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Erie County Environmental Management Council

July 24, 2015

Chairman John J. Mills

Erie County Legislature

92 Franklin Street, Fourth Floor
Buffalo, N.Y. 14202

RE: Local Law Intro. 8-2 (2015} A Local Law in relation to prohibiting the sale of personal cosmetic
products containing microbeads in Erie County.

Dear Legislator Mills: p

The Erie County Environmental Management Council (EMC), a volunteer advisory group to Erie County,
is submitting this letter to express its strong support of the above referenced law to ban microbeads in

Erie County.

For the past 2 years, the Council has included a recommendation in its annual report to ban
microbeads and we are grateful that the legislature is taking the lead on this important issue. In
particular, we appreciate that the County law does not contain an exemption for biodegradable
microbeads as there is no legal definition for biodegradability of microbeads in an aquatic
environment. Unfortunately, that exemption is included in most other laws that have passed across
the country. The fact that Erie County’s law does not include a biodegradability exemption makes you
a national leader.

We encourage the adoption of this local law in order to safeguard Erie County’s waterways and
ecosystem, as well as create a path for a strong statewide ban in the near future

Chair : E

Sincerely,

Anne Bergantz
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Town of West Seneca Environmental Commission
2001 Union Road
West Seneca, New York 14224

July 29, 2015

Chairman John J. Mills
Majority Leader Joseph Lorigo
Erie County Legislature

92 Franklin Street, Fourth Floor
Buffalo, N.Y. 14202

RE: Local Law Intro. 8-2 (2015) A Local Law in relation to prohibiting the sale of
personal cosmetic products containing microbeads in Erie County.

Dear Legislators Mills and Lorigo:

The West Seneca Environmental Commission consists of a group of citizens who
volunteer their time in the interest of protecting and enhancing the natural environment of West
Seneca. Through the years, the Committee has worked together to educate the public as well as
to protect our natural resources and restore habitat in the Town.

Commission members have read news articles and technical papers concerning the effect
of microbeads on the environment and fully support the local law referenced above in relation to
prohibiting the sale of personal cosmetic products containing microbeads in Erie County. The
cost of the necessary upgrades to wastewater treatment plants to treat/capture these tiny
particulates would be prohibitive. Discouraging the use of these harmful products is a better
solution to this problem, which is negatively impacting aquatic wildlife.

We encourage the adoption of this local law in order to safeguard Erie County’s
waterways. We need our elected officials to take action on this important issue and hope that

Erie County’s lead will pave the way for a statewide ban on microbeads in the near future.

Sincerely,

Evelyn A. Hicks, Chair
West Seneca Environmental Commission
Hicks276@gmail.com (716)553-5077 cell/text
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