SUSPENSION

A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATOR BURKE

RE: Calling on Albany to Fully Fund Public Education in New York State

WHEREAS, in 2006 the NYS Court of Appeals found that New York State was violating its students
constitutional right to a “sound and basic education” by leaving schools without adequate funding; and

WHEREAS, in 2007 the Governor and Legislature enacted the Foundation Aid funding formula to comply with
court rulings to fully fund public schools in New York State; and

WHEREAS, the funding formula and the implementation of Foundation Aid has been substantially delayed; and

WHEREAS, the amount of Foundation Aid owed to schools in New York State is $4.9 billion dollars; and

WHEREAS, in both 2010 and 2011 a total of $2.7 billion from state aid to schools was cut with the commitment
that it would be reinstated at a later date; and

WHEREAS, to date $1.1 billion in state aid is still owed to schools across New York State; and

WHEREAS, underfunding of public schools in New York is leaving a generation of students in high need
schools without access to the “sound basic education,” which is their constitutional right; and

WHEREAS, the amount of Foundation Aid and Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) funding owed per pupil is
2.3-times greater in high need districts than in wealthy districts; and

WHEREAS, in high need districts, many of which are in small cities and suburbs, the amount of aid owed is 3.3-
times greater than that of wealthy districts; and

WHEREAS, sixty-nine percent of all New York school districts have less classroom operating aid than they did
in 2008; and

WHEREAS, public schools in every geographic region of the New York State are owed a substantial amount of
resources in both GEA and Foundation Aid.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature recognizes that a financially sound public school system is the
foundation of a strong economy and prosperous future for our region; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature calls on the New York State Legislature to restore Foundation
Aid to New York State public schools as that would have the greater impact on high need schools that are found
in cities, suburbs and rural communities in Erie County; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature calls on the New York State Legislature to allocate the total
amounts owed to public schools in Foundation Aid and GEA over the next five years, in order to improve the
quality of public education and comply with every students’ constitutional right to sound basic education.

Fiscal Impact: None
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