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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office

~ 35 Tyrol Drive
\ Cheektowaga, NY 14227

" Phone: (716) 668-8007

Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122
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Comm. 24M-8
Page 1 of 42



TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office

35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

.| Phone: (716) 668-8007

Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122

The Holding Center division is made up of Deputy Sheriffs. We are sworn in by
the Sheriff as Deputies but in the eyes of the New York State retirement system we
had never been recognized as Law enforcement.

So | started a campaign in May of this year to change that. After months of emails
and phone calls the Retirement system changed their stance and granted the Holding
Center division Law enforcement status (see following letter dated September 28,
2015). They stated that our division was equally a part of "criminal law enforcement
activities" Which include the investigation of the crime, the apprehension of the
criminal, and the detention of the criminal.

Currently our Road Patrol, Detective and Civil division Deputies are enrolled in a
20 year retirement. It would only seem reasonable for our division to be included also
based on the Retirement system definition.
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Offlca of tha New York State Comptroller
\ Tmm:s P D‘Napr’:‘m o . Phone:  518-474-0167
B~ Employess’ Retairemenl Systern ' Fax: 18-474-8367
Pellce and Fire Retirament Systam E-mail: RTE“"PSE"@“C-S“W-“‘%“B
110 State Street, Albany, New York 12244-0004 Wel:  www.osc.state.ny.us/retire

Mary Elien Kutey, Direclor Member & Employer Services

Mr. Thomas Klein September 28, 2015
Erie County Location Code 10014
Edward A Rath Bldg

95 Franklin St Rm 804

Buffalo, NY 14202
Re: Determination of plan eligibitity

Dear Mr, Klein;

This letter is in response to your request for a determination of the efigibility
for those in the Deputy Sheriff - Jail Guard title, on the benefits of the Article 14-B

retirement plan(s).

Special plans for Deputy Sheriffs contained in Retirement and Social Security Law
(RSSL) Section 89 and 603, as well as Article 14-B, all contain the requirement

that a Deputy Sheriff be engaged in criminal law enforcement activities aggregating a
minimum of fifty percent of his or her service in order to qualify for credit.

RSSL further requires that the Sheriff certify to the Retirement System those Deputy
Sheriffs engaged in criminal law enforcement activities. The term “eriminal law
enforcement activities” is not defined in the RSSL. However, the Retirement System has
deemed that the term "criminal law enforcement activities” be consistently construed to
mean the investigation of a crime, the apprehension of criminals or the detention of
criminals. Therefore those holding titles of ‘Deputy Sheriff — Jail Guard’ or simitar
designations would qualify for coverage.

If you should have any further questions or concerns, you may contact this office.

Sincersly,

Mary Ellen Kutey
Director
Member & Employer Services Bureau

MEK: wb:pp .
ce: Mark Poloncarz, County Executive
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

- Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

L) Phone: (716) 668-8007
» Toll Free: (800) 773-9115

Fax: (716) 668-8122

The following is a rough mock up of the cost of putting a newly hired Deputy
through the Academy.

New Deputy is hired at $42,657 a year or $20.51 an hour.

13 week academy and field training $10,665

Line up pay $430

5 weeks of field training with a

senior Deputy $530

Health insurance $11,083 (core plan)

Qualifying at gun range $440 (ammunition, average 1,100bullets)
Total $23,148

During the Academy there are several instructors:

Sgt. Cathcart and Sgt. Clay
Various Deputies that are brought in to teach certain classes.
Typically the shooting range instructors consist of at least 1 road patrol Sergeant, and
also 3-4 Deputies, either road patrol or holding center.

While these Sergeants and Deputies are not working the line they are replaced by
other sergeants and Deputies working overtime, at overtime rate.

These factors add a lot of expense to the hiring and training of a newly hired
Deputy.
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t Cheektowaga, NY 14227

TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

~ Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive

Phone: (716) 668-8007 Along with the Police Officer retirement comes a disability retirement option. This
Toll Free: (800) 773-9115 | benefit would pay out 50%-75% of a Deputies current final average salary as
Fax: (716) 668-8122 compared to the current plan which only pays out 30%.

For Deputies injured as the result of an inmates actions, this higher amount is
much more respectable. Most Deputies are their Families only source, or majority
source of income. Most Families can not survive on the 30%. So as a result the
injured Deputy is forced to stay on the books, costing the County thousands of dollars
every year.

We currently have 4 Deputies with injuries which prevent them from returning to
work. The following shows their income for 2016.

salary insurance cost
Deputy B. $58,213 $18,416 (core plan)
Deputy C. $58,213 $18,416
Deputy H. $59,394 $18,416
Deputy H. $66,582 $18,416
Total $242,402 + $73,664 = $316,066

Obviously these 4 have to be replaced on the line with overtime being paid out at
time+1/2. | used the middle hourly rate of $26.28 an hour, for an overtime rate of
$39.42 an hour.

40 hours a week X 52 weeks a year X $39.42 =$81,994

Replace 3 Deputies (Deputy H. works a light X3
duty post but has to still be replaced on the line)=$245,982
+

Add on the above Deputies County expense $316,066
Total County cost $562,048

By the County adopting the Police Officer retirement with the disability option
in the first year alone the County could save $562,048 in taxpayer dollars.
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' Cheektowaga, NY 14227

TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

' Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive

' Phone: (716) 668-8007
. Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122

<l @

We have also had several Deputies who were injured by inmates that have never
fully recovered.

Deputy H.- date of the incident 3/16/10
Deputy was "head butted" by an inmate while on an elevator at City
court. Deputy suffered a severe concussion and other medical issues.
Deputy works a non line duty position, due to recurring dizzy spells.

Deputy H.- date of incident 6/29/06
Deputy has been involved in several incidents over the years. This
incident required several shoulder surgeries, but Deputy has never
Regained full use of his shoulder. Currently works a non line duty
position.

The following Deputies have never been able to return to work, in any fashion due
to their injuries.

Deputy B.- date of incident 2/17/13
Deputy was involved with a physically out of control inmate. When
Deputy attempted to restrain inmate he suffered a shoulder injury.
Multiple surgeries has not repaired the injury even to the point of the
Deputy being able to return to a non line position. Even with physical
therapy Deputy lives in constant pain.

Deputy H.- date of incident 9/12/13
Deputy was involved with an inmate and suffered a severe back injury.
Several disc's were involved. Even with surgery and physical therapy
Deputy lives everyday in constant pain. Doctors are planning another
surgery to again repair the injury. Deputy has several small children
and is not able to physically interact with them.
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Phone: (716) 668-8007

A Police Officer retirement would provide a major incentive to remain working for
the Holding center.

