COUNTY OF ) ‘

Peter D. Steinhilber, being duly sworn, deposes and says: that he/she is the complainant herein;
that he/she has read (or had read to him or her) the foregoing complaint and knows the content
thercof; that the same is true of his/her own knojvledge except as tghe matters therein stated on
information and belief; and that as to those mafters, he/she beljéves the same to be true.

e
Ve’
/Peter D. Ssﬁgﬁﬁﬁer k

Subscribed and sworn to
before me this /7 day
of Decowmleq ,201Yy

“Brciliy 4 7‘/11445&.%

Signature of Notary Public /S

oA s
» State of Ny
Qual?fi O1FR6187237ew York
My Con ed In Erje Coun
ssion Expireg May t1y9 2018
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