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ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

92 Franklin Street - 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

TO: Members of the Erie County Legislature

FROM: Karen M. McCarthy, Clerk

DATE: June 8, 2015

SUBJECT: Organizations Funded by Erie County - 2015 Budget Submissions

The attached 2015 budgets from the following organizations receiving Erie County funding have been
submitted as required by the 2015 Budget Amendment D as of this date:

Museum of disABILITY History

Thank you.
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2015 Erie County Cultural Funding Museum of disABILITY History (People Inc.)

Attention Ms. Karen M. McCarthy
Clerk of the E.C. Legislature 5/22/15

Dear County leaders,

Thank you to the Erie County Legislature for your support of the
Museum of disability History through a $3,000 grant for year 2015.

The Erie County Cultural Funding grant will support the work of our Museum
Curator Douglas Platt during 2015. Mr. Platt is an integral part of the Museum’s
programming. His primary duties involve the care and interpretation of our collections.
He conducts museum tours to schools, children and families (both local and those
visiting our region from other areas of the country), college students and educators,
adult groups & staff delivering human services through a variety of agencies in Erie
County. He has also been instrumental developing new programs and partnerships.

Doug brings a unique blend to this
cultural gem. On staff for the past 28 years,
Doug has roots in providing direct support and
services to individuals with disabilities. He has
played a direct role in opening peoples’ eyes,
hearts and minds to understanding, accepting,
and even valuing, individuals with disabling
conditions; knowing that we are really all
interdependent and each of us has unique
strengths and limitations.

He has melded his solid human service
background with education (Bachelor of Arts
degree and certificates in museum studies, and
was appointed to the New York State Historical
Records Advisory Board to serve until October
2017.) The result is a very informed, passionate,
knowledgeable and creative delivery of
experiences to our public, that are creating a
more inclusive, enlightened, and positive
community for us all.

In just the past five months, Mr. Platt has helped to bring two fascinating cultural
tours to Erie County. The Museum of disABILITY History hosted a special exhibit from
February to March 2015 titled - The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases From A State
Hospital Attic. This exhibition was developed by the NYS Archives and tells the
personal histories of patients from the Willard Psychiatric Center. The exhibition reveals
these forgotten histories through the incredible discovery of hundreds of suitcases,
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2015 Erie County Cultural Funding Museum of disABILITY History (People Inc.)

untouched for decades in the Center’s attic, filled with the most important belongings of
their former owners. These suitcases tell the stories of the lives that were left behind
when patients entered the center, many of whom never left.

Mr. Platt also helped to bring the ADA Legacy Bus to the Museum in April 2015.
One hundred and fifty visitors attend two days of events commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) legislation. The ADA Legacy Bus is
currently touring cities across the United States and Doug was able to bring it here
through his connections in the disability history field.

The Curator is responsible for planning our Dialogues on disABILITY Speaker
Series, with authors and scholars whose work explores the history and culture of
disabilities. He identifies prospective speakers and topics. The next event is scheduled
for May 29 and will feature author Rosanne Higgins. She will discuss Unearthing the
Facts Behind Historical Fiction, including her involvement with the Erie County

Poorhouse Cemetery Project.

Here is a link to a recent Museum newsletter, if it is helpful:
http://museumofdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/MuseumNewsletterFali2014.pdf

Thank you again for your investment in this unique piece of the cultural fabric of
our community.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Frederick
President & CEO
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