ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

92 Franklin Street - 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

TO: Members of the Erie County Legislature

FROM: Karen M. McCarthy, Clerk

DATE: February 5, 2015

SUBIJECT Documents Received Regarding LL Intro. 9-1 (2014) “A Local Law in Relation to the

Regulation of Electronic Cigarettes (“E-Cigarettes”)

Please review the attached letters that were received on February 5, 2015 regarding LL Intro. 9-1 (2014)
“A Local Law in Relation to the Regulation of Electronic Cigarettes (“E-Cigarettes”) from interested

parties.

Thank you.
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Feb. 5, 2015

Presented to the Erie County Legislature at a Hearing held this day regarding:

A Local Law (proposed) in relation to the regulation of electronic cigarettes (e-

cigarettes)

Walter P. Pukalo

Resident of Cheektowaga, NY

Before Erie County or NYS decides to blindly follow California’s lead in banning e-
cigarettes, lawmakers should seek the truth about vaping and realize that a lot of
the hype against vaping is just invalid propaganda being put out to scare the
public into agreeing to more and more loss of freedom, and government control
of our lives.

Just yesterday, as the Democratic City of Buffalo banned vaping anywhere
tobacco smoking is already banned, the Democratic City of Berkley, California put
an additional punitive tax on any soft drinks containing sugar.

Recently, a man in New York City | believe, lost his life at the hands of Police while
resisting arrest. His crime ? Selling untaxed single cigarettes on the sidewalk.
Many are wondering why NYC even has such a stupid law which police are
required to enforce.

Proposing a $300 to $1,000 first-offense civil penalty, for the completely harmless
act of vaping, wherever cigarette smoking is prohibited, is ridiculous, overly-
punitive and offensive to me as a citizen and as someone who understands our
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Constitution. Also, what we don’t need are more STUPID laws that Police will be
required to enforce.

People are turning to vaping as a method of breaking their tobacco-caused
nicotine addiction. Using e-cigarettes, they can get gradually less and less
nicotine in their vape juice, and over a period of 2 to 3 months, they can become
nicotine free and no longer addicted to killer tobacco.

Vaping is a healthy alternative to smoking tobacco. It is NOT tobacco. Vaporizers
are not cigarettes. And shouldn’t be lumped IN with cigarettes under laws
promoting clean indoor air.

The tar and numerous chemical carcinogens present in tobacco products are NOT
present in vaping products. Most of the nicotine, when there is any, stays with
the person vaping. The nicotine present in the exhalant is extremely small and
about equivalent to someone’s exposure to what is being emitted from the
nicotine patch on the person next to you who is wearing one. The chances of
getting addicted to nicotine from 2" hand vapor is zero.

Vaping is saving the lives of millions by helping them to quit using tobacco.

Making employers tell employees who vape, to go outside and hang with the
tobacco smokers that they are trying to get away from, makes no sense at all and
DOES do harm to the people vaping, who are sincerely trying to get themselves
healthier.

For those who say it hasn’t been proven safe yet, | say it hasn’t been proven
harmful yet. Recent studies claiming harm, are flawed in that the harm only
results when the products is not used as intended, by applying abnormally high

2 Comm. 3D-1
Page 13 of 15



voltage releasing heavy metal ions and chemicals such as charred formaldehyde
at noxious levels far beyond which any user would find enjoyable to inhale.

In this flawed study, mis-use is thereby creating the harm that the biased study
was intended to prove.

Little by little, the freedoms we enjoy as Americans are being taken away from us
by governments out to control every aspect of our lives, even the freedom to
choose a healthy alternative to a product that KILLS !

2" hand vapors, as well as inhaled vapors have not been proven harmful. The
exhalant is mostly water vapor as in natural fog, clouds or the mist created while

taking a shower.

In this country we have by our Constitution, a right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. And if our pursuit of happiness includes enjoying a personal
pleasure such as vaping, while not harming others, it is a liberty consistent with
the intent of our Constitution.

There are too many people in society lately, whose knee-jerk reaction is to turn to
the government to ban everything they personally don’t like. They are Statists
who believe that more government, bigger government is what’s needed to
create what resembles their own idea of a utopian society.

They are seif-centered control-freaks. These people want to grant government
more and more authority to control every questionable aspect of our lives by
imposing punitive measures to coerce the masses to comply. Sounds like
Communism to me.
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What it means to live in freedom and liberty in these United States is rapidly
slipping away.

In America our freedom is not supposed to begin with what the government
allows US to do.

The Constitution was written to put limits on the government’s power to control
the people. Ceding to the government more control will leave to our posterity, a
less and less free America. Is THAT really what you want ?

We’re supposed to be different from totalitarian societies.

Crying children within department stores or restaurants can be very annoying, yet
we don’t empower government to ban children from these venues, nor impose
punitively high cash fines for bringing them in. The marketplace will take care of
that. Business owners, not the government should decide what's appropriate.

If you’re in a car and on a long road trip with several people, whether its smoking
or vaping, or even uncomfortable conversation, a little personal communication
easily puts an end to an uncomfortable atmosphere. Couldn’t you just ask them
not to be so rude? You don’t need to call in the heavy hand of government with
excessive cash punishment, to alter someone’s rude behavior.

4 Comm. 3D-1
Page 15 of 15