The following 10 pages is a listing of all the Deputies that have resigned over the
last few years. As you will see in the last column is the reason for their resigning.
We don't have record of where everyone went, but you can see the majority have left
for a career with another Law enforcement agency or Fire department. These
agencies offer better retirement plans and higher salaries.
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NAME

NONE

NAME

ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE PAST EMPLOYEE'S

(]

000
Ir

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer 55b
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

N
o
(=]
[

2002
ITLE

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard PT
Holding Center Guard PT
Deputy sheriff Officer

Holding Center Guard PT

2003

——

TITLE

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer Courts
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

DATE

11/27/00
04/08/00
05/13/00
01/26/00
10/17/00

DATE

10/07/02
01/14/02
03/19/02
07/31/02

03/18/02

DATE

07/16/03
07/17/03
09/13/03
11/14/03

REASON

Resigned
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned HAMBURG P.D.
Resigned

REASON

Resigned |,

Resigned D.O.C,

Resigried KENMORE P.D.
'*‘DECEASED"‘

Had we had Police
retirement could have
retired but ended up NOT
leaving family a pension
Resigned COURTS

REASO

Resigned
Resigned
Resigned IMMIGRATION
Resigned
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NAME

NAME .
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|

—

TTLE

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard PT
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

TITLE

Holding Center Guard PT
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard PT

Deputy Sheriff Officer Spanish

Deputy Sheriff Officer

2004

DATE

03/03/04
10/25/04
07/28/04
01/12/04
01/16/04
12/08/04

DATE

03/20/05
10/11/05
02/25/05
04/15/05

" 2006

_—_—

DATE

08/01/06
08/19/06
12/08/06
07/17/06
3/16/2006
08/24/06

REASO

Resigned
Resigned
Resigned CHEEK P.D.
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned

REASON

Resigned PITTSBURGH P.D.
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned ROAD PATROL

REASON

Resigned

Resigned HAMBURG P.D.
Resigned NIAGARA CO.
Resigned NFTA P.D,
Resigned

Resigned ECMC P.D.
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2007

ImE DATE  REASON
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer Spanish 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 07/30/07 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/19/07 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Sergeant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Holding Center Guard PT 12/01/07 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/17/07 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 07/30/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/18/07 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Comm. 24M-8
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2007 CONT’

TITLE ) : DATE  REASON
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Sergeant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer : 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer ) 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Holding Center Guard PT 12/31/07 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Lleutenant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/13/07 Resigned COURTS
Lieutenant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 5 03/08/07 State v
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State -
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Sergeant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer . 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Comm. 24M-8
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2007 CONT'

NAME TIME DATE  REASON
o Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer ) 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Holding Center Guard PT 08/15/07 Resigned

Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State

Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Lleutenant Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State

a Deputy Sherlff Officer 03/08/07 State -
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Depluty Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
_ Deputy Shériff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 55a 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
| Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/08/07 State
Comm. 24M-8
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NAME

2007 CONT'

-t
4

ITLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer

|

- Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Holding Center Guard PT

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Holding Center Guard PT

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Offlcer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

. Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer

DATE
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
05/05/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
04/14/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/07/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07
03/08/07

REASON
State
State
State
State
State
State
State
Resligned
State
State
State
State
State
Resligned D.O.C.
State
State
State
State
State
State
State -
State
State
State
State
State
State
State
State
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2008

P4

TTLE DATE REASON
Deputy Sheriff Officer 04/17/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/21/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/21/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/18/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/16/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/19/08 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/19/08 Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 12/29/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
-Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/18/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 05/07/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 12/29/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/21/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/30/08 Resigned PARKS
Deputy Sheriff Officer 12/29/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/26/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 04/24/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/15/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 09/16/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 07/30/08 Resigned CHEEKTOWAGA
Deputy Sheriff Officer 01/22/08 Resigned ROAD PATROL
2009 E
: TITLE DATE REASON
Holding Center Guard PT 04/29/08 Resigned
Deputy Sheriff Officer 08/15/09  Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Holding Center Guard PT 05/11/09 Resigned D.0.C.
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/19/09 Resigned TEACHER
Holding Center Guard PT 12/18/09 Resigned COURTS
Deputy Sheriff Officer 03/14/09 ****DECEASED***%+*
Within a week of

retiring. Police retirement

he could have. Wife ended

up with no pension 1111111
Deputy Sheriff Officer 11/21/09 Resigned ROAD PATROL

Comm. 24M-8
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TITLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sher!ff Officer

2011

TITLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard PT
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer 55a
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard PT

DATE
07/01/10

04/07/10
12/31/10
05/03/10
07/31/10
05/21/10
04/08/10

10/11/10

DATE
12/05/11

08/03/11
04/15/11
12/02/11
04/15/11
11/18/11
04/08/11
05/02/11
07/30/11
11/18/11

REASON
Resigned D.O.C.

Resigned NYS TROOPERS
Retired DISABILITY
Resigned NFTA P.D.
Resigned HAMBURG PD
Resigned

Resigned ROAD PATROL
Resigned BUFFALO P.D.

REASON

Resigned

Resigned WESY SEN P.D.
Reslgned BUFFALO FIRE

.Resigned TEACHER

Resigned BUFFALO FIRE
Resigned

Resigned

Resigned

Resigned

Resigned IMMIGRATION

Comm. 24M-8
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2012

TTLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff OFficer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Court Officer

Holding Center Guard Part-1
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

2013

. TITLE
Sergeant Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer -
Deputy Sheriff Officer

Holding Center Guard Part-Time

Deputy Sheriff Officer

Holding Center Guard Part-Time

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

DATE
10/29/12
11/16/12

04/21/12
09/29/12
01/28/12
09/14/12
11/06/12
11/10/12
12/22/12
09/18/12
07/05/12
01/28/12
09/13/12
05/07/12
01/07/12
05/05/12
08/04/12
09/08/12

DATE
12/27/13

06/16/13

03/08/13
01/04/13
11/23/13
08/02/13
02/14/13
12/20/13
05/05/13
08/19/13
11/19/13
01/16/13
01/21/13

REASON
ECMC P.D.

“**Disability Retirement***
**forced to go at 3036**
**Instead of Police 509**
Resigned ROAD PATROL

Resigned

Resigned ROAD PATROL

Resigned MILITARY

Resigned

Resigned D.O.C.

Resigned ROAD PATROL

Resigned

Resigned MEDICAL SCHOOL

Resigned ROAD PATROL

Resigned WEST SEN P.D.

Resigned BUFFALO FIRE

Resigned

Resigned BUFFALO P.D.

Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Resligned ROAD PATROL

REASON
Resigned FLORIDA P.D.
Retired / Disabllity
**Forced to go at 30% **
**instead of Police 50%**
Resigned SCHOOL
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned FBI
Resigned D.O.C.
Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Resigned
Resigned TEACHER
Resigned
Resigned FLORIDA P.D.
Resigned BUFFALO P.D,

Comm. 24M-8
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NAME

2014

A4

ITLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

2015

TITLE
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard Part-Time
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Holding Center Guard Part-Time
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

L3

(2

Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer
Deputy Sheriff Officer

DATE
3/8/2014

05/21/14
01/16/14
11/24/14
07/21/14
09/18/14
07/25/14
01/04/14
07/30/14

DATE
07/11/15

06/20/15
08/24/15
01/10/15
08/03/15
08/01/15
01/18/15
03/17/15
04/23/15

07/25/15
08/03/15
04/24/15
01/19/15
02/11/15

REASON
Resigned ROAD PATROL
Resigned
Resigned BUFFALO P.D,
Resigned
Resigned CHEEK P.D.
Resigned .
Resigned NFTA P.D.
Resigned
Resigned BUFFALO P.D.

