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A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATORS BURKE, GRANT & MILLER-WILLIAMS

RE: Auto Insurance Premiums Based on Income

WHEREAS, a recent report from the Western New York Law Center outlines disparities in
insurance costs that unfairly charges higher premiums to persons of lower socioeconomic status; and

WHEREAS, in New York State, an insurance company cannot ask about one’s income when
pricing auto insurance; and

WHEREAS, several auto insurance companies have developed a policy of using
socioeconomic indicators to ascertain income level which circumvents income discrimination

protections; and

WHEREAS, residents with lower levels of education and lower professional titles paid more
for auto insurance than residents with higher levels of education and higher wages; and

WHEREAS, Erie County residents already struggling in today’s economic climate should not
be further burdened by an added “poor” charge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature encourages the State of New York to establish
an equitable market to eliminate the practice of using socioeconomic factors to determine auto
insurance premiums; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Cuomo, the
leaders of the NYS Legislature, County Executive Poloncarz, the WNY Delegation to the NYS
Legislature, and to the NYS Department of Financial Services.

* Fiscal Impact: None to County
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