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A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED
BY LEGISLATOR PATRICK BURKE

Supporting the Legal Ban on Gay Conversion Therapies in Erie County, New York

WHEREAS, conversion therapy is defined by the American Psychological Association as any
counseling or psychotherapy techniques that attempt to eliminate an individual's sexual desires for
members of their own sex; and

WHEREAS, most medical professionals and organizations, including the American Psychiatric
Association, the American Medical Association, and the American Psychological Association, agree
that conversation therapy is ineffective and harmful; and

WHEREAS, conversion therapy is most often practiced on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (hereinafter, LGBT) youth, who are specifically vulnerable to the “treatment;” and

WHEREAS, the term “maltreatment” is defined by the New York State Office of Children and
Family Services as any child less than eighteen years of age whose physical, mental, or emotional
condition has been impaired or is in imminent danger of becoming impaired as a result of the failure of
his or her parent or other person legally responsible for his care to exercise a minimum degree of care;
and

WHEREAS, in a report issued by the American Psychological Association, the risks of
conversion therapy include, but are not limited to: depression, suicidal thoughts, substance abuse,
stress, sexual dysfunction, social withdrawal, and feelings of anger; and

WHEREAS, legislation banning conversion has already been passed in California, New Jersey,
Oregon, and the District of Columbia, all citing the severe, negative emotional effects that the
“therapy” has on LGBT youth,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature encourages the Erie County District Attorney to
prosecute custodians and practitioners for maltreatment of a child when they subject a child to
conversion therapy; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive, Erie
County CPS, and the Erie County District Attorney.

FISCAL IMPACT: None to County of Erte, New York
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