REASON
Resigned SELF EMPLOYED
Resigned D.O.C.

Resigned FACTORY
Accepted Full Time County P«
Resigned HAMBURG P.D.
Resigned

Resigned BUFFALO P.D.
Resigned
**Retired/Disability**

**Forced to go at 30%**

- **Instead of Police 50%**
Resigned

Resigned Buffalo P.D.
Resigned Buffalo FIRE
Resigned Buffalo P.D.
Resigned NYS troopers

Comm. 24M-8
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

. Phone: (716) 668-8007
Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122

Deputies working in the Holding Center face threats of violence on a daily basis.
The following pages contain incidents where Inmates physically assaulted Deputies
or where their actions caused a Deputy to be injured.

The first 4 pages gives a run down of physical altercations that have happened
over the last few years. Some incidents involved minor injuries, while others were
severe enough that the Deputy involved was never able to return to work.

The next 10 pages after that are various articles that were published in the Buffalo
News. Below each press release is a summary of the injury sustained by the Deputy
and approximately how long they were out of work.

The next page is a brief summary of several Deputies, that were injured by
Inmates, who were not able to return to work on the line due to their injury.

The last 6 pages of this section is an article that was also published in the Buffalo
News. Itis primarily written in regards to the Buffalo Police and some suburban
Police Departments. The Holding Center is mentioned. The underlying issue is that
these mentally unstable individuals are arrested and brought to the Holding Center.
Then the Holding Center Deputies have to deal with them and their unpredictable
behavior, for weeks, months or at times over a year. Many of these individuals return
on a very regular basis.

Obviously not all of the incidents of violence make it to a newspaper article. So
you cant read about the other injuries. Know how long they were out of work. Know
who the Deputy was, or how it affected them in the future or their Family. The twisted
knees, jammed or broken fingers, broken noses, concussions etc. the list goes on.

Under our current retirement tier 5 and 6 Deputies will have to work to age 63 and
64. Clearly this is not the environment for people to be working at that age.

Comm. 24M-8
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Monday July 27, 015

City & Region

Grand Island suspect charged with attacking jail guard

UpistedJuly 22, 2015, 08:33 PM PublishekJuly 22, 2015, 08:33 PM
A 19-year-oid Grand Island man in custody since he allegedly tried to stiffa cabbie Feb. 4 on
Bageline Road was quickly subdued after he injured an Erle County sheriff deputy who was leading
him backto his eell blockafter an 8:45 n.m. visitation session Tuesday, the Sheriffs Department
said,

- Claphas Hawkins, slso facing a Buffalo City Court ease, was charged with attempted assault and
obstructon of governmental services after he allegedly lunged at Deputy Joe Puleo while he was
heing searched after the visit, Puleo, though injured, quickly puton his body alarm’'and
personally subdued Hawking as other deputies ran to his assistance,

Hawkins elso faces administrative discipline in the downtown lockup, according to Scott Zylka, a

spokesman for the sheriffs department, Pulec was trested at the Ecie County Medical Center for
ar upper body injury he suffered in the jailkouse incident,

Copyright 1994 - 2015 - The Buffalo News copyright-pro

Incident involved Deputy P., missed 2
weeks of work.

Comm. 24M-8
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Monday July 27, 2015

The Buffalo News.com {/}
City & Region

Former inmate aceused of attacking deputies at holding center
Updated:July 7, 2015, 05:31 PM publishedJuly 7, 2015, 05:31 PM

€3 A man relensed Monduy from the Erfe County Holding Center was locked up again Tuesday after

£ - hewss accused of returning to tha feility and attacking deputies who denied him entrance, the

(ié Prie County Sheriff's Office reported.

& Sunday Baez, 33, of New York City, allegedly attempted to enter the holding center [obby several
' times at about g:30 &.m. to retrieve personal property he thought was stored there, officials 2aid,
Deputies szid they explained to Baez several timea that his property was being held by Buffalo

- police.

Baez had been released Monday from the holding center after serving time in the facility for
harassment charges with physical contact, sheriffs officials said.

On Baez's final attempt to enter the holding ceater, he charged through the metal detector,
cursing, while throwing office equipment and attacking the deputy posted at the front door,
officials aaid,

A deputy suffered an grm injury and was taken to Erle County Medicel Center for evaluation.

Baey was charged with twe connta of criminal mischief, harassment and assault, He was returned
the holding center without bail,
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Holding center inmate charged with second attack on guards
UpdktedJanuary 24, 2015, 08:19 PM FublistekJanuary 26, 2015, 08:19 PM
£ A Buffalo felony suspect olready facing charges for allegedly pasaulting two Erle County Sheriffs
£ deputies during a Dee. 20 incident at the Erle County Holding Center was charged Monday with
P throwing an upknown liquid from his disciplinary cell anto another deputy early Saturday,

Jacob Melvin of Buffale, awaiting trial for Buffalo felony crimes, is accused of throwing the liquid
£ on Deputy Fellx Peplowski when Peplowski went to help another whe was trying to remove a bed
sheet Melvin had hung aver his cell block bars to hide himgelf,

Melvin, whose age was not available Monday evening, faces disciplinary praceedings for
i Saturday's incident and for a Dec. 20 incident in which he allegedly began fighting two deputies
iy . wha were delivering lunch to his cell.

Copyright 1999 ~ 2015 - The Buffalo News copyright-pr:

Incident involved Deputy Peplowski
having urine thrown onto him. Having
urine and feces thrown at Deputies’

> 7 |nhappens fairly often but rarely
released to the media.
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Inmate charged with felonies in Holding Center attack on deputies

Updated: Dacem ber 23, 2014, 01515 PM Fobllshed:December 23, 2014, 01:19 PM

7 An inmate who ollegedly attacked two Hrle County sheriff's deputies at the county Holding Canter
£ last weekend has been charged with two felony counts of assaulting a police officer,
7

: Jacob Melvin was also charged with a misdemeanor count of obstructing governmental
£ administration, Undersheriff Mark Wipperman reported Wednesday. He was being held on
£ $100,000 bail related to severnl unspecified charges before the City of Buffalo and aounty courts.

The incident was one of two reported attacks against deputies in the Holding Center last weekend.

7 Deputies Christopher Lenhardt and Samuel Alfonsa were delivering lunch to Melvis when they
were attacked Saturday, Wipperman said. As Lenhardt epened the cell door, Melvin allegedly
charged him and begin hitting him with hia fists.

