A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATOR LORIGO & RATH

Re: Opposition to passage of an unbalanced 2015 New York State Thruway Budget

WHEREAS, the New York State Thruway Authority, on December 19, 2014, passed a
new budget with a $36 million deficit for the 2015 fiscal year, a pattern that is likely to continue
for years to come; and

WHEREAS, no financial plan has been proposed to cover this short fall and likely will be
filled by toll hikes not just in 2015 but for the foreseeable future; and

WHEREAS, much of this deficit is related to the construction of a new Tappan Zee
bridge replacement project which is valued at $3.9 Billion and is not, as of yet, fully funded; and

WHEREAS, without a published plan to pay for the new construction on the other side of
the state, and a current budget deficit, this honorable body can only assume that the cost will be
absorbed by hikes in the NYS Thruway toll system’s fees, which this body has already opposed
this year; and

WHEREAS, NYS does not need any increased taxes, we are already among the highest
taxing states in the nation, and increasing thruway tolls will only serve to further reinforce the
anti-business climate here in our state; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body believes that the residents and visitors to the State of
New York are cheated when a budget is passed and the plan to pay for said budget falls short by
tens of millions of dollars.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that by supporting this resolution, this honorable body hereby opposes any
increases in state thruway taxes to pay for the budget deficit created by the construction of a
bridge in downstate NY; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this honorable body hereby questions the choice to simply pass a
budget containing such significant current and future deficits and liabilities and proposes that the
Thruway Authority be bound by the requirement to pass a balanced budget in any given year;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that this honorable body urges the Thruway Authority board and the
Governor of New York to seriously consider how they plan to close the proposed budget’s gap
and not to burden the entire state with such a project by a toll increase; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that certified copies of this Resolution be sent to the Hon. Andrew
Cuomo’s office, the Board of Directors of the NYS Thruway Authority, and all other parties
deemed necessary and proper.

Fiscal Impact: Positive for Western New York
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