CoOuNTY OF ERIE
MARK C. POLONCARZ

COUNTY EXECUTIVE
December 31, 2014

Erie County Legislature

92 Franklin Street, 4" Floor FOR IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION
Buffalo, New York 14202

Re:  Appointment to the Department of Mental Health
Dear Honorable Members:

Pursuant to Article 13 § 1301 of the County’s Charter, [ hereby appoint Carol Dankert-
Maurer to be the Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health. As you may be aware the
Department of Mental Health (the “Department”) has been without a commissioner since the
early Fall and has been overseen by interim Commissioner Deborah Goldman.

Carol Dankert-Maurer’s current term as Commissioner of the Department of Social
Services expired December 15, 2014, but she is currently still serving in that role on an interim
basis. Having Commissioner Dankert-Maurer transition to the position of Commissioner of the
Department of Mental Health will serve multiple purposes.

First, Commissioner Dankert-Maurer will bring years of experience navigating the often
turbulent waters of addressing the concerns and mandates of state agencies that oversee the
Department. Additionally, Commissioner Dankert-Maurer will work especially close with the
incoming Commissioner of Social Services, guaranteeing the transition of the new
Commissioner will be done as smoothly as possible. Given the complex nature of the
Department of Social Services, the administration feels strongly that ensuring a seamless
transition from Commissioner Dankert-Maurer to our next Commissioner is parammount.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank Deborah Goldman for her efforts durin g her
time as interim commissioner of the Department. It is my strong belief that Carol and Deborah
will be well positioned to continue to provide much needed services to the people of Erie County
from this essential department.

Should your Honorable Body require further information, I encourage you to contact my
Chief of Staff Jennifer Hibit. Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely yours

Mark C. Poloncarz
Erie County Executive
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