When Alfonso tried to secure the inmate, he was punched in the head and bady, Wipperman said.

Sgt. James Balys nrrived and sprayed the inmate with pepper spray, the undersherifFsaid. After
the inmate fll to the ground, ke was secured.

Lephardt suffered serapes and upper body injuries, while Alfonso suffered a leg injury,
Wipperman said. Both were evaluated by medical personnel before they were taken to Erie
County Medical Center for further trestment.

A second incident took place Sunday morning, Deputy Jason Hicks was escorting medical
personnel to evaluate inmate Marc Murphy when he was attacked after opening the cell doot.
Wipperman said Hicks funded offthe first attack, then restrained Murphy after he charged again,

Murphy faces criminal and disciplinary charges related to the attacks, Wipperman said. Murphy
was held on $10,000 bail stemming from charges pending in City Court,

Both inmates were transferred to the disciplinary segregation block at the Holding Center, . -

[ .

email; citydesk@buffnews.com
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- Erie County Holding Center inmate again causes damage to cell, injures

7y deputy

f UpsatedJuly 26, 2014, 21:19 AM publlshed:July 26, 2014, 11:19 AM
For the secord time this month, Frie County Holding Center inmate Ivan Melendez caused
" damage to his cell. And this time, he injured a deputy trying to subdue him, according to the Erfe
County Sheriffs Office. .

4 A deputy witnessed inmate Ivan Melendez smearing human excrement [n his cell and tearing out
% tha cell light and electrical wires. Deputies ware trying to relocate Meleadex to a different cell

"y when the inmate suddenly turned viclent and attacked them, the Erie County Sheriffs Office snid,
The Holding Center's response team arrived to subdue and secure Melendez's legs and arms,

Ons deputy was cut on his arm during the incident. The nursing stuff evaluated him, and he was
later sent to Erie County Medical Center for further evaluation and treatment. -

Melondez was tranaferred to an isolation cell and remains under ﬁq-hou wetch, Earlier this
month, Melendez caused $2,000 worth of domage to another cell when he destroyed its bunk and
other parts,

Additlonal charges are pending against Melendez,

i S St

Copyright 1949 - 2015 - The Buffalo News copyright-

The responding Deputies were all
exposed to the inmate's feces.
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Holding Center deputies injured in struggle with inmate accused of

attacking nurse

< Updated:Jitly 11, 2014, 07:06 AM PublishedtJuly 10, 201 4, 02:56 PM
i Two deputies assigned to the Erfe County Holding Center were injured Thursday while subduing
£ aninmate who attempted to assault a staffnuree,
¢

The inmate, identified as Tun Win, was being eveluated by a Holding Center nurse ina private
examining room when the attack oceurred, Erie County Sheriff Timothy B. Howard said,

e, N Three deputies responded to the nursa’s screams, attempted to handcuffthe inmete and a

) struggle ensued, authorities said. Win was subdued and placed in restraints, deputies added.
Deputies Daniel Millor and Terrence Vanderlip wers transported to Erie County Medicel Center
for medical evaluation and treatment,

Win, who was In custody on charges related to domestic vloleﬁce and child endangerment, faces
- additiopal charges and will be arraigned todny In Buffelo City Court.
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Deputy M. had his collar bone
broken. He is awaiting a second | ..
surgery. He has not regained full |
use of his shoulder and has been
unable to return to full duty.
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Buffalo man charged with injuring Holding Center deputy

o Uptatod:November 14, 2013, 03:18 PM Published:Navember 14, 2013, 03:18 PM

£ A Buffulo man has heen charged with attacking n sheriffs deputy at the Erle County Holding

Center last summer, resulting in & knee injury that forced the deputy offthe job for two monthe, .

Edward Hubbs, 42, of Main Street, pleaded not guilty Thursday to second-degree assault in the
June 20 attack nt the Holding Center, where he was serving a 15-day juil sentence for harasement,

Assistant District Attorney Patrick B. Shanahan aaid Hubbs had served three days of his sentence
when he attacked the deputy, who was gitting at & desk in the dormitory area.

Erie County Judge Michael F. Pletrnszkn set bail at $25,000, noting that Hubbs bas five Saelal
Security sumbers, more than a dozen alisses and many arrests and convictions ln multiple states,
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Deputy G. missed 2 months
of work and still has issues
with his‘knee. . | .
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Woman admits attacking deputies at Holding Center

Updated:September 13, 2013, 08:15 AM Published:September 13, 2015, 08:15 AM
A woman with a long arrest recard has pleaded guilty to assaulting sheriffs deputies in the Erie
£y County Holding Canter, ’
£
Sherron Grant, 23, of Glenwoed Drive, attacked four deputies since being lockad up in the
€3 downtown facility, said Frie County District Attorney Frank A. Sedita III.

&

£ One deputy underwent reconstructive knee surgery as & result of her zssault,
Grant also fited false statements alleging sexnal assaults by deputies, Sedits said,
She kas 820 repeatedly demaged her cell, Sedita sald.

“Ms. Grant's antica have cost Erie County taxpayers hundreds ofthousgands of dollars,” Sedita
gaid,

Grant pleaded guilty this week to second-degree assault, second-degres attempted assault and
second-degree filing a falsa sworn atatement before Erie County Judge Kenneth F, Case,

Grant entered the Holding Center in January for un agsauit charge while she wes at Buffalo
Pyychiatrie Center. In April, she was sentenced to eight moaths for aspaulting an employee at the
center. She has heen arrested 11 timey in the past seven years,

Sedita sald forensic examiners have found she doea not suffer from & major menta} disorder, even
though she has been hospitalized at the Psychiatric Center.

'
* 4
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Deputy G. missed 2 months
of work and still has issues
with his knee.
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" from separate police agencids, faces administrative disciplinary action and criminal

TIMOTHY B. HOWARD
SHERIFF OF ERIE COUNTY

For Immediate Release:
September 2, 2015

Contact:

Scott Zylka, Executive Assistant to the Sheriff
Office 716.858.7630; Cell 716.857.1427

Scott.zylka @erie.qov
HOLDING CENTER DEPUTY ASSUALTED

Buffalo, NY — Erle County Sherift Timothy 8. Howard reports that a Deputy assigned the
Erie County HoldIng Center suffered injuries after an attack by an inmate Tuesday night.

At approximately 9 p.m., inmate Brernan Markowski initiated an unprovoked attack on a
Deputy assigned to the housing area. During the attack, the Deputy sustained upper
body injuries and was taken to a local hospital for treatment.

Markowski, who Is being held at the holding center on various larceny and drug charges
charges. -

###

Deputy Matt Smith sustained a shoulder
Injury and has not returned to duty.
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TIMOTHY B. HOWARD
SHERIFF OF ERIE COUNTY
£y

For Immediate Release:

October 286, 2015

X Contact;

.2 Scott Zylka, Executive Assistant to the Sheriff

£ Office 716.858.7630; Cell 716.857.1427

3 Scott.zylka@erie.qov
HOLDING CENTER INMATE PUNCHES DEPUTY
Buffalo, NY — Erie County Sheriff Timothy B. Howard reports a Deputy assigned to the

Erle County Holding Center was attacked by inmate Charles Fonville while escorting
him within the heolding center.

