AMERICAN Memorandum in Support

LUNG Erie County LL Int 9-2
ASSOCIATION. Local Law in relation to the regulation of
N NEWYORK electronic cigarettes

Purpose: This local law would restrict the use of electronic cigarettes in locations where
smoking is prohibited.

Statement in Support: When New York State passed its Clean Indoor Air Act, 10 years ago -
it was a monumental achievement which removed cigarettes and secondhand smoke from our
bars and restaurants. This law was replicated across the country, and around the world, and
helped propel New York forward to significant reductions in smoking rates.

In recent months, we have seen a major increase in the use of electronic cigarettes, e-cigars,
e-hookahs and similar products across the state. Patrons of our smokefree bars, restaurants
and workplaces are increasingly being exposed to secondhand emissions from electronic
cigarettes. We hear complaints from New Yorkers across the state about e-cigarette use
occurring on public transportation, in bars and restaurants, at sporting events, concerts and in
public libraries.

This local law would restrict the use of e-cigarettes anywhere in Erie County where smoking
tobacco products is prohibited. Local laws have been passed in the City of New York and
Suffolk and Tompkins Counties which accomplish the same thing. All New Yorkers deserve
to breathe healthy air.

The law would also create a new class of business, “Certified E-cigarette Business”, for
businesses in which the sale, manufacture, or promotion of e-cigarettes is the primary activity.

The American Lung Association remains very concerned that we don't know what’s in e-
cigarettes or what the health consequences of them might be. We are troubled that e-cigarettes
may be starting kids on the path of a lifetime nicotine addiction. Data from the CDC shows that
youth usage has doubled in the last year. Furthermore a paper in JAMA Pediatrics showed that
kids who use e-cigarettes are more likely to smoke regular cigarettes and are less likely to quit.

Currently, e-cigarettes remain compietely unregulated by the federal government, and the
products vary in their makeup, nicotine level and design. The health consequences of the use
of e-cigarettes and the secondhand e-cigarette emissions that they give off are unknown. There
is currently no scientific evidence establishing the safety of e-cigarettes. No brand of e-
cigarettes has been found by FDA to be safe and effective in helping smokers quit.

In initial lab tests conducted in 2009, FDA found detectable levels of toxic cancer-causing
chemicals. Additional initial studies have found formaldehyde, benzene, and carcinogens in
secondhand e-cigarette emissions.

If that wasn’t reason enough to prohibit their use indoors, the use of e-cigarettes in public
places and workplaces may also complicate efforts to enforce and comply with smokefree laws.
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The American Lung Association in New York supports the passage of this public
health bill and urges its enactment into law.
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For more information contact: Michael Seilback, Vice President, Public Policy P SeEMyYcptions
for the American Lung Association of the Northeast, 631.415.0946 or mseilback@lunane.ora.





