T

COUNTY OF ERIE

MARK C. POLONCARZ
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

GALE R. BURSTEIN, MD, MPH
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH

December 7" 2015

Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street — Fourth Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

RE: Modifications to Erie County Agricultural District 17

Dear Honorable Members:

It has come to my attention that this honorable body received a set of recommendations from the Erie County
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board on November 17™ of this year. These recommendations included a request to
classify a property located at 1101 Ransom Rd. as part of Erie County Agricultural District 17, with all the protections
thereby afforded.

I strongly encourage your honorable body to not include this parcel in your submission to the NYS Commissioner
of Agriculture and Markets for final approval. 1101 Ransom Rd. has long been a source of repeat violations of the Erie
County Sanitary Code, for consistent and serious violations of Article IX, Section 1.15. Ongoing large scale ground
feeding of pigeons at this property has led to a rodent infestation of this property and neighboring residential housing, and
birds consistently strike school buses transporting children to Grand Island Senior High School located directly across the
street, scattering their remains around the property and creating a safety risk for students.

By attempting to classify this suburban, residential property as certified agricultural land, the property owner is
simply attempting to skirt the Erie County Sanitary Code, so he can continue to feed his flocks of pigeons with impunity.

Should you have any questions, please contact my office at 858-6976.
Sincerely,
QM T

Gale R. Burstein, MD, MPH, FAAP
Erie County Commissioner of Health
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cc: County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz, Esq.
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