Fonville, 19 of Buffalo, was charged with a felony count of Attempted Assault While
Confined in a Correctional Facllity and will also face administrative disciplinary action.
Fonville is currently housed in the holding center on criminal mischief charges from

Buffalo Police.
The Deputy sustalned injuties to the face and was treated at Erle County Medicai
Center. )

. R##

L
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Today's mental health squad: The police

Government agencies have cut back, but cops respond around the clock to sort cut

) calls with the mentally ill. Are they the best for the job?
. -
™ .

{ Published:May 318, 2013, 11:00 FM
b Update:May 18, 2019, 11:35 PM
o First ofun occasional serles investipating how police have become the front ling in dealing with
£ tha mentally ill.

} . Officer Robert Yeates had crossed paths with her before. She was mentally ill, and when offher

£ lithium, the caring mother and grandmother would turn violent and sufeidal.

Charlene McNally Fears was so out of contral on Aug. 1 she tore apart her son's bedroom and, in
an act iImposaible to fathom, stabbed her trusting 4-year-old grandson in the chest while
whisperidg “it's OK, it's OK.” )

Little Manny's mother, hearing his cries, burat in to yank him away. She laid him out on the porch
to awalt an ambulance. Then she flaggad down Yeates, passing by in his squad car,

It was up to Yeates to subdue and arrest Fears,

He found her inside the home in Black Rock, staring him down from 14 feet away, Her chin was
down, her breathing heavy, Yeates wrote in a statement Iater,

Blood covered her white shirt and dripped from the knives in each hand. She wanted her life to
end right theye,

“Plesge put the knives down. Drop them right now,” Yeates said, leveling his Glock.

"NOOOQ,” she yelled, ndvancing in blood-spattered socks, “You're going to have to shoot me, Go -
ot ... shoot me.” ,

\ i L4

Again he told her to drop the knives. Again she refused. - )

Still ctosing ground, she raised the blades.

The first shot hit the left side of her chest and apun her. The second coursed throngh her torso
from right to left, and her houts with depression and bipolar disorder were over.

;j—=*§ Na one faulted the officer for shooting Charlane Fears, nat even her family. A grand jury fonnd
o the gunfire justified. But it was angther messy, fatal outcome to a police call involving someons
oy with a serious mental {llness. This time, the person took a life, that of the grandson she usually
o doted upon,

o

st Police today are the frent line in the nation's mental health system. Big psychiatric centers have

been mothballed in favor of community clinics ill-suited for people who forgo medicines and
don't show for appointments because they don't think they are sick.

st So police decide what to do with someone hearing voices in theit head, shouting threats ot raising
w a kmife.

Or with someone diagnosed with a mental illness who is simply sad, confused or urinating in the
street.

Jail? The hospital? The cate of a friend? Deadly force?

Comm. 24M-8
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“What used to be dealt with by the medical community years ago is now dumped ch eriminal
justice. And it's just caused a nightmare,” said Michoel Blasottl, head ofthe New York State
Association of Police Chiefs.

“No cop wants to be invalved In putting a severely mentally ill peraon in jall,” he said. “But they
respond, and a lot of imes in the response, they don't know what the person's mental status is. So
you pull up, and the guy has a weapon and comes at you. And the pext thing you know ... its2
shame."

Weeks before the moss kllings In Newtown, Conn,, shined a new light on meatal illness in America
and on the naton's gun Iaws, The Buffalo News begen examining how police ars tested as today's
commuaity mental health workers, Among the findings:

+ Nearly halfofthe people killed by police north of New York City over a five-year period -17 of
36 —suffered from & ments] problem or were emotionally disturbed, A fow, such as Laura J.
Pettey in Watertown, Justin Arnold in Canastota and Charlene Fears in Buffalo, enlisted police to
kil them by siming weapons at the officers.

« Prisons and jaila have become quasi-psychiattic centars, Researchers estimata that at least 17
percent ofjail inmates are serlously mentally ill, a percentage three times greater than the public
atlarge. In New York's prisons, the state Office of Mental Health treats one out ofevery seven
Inmates, nearly B,0c00 people. The percentage of state inmates with some type of "mental health
problem,” including substance abuse, is much higher ~ 56 percent, according ta the U.S. Bureau
of Justice Statistics, That's fve times greater than the public at large.

« At least 500 times each year, police in Brie County escort or wrestle disturbed people who area
danger to themselves or othars into psychiatric emergency rooms, Same town and city
departments deal with the same people dozens of times, usually for minor infractions,

» A polica cadet's basic training in handling the mentally ill has changed little in mora thana
generation. The training takes up just two or three days of a multi-week caurse at New York's
police academies,

+ Police are: busy with mentally ill people becauss families are frustrated in attempts to prod thelr
loved ones into treatment, It's not uncommon for someone with a serious mental illness to spurn
their medicines becauss they hate the side effects and dont underatand they are sick, With the
patient in a spiral, some families welcome police bectuse they have nowhere to turn,

« New York still runs more psychiatric centers than any other state, but more closings are
expected. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo intends to consnlidate them into regional "centers of
excellence” for behavioral health programs nnd would plow the savingsinto community-based
outpatient cars —~the strategy that hasled to uneven results for peaple with serious mental
fllness.

“The mental henlth system right now [s fafling not just the patient, but it's fafling the family
members who care for them ... and unfortunately our soclety,” said Victor Campione, whose law
enforcement eareer included work as 2 police officer and as n state corrections officer, His
brather, disgnosed with paranoid schizophrenia, was offhis medication and adrift when he
provoked a hail of police gunfire in Syracuse In 2011 and was kdlled.

D.J, Jaffe saw how difficult it was for & mentally ill sister-in-law to find treatment. He founded the
Mental Illnens Policy Org in New York City, hia think-tank about the treatment of people with
serious mental illness.

“In the mental health fald, they will say we have to train police better to handle the mentally ill,”
Jaffe said. “What we should be doing is training the mental health system to handie people with
serious mentel illness,”

A crush of repeat offenders

“John" lives with hia mother in Cheektowaga, near Amherst. With bipolar disorder, John has
intense moaed swings far more severe than the ups and downs that most people go through.

Because his mother did not want John interviewed, The News agreed to use a pseudonym, Comm. 24M-8
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Pollce records show oficery have arrested him 19 times and escorted him 15 timegtoa
psychiatric emergency room. In total, they have responded to 7¢ calls involving John,

‘That's in Cheektowaga, Police in Amherst, Depew, Evans and Buffzla have responded 10 other
times in thelr municipalities,

John is just 15 years old, and those are the calls only on his adult record. Doetors and police say
there are many more mentally il people with similar historfes. Officers shuttle them hetween jails
and hospitals, usually after outbursts and nuisance crimes. John hag been dangerous, but he also
seems to know his pattern cannot contirue. One night last year, he broke down outside the
Cheektowaga police station when released from custody, .

“I want to die,” he yelled, “I want te go to heaven. I am living in hell,”
His mother has been overwhelmed.

"1 love my son, Ha's such a good kid. He's a smart kid, He has been through hell,” she said. "He juat
wants io be like everybody, and to kave friends liks everybody elge, It breaks my heart.”

From asylumas to cells

The revolution that put people such aa John and Charlene Fears back on the street time and again,
making them a police concern, started in the 196as.

Activists who wanted more dignity for patients —to give them the chance to live in the
community and have a say over their treatment — persuaded states to closs big asyluma and
psychintric centers. States went along for several rensons, Among them: While state budgets paid
for state-run psychiatric centers, new federsl safety-net programs could support community-
based treatment, States Iaid much oftheir cost to care for the serfously mentally it on the federal
government,

In 1956, states and counties made 558,000 beds available for mentally ill individuals. By 2005,
the number had plummeted to about 53,000, and it's around 44,000 today, said & Fuller Torrey,
a research psychiatrist in Chevy Chase, Md., who in the fall will publish his latest book about the
changes.

‘When adjusting for populaton growth aver the decades, it was as though the nation lost 19 of
every 20 beds set up for the serlously mentally ill, Torrey said during a recent speech in Getzville, .

While the transformation benefited many patients, some severely mentally {1 people stiil spin on
and offtheir medicines, cannotcomprehend that they are ill and pose a threat to themselves or
others while resisting long-term treatment. Police arrest them dozens oftimes.

Do people like this need the structure of an institution?

“There i3 one. It's the Holding Center, And it's the Department of Corrections,” lamented Dr.,
Michael Cummings, director of community psychintry for the University at Buffalo medical
school, which provides psychiatrist services to Erie County Medical Center's Community
Pgychiatric Emergency Frogram, Cummings also is a consultant to local detention centers, such
a3 the Erle County Holding Center and the county’s Youth Detention Center,

“There are any number of ind{viduals who years ago would not be in the Holding Center,”
Cummings continued. “They would be on the grounds ofa paychiatric state hospital, They often
come in and out based on relatively minor and modest crimes. They have incradible
discontinuity in their medication.”

Tha Niagara County Jafl spends about 40 percent of its medicinal budget - or about $140,000 3
year - on psychotropic drugs for inmates with a dingnosed mental illness, Chief Administrator
Kevin M. Smith ssid,

“There are always going to be some where you are basically desling with an adult with the menta}

capacity ofa 7-year-old, or lower," Smith said, “They don't belong in jail, no, But we treat them to

the best of our ability. That can go as far as officers having to walk them into the shower, or

officers having to clean their cell on a daily basis,” CO mm. 24 M _8

Page 31 of 42



Multiple arrests

Cheektowaga Police Chief David J. Zack suspects the number of police calls triggered by people
with mental iliness is on the rise. He's not the only police chiefwho thinks that,

Biasott], the head ofthe state police chiefw’ association, surveyed police administrators
nationwide for & master's thesig, Elghty-four percent ofthe respondents said they have seen the
mentally ill population in their communites increase aver their careers: 76 percant said they
have seen the number of mentally fll detainees rise; 61 percant have seen the numbers of suicides
grow,

Fewlacal police agencies count the calls in which & person’s mental health was the root issue. A
telling statistic might be found in the number oftimes police take people to paychiatric
emergency rooms, but no state agency counts that traffic In New York

After daya of research, the staffat ECMCdetermined that police last year transported 502 people
involuntarily to ECMC's busy psychistric emergency room, and that total represented a 35
percent climb over the prior year. Still, thoae numbers don't revenl the full volume because it’s
not uncommon for people at the last minute to enter the psychiatrie emergency room veluntarily
hecause they are golng In anyway.

The vast majority of seriously mentally ll people are not violent ar dangerous when taking their
medicines and seelng counselors and psychlatrists, Thelr illneases, unlike, say, disbates or
hypertension, are more complex to dingnose and treat, and they carry a stigma. To & large
degree, the fates of these seriously mentaliy ill peaple depend on the police,

“The best way, we know from experience here, is that you cannot arreat your way out of this
problem,” Znek snid. “So ifyou are not going to arrest, what can we do?” ¢

Weeks later, Zack decided that each of his approximately 130 officers will receive specialized
crisis-intervention training that helps prevent ealls involving people who are mentally ill from
escalnting and helps steer people into treatment rather than jail, Cheektowaga Is the first Erie
County police department to make this move.

Two mental health systems

In Niagara Falls, Thomas P. Jamieson's hobby was making Molotov cocktails. When his trove was
discovered, police evacuated his neighborhood in April 2012 te remove up to 20 of the weapons,
His case, assigned to mental health court, led to his placement in the Buffalo Psychiatric Center
rather than the Niagara County Jail. "
It was & path that many families, despecate to help their loved ones, would prefer in an effort to
get them into monitored treatment or an institution, Townrd this end, the police have hecome
pivotal gatekeepers for the seriowsly mentally ill. Plus, they are easier to find than psychiatrists.
“For u lot of families, the most effective solution to a serious dilemma Is the patient gets arrested
without being beat up, shot, killed, hurt or whatever, nnd ends up in a mental health court,” said
Lynne Shuster, who was active for years in the National Alliance on Mental Ilinass chapter for
Buffalo and Erie County,

“The mental health court judges follaw these people and hold the mental health agencies
accountable, which they are not real happy about neceasarily,” she said.

Jaffe, founder ofthe Mente] Health Policy Org, seesa disparity.

“New York State now basically has two mental health systems,” he said “You have the one ruzn hy
the Office of Mental Health and the counties that basically helps improve mental health. And then
you have the system for people with serious mental iliness, and that ia being run by police and
corrections and judges.

“Basically OMH und the mental keaith system have decided they ¢re going to focus on the highest
functioning,” he said, “and the results ofthat is the off-loading of the others to police and criminal

justice.” Comm. 24M-8
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Jaffe said events like the deaths of Charlene Fexrs and her grandsen ocenr because neither the
hospital zor a government agency ls expected to follow up with a once-dangerous patient when
relensed from Inpatient care, They are usuanlly released to the outpatient care offered by o mental
health centar, hut ifthey slide buckward and go off their medication, which is common, no
government agency is watching. Their cycle Is free to repeat itself,

“Her cage is exceedingly typieal,” Jaffe said of Fears. “Tite criminal justice system had to go where
the mentnl health system no longer treeds, to the aid of somebody with serious mental fllness.
And tragedy resulted. But the tragedy did not result because police went in, The tragedy resulted
because the mental health system didnt,”

Horrible results

In calls Involving the mentally ill, police try to get it right, Sometimes they dont.

Whan Michael Bennett, diagnosed with sehizopkrenia, walked naked down a West Sida street in
July 2002, Buffalo police took him to the Holding Center rather than ECMC. In the jail, Bennett
tried to hang himself with a shoelace and repeatedly jumped off his toilet, smashing his head into
the bars. The state Commission of Correction attributed hin death to traumatic asphyxia: A shos
had been pressed into his back when jall deputies tried to contral him. Erle County settled the
wrongful death case for $1 million.

Every corner of the nation has horror stories that played ot In jails or on the streat. Just look at
newspaper accounts in upstate New York:

»In Schenectady, police In 2009 shoot and kill a man with schizophrenia who was off his medicine
&nd refused to drop a knife,

* Rochester police in June 2012 shoot and kill 2 man with bipolar disorder — off his medivation ~
wheo fired a rifle at them after a domestic incident,

* Syrocuse police in May 2611 shoot and ki2l Benjamin Camplone, wha almed a pellet gun at them,
Camplone was off his medicine and slipping deeper into paranoid schizophrenis, said his brother,
Victor, who had been deaperate to find him help.

“You can't understand the terror, the fear, the frustration of a family member that has asonora
daughter that has been disgnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic or a manic depressive, and you
can't get nny help,” he said. “¥ ou ave waiting for that phone call that they have been picked up
again, or you are waiting for that phone call that they have ld!led themse]ves ar they've harmed
spmebody elge, You live with that every day.”

A federal government statistic hints at o dramatic jump in the aumber of troubled peaple who
resort to siticide by cop: In the mid-197 o8, roughly one of every three victims af a justifiahle
police homicide had attacked the officer, By z00s5, it was double that ~ two out of every three.

Every year in America, police kil an average of 24 people whom officers did not intend to arrest,
according to a Justice Department study. In most of those cases, the task of bringing somecne to
o hospital for a mental evaluation turned ugly.

“We go to calis all the time, on a daily basis, where we interact with the mentally ill. We do the
hest we can,” Citief Deputy Steven Preisch of the Nizgara County Sheriffs Office said. “We have to
be realistic. We are palice officers. A lot of times we are dealing with individuals who are going to
need a lifetime of medication or supervision or counseling or something to help, A lot of times wa
get ealled in on the weekends, or holidays or in the mlddle ofthe night when no one else is
available. And we are hasically g Band-Aid.”

Fear ofthe mentally ill

While some families welcome police involvement, the patients, also called consumers, do not
necessarily feel the same way. The arrival of officers with badges and guns can cast the mentally
ill as eriminaly,

“They seat the police for me once,” said Lauren Tenney who calls herselfa “psychiatric survivarCom m. 24M-8
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Tenney has experienced and rejected the taols of psychiatry, especinlly the druys that doctors
prescribe.

‘The police vame for her in Manhattan, sround 1592, She was 20 years old and had been diagnosed
with o mental illness,

°I was sad., I was crying. The person that I was with flipped out because they couldn'’t deal with the
fact that I was crying. And so they called the psychiatrist, and the pgychintrist told them to call
the police. The police showad up, six or eight ofthem mayhe, with those plostic sereen things,
you know? And helmets ...

*It-was &ightening. Having psople come in prepared for who knows what didn't in any way help
me feel more 1ike a person. And having to be walked out by police, in all this gear, with people
seeing it, it deepens the justification in peoples' minds ... that we are dangerous. ALl T was doing
was crying.”

Said Tenney: “I do think that police and people in general are afraid of us.”

Some officers acknowledge they do find calls involving the mentally ill scary. But that doesn't
mean the seriously mentally ill are inherently more dangeroua when treated. Studies have found
that people with mental filness are more likely to be vicims of crimes than perpetrators. Police
are more likely to harm the mentally il than be harmed by them.

A Buffalo News ennlysis found that from 2008 through 2012, police north of New York Clty killed
17 people who had mental trouble or were emotionally disturhed.

The News found that four upstate police were slain by gunfire over the game period. One of the
four, Detective Alexander Ridley of Mount Vernon, was killed by law enforcement officers who
mistook him for & suspect.

Tenney's views reveal a philosophical divide in the mental health community; Should treatment
be forced on the mentally ill?

Generally, the legal answer is no, unless the person appesrs to be a threat to themselves or
othera, Police can then take them to a hospitel for what usually turns out to be & short-tetm stay.

But with someone, say, eating from a dumpster or ranting on the street to no ote in particular,
cops have limited power, .

T'm aloser’

Charléne Fears was dangerous. She once pulled o knifa on her husband. She fought with a
neighbor, She threatened suicide. “It was always some chaotie stuff at that house,” a neighbor
later tald police.

Feara hed spent time in psychintric care and was releaged in the hope that she would take her
lithinm,

But she didnt like the side effects. Her hushand told detectives that his wife thought the drug
made her hair fall out,

Her torment warsened until her final acts on Aug. 1.

A detective examining her body at 195 Esser St. in Black Rock found she had slashed her wrists
some time before aquaring off with Officer Yentes.

Another detertive found a handwritten note she left upstairs.
*...1 am better off dead,” the note said, “I kil everybody I touch ...
“I love my kids...

*I taking my life cause I'm & loser.”
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive
i Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Phone: (716) 668-8007
Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122

-y (&@-ﬁ)

| hope You can see that the Holding Center is a tough place to work. The worst of
society are arrested and put here. The Rapists, Murderers, Child Molesters, Wife
Beaters, Arsonists, Drug Dealers, every type of Predator You can think of. We deal
with them on a daily basis. They have no regard for society and its rules and a lot of
them have no regard for the Deputies as You have seen.

Lets not forget all the Inmates with the Psychiatric issues that are placed here.
With the closing of Psych centers years ago there is no place for these people to go.
So they end up arrested and put in the Holding Center for the Deputies to deal with
and their unpredictable behavior.

| feel there are no tougher beats to watch than the ones the Deputies in the
Holding Center watch on a daily basis. This is not an environment for Deputies that
are over the age of 63 to be working in as tiers 5 and 6 would have them.

As | stated earlier we are one of three divisions of the Sheriffs Office. New York
State recognizes us as their equals as | hope You can easily see now too. The other
two divisions are already enrolled in a 20 year retirement which we feel we deserve
also. With your approval we would appreciate your passing a Face Bill for New York
State Retirement so we could obtain costs for the following retirements 551, 552,
553 and 384.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Deputy Thomas Klein 1109

Thomas.Klein @erie.gov
Work (716) 858-7015
Cell (716) 697-9878
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office
35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Phone: (716) 668-8007
Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122

Barbara Miller-Williams - District 1
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TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Main Office

35 Tyrol Drive
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Phone: (716) 668-8007 | Dear Legislator,
Toll Free: (800) 773-9115
Fax: (716) 668-8122 A couple of weeks ago | dropped off an information packet with information in

regards to the Holding Center Deputies bid for a Police Officer retirement.

I inadvertently left out a few pages. Enclosed You will find those pages, They
would fall in place as being pages 18-22. They follow the letter dealing with Deputy
injuries caused by inmates. They are the first 4 pages referred to in the letter
showing the number of incidents over the last 4 years.

| apologize for any confusion caused by this.

= & 1E

Deputy Thomas Klein

Comm. 24M-8
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INMATE INCIDENTS

INVOLVING INJURIES TO DEPUTIES

Incident Date | Facility | Year |
HC12008 Monday, January 09, 2012 HC 2012
HC12043 Sunday, February 12, 2012 HC 2012
HC12046 Tuesday, February 14, 2012 HC 2012
HC12063 Monday, February 27, 2012 HC 2012
HC12169 Thursday, lune 21, 2012 HC 2012
HC12174 Saturday, June 23, 2012 HC 2012
HC12218 Friday, August 3, 2012 HC 2012
HC12241 Thursday, August 16, 2012 HC 2012
HC12224 Monday, August 06, 2012 HC 2012
HC12250 Thursday, August 23, 2012 HC 2012
HC12266 Thursday, August 30, 2012 HC 2012
HC12274 Tuesday, September 04, 2012 HC 2012
HC12276 Friday, September 07, 2012 HC 2012
HC12306 Wednesday, September 26, 2012 HC 2012
HC12309 Thursday, August 27, 2012 HC 2012
HC12319 Tuesday, October 09, 2012 HC 2012
HC12321 Friday, October 12, 2012 HC 2012
HC12338 Wednesday, October 24, 2012 HC 2012
HC12347 Tuesday, October 30, 2012 HC 2012
HC12348 Wednesday, October 31, 2012 HC 2012
HC12372 Tuesday, November 27, 2012 HC 2012
HC12392 Saturday, December 22, 2012 HC 2012
HC12396 Thursday, December 27, 2012 HC 2012
2012 Count 23
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INCIDENT
HC13040
HC13064
HC13065
HC13126
HC13144
HC13160
HC13175
HC13194
HC13201
HC13207
HC13222
HC13257
HC13259
HC13260
HC13299
HC13315
HC13324
HC13339
HC13352
HC13380
HC13381
HC13418
HC13431
HC13452
HC13458
HC13499
HC13508
HC13529

INMATE INCIDENTS

INVOLVING INJURIES TO DEPUTIES

DATE
Thursday, February 07, 2013
Thursday, February 21, 2013
Friday, February 22, 2013
Wednesday, April 03, 2013
Sunday, April 14, 2013
Monday, April 22, 2013
Wednesday, May 01, 2013
Sunday, May 12, 2013
Wednesday, May 15, 2013
Friday, May 17, 2013
Thursday, May 30, 2013
Thursday, June 20, 2013
Thursday, June 20, 2013
Friday, June 21, 2013
Monday, July 08, 2013
Tuesday, July 16, 2013
Sunday, July 21, 2013
Wednesday, July 31, 2013
Thursday, August 08, 2013
Sunday, September 01, 2013
Tuesday, September 03, 2013
Monday, September 30, 2013
Monday, October 14, 2013
Saturday, November 02, 2013
Monday, November 04, 2013
Monday, December 02, 2013
Thursday, December 05, 2013
Tuesday, December 24, 2013

FACILITY
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC

2013 Count

YEAR
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
28
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INCIDENT

HC14032
HC14078
HC14085
HC14110
HC14119
HC14131
HC14156
HC14159
HC14162
HC14189
HC14198
HC14211
HC14220
HC14223
HC14240
HC14310
HC14319
HC14327
HC14381
HC14394
HC14423
HC14428
HC14429

INMATE INCIDENTS

INVOLVING INJURIES TO DEPUTIES

DATE
Tuesday, January 28, 2014
Sunday, March 09, 2014
Sunday, March 16, 2014
Saturday, April 05, 2014
Wednesday, April 16, 2014
Tuesday, April 29, 2014
Saturday, May 24, 2014
Saturday, May 24, 2014
Wednesday, May 28, 2014
Friday, June 20, 2014
Tuesday, July 01, 2014
Thursday, July 10, 2014
Tuesday, July 15, 2014
Friday, July 18, 2014
Friday, July 25, 2014
Thursday, September 11, 2014
Wednesday, September 17, 2014
Thursday, September 24, 2014
Sunday, November 09, 2014
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
Friday, December 19, 2014
Saturday, December 20, 2014
Sunday, December 21, 2014

FACILITY
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC
HC

2014 Count

YEAR
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
22
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INMATE INCIDENTS

INVOLVING INJURIES TO DEPUTIES

INCIDENT DATE FACILITY YEAR
HC15006 Wednesday, January 7, 2015 HC 2015
HC15020 Saturday, January 17, 2015 HC 2015
HC15039 Monday, January 26, 2015 HC 2015
HC15088 Monday, February 23, 2015 HC 2015
HC15092 Saturday, February 27, 2015 HC 2015
HC15110 Monday, March 16, 2015 HC 2015
HC15117 Tuesday, March 24, 2015 HC 2015
HC15119 Saturday, March 28, 2015 HC 2015
HC15126 Thursday, April 02, 2015 HC 2015
HC15142 FRIDAY, April 10, 2015 HC 2015
HC15148 Sunday, April 12, 2015 HC 2015
HC15153 Monday, April 13, 2015 HC 2015
HC15182 Monday, May 4, 2015 HC 2015
HC15184 Friday, May 08, 2015 HC 2015
HC15189 Monday, May 11, 2015 HC 2015
HC15193 Thursday, May 14, 2015 HC 2015
HC15230 Wednesday, June 10, 2015 HC 2015
HC15231 Thursday, June 11, 2015 HC 2015
HC15234 Friday, June 12, 2015 HC 2015
HC15243 Tuesday, June 16, 2015 HC 2015
HC15260 Thursday, June 25, 2015 HC 2015
HC15264 Monday, June 29, 2015 HC 2015
HC15274 Tuesday, July 7, 2015 HC 2015
HC15278 Saturday, July 11, 2015 HC 2015
HC15290 Tuesday, July 21, 2015 HC 2015
HC15316 Sunday, August 16, 2015 HC 2015
HC15339 Monday, August 31, 2015 HC 2015
HC15340 Tuesday, September 1, 2015 HC 2015
HC15348 Friday, September 4, 2015 HC 2015
HC15363 Wednesday, September 16, 2015 HC 2015
HC15371 Tuesday, September 22, 2015 HC 2015
HC15380 Thursday, September 24, 2015 HC 2015
HC15382 Thursday, September 24, 2015 HC 2015
HC15383 Sunday, September 27, 2015 HC 2015
HC15389 Friday, October2, 2015 HC 2015
HC15406 Tuesday, October 13, 2015 HC 2015
HC15416 Monday,October 19, 2015 HC 2015
HC15433 Sunday, October 25, 2015 HC 2015
2015 Count 34
Grand Total 112
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