ECLEG MAY 20710 il 2002

RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
CHAIRMAN MILLS

Re: Erie County Charter Revision Commission Recommendation No. 29

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature created the Erie County Charter Revision
Commuission for the express purpose of reviewing the Erie County Charter and to make
recommendations on whether or not the Erie County Charter and/or Administrative Code should
be amended to facilitate the more effective delivery of services to the public and to better
coordinate the functions between departments and agencies of the County and the various local
governments within the County; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision Commission was convened and fully considered and
debated the strengths and weaknesses of the present Charter and made numerous
recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision Commission submitted its final recommendations to
the Erie County Legislature on May 13, 2016; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the Charter Revision Commission, several organizations,
individuals and elected officials submitted comments and recommended Charter changes to the

Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature is required to act on each recommendation of the Charter
Revision Commission; and

WHEREAS, Chairman Mills has reviewed each recommendation of the Commission
and has submitted each recommendation to this Honorable Body for its consideration; and

WHEREAS, Section 2505 currently requires a majority vote of the County Legislature
to approve usage of unassigned General Fund balance below the five percent threshold; and

WHEREAS, Recommendation No. 29 amends Section 2505 to require a two-thirds
supermajority vote to reduce unassigned General Fund balance below the five percent threshold.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature accepts the Charter Revision
Commission’s Recommendation No. 29 as described in Comm. 10M-1(2016); and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Legislature’s staff shall draft a local law or laws to reflect the
Legislature’s acceptance of the recommendation and to amend the Charter by referendum; and,

be it further
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RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the
County Attorney and any other party deemed necessary and proper.
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Recommendation to Amend the Erie County Charter
Erie County Charter Revision Commission of 2016

Recommendation Intro. No. 157
Recommendation No._ 2 9

Introduced on the Report of the Special Committee on Consolidation and
Conformity,

Sponsored by Commission Member

The Erie County Charter Revision Commission of 2016 does hereby
recommend that Section 2505 be amended to read as follows:

a. In presenting the tentative budget, the county executive shall report on the
amount of the balance contained in the General Fund including non-spendable,
restricted, cormitted, assigned or unrestricted funds. Such report for each fund
shall be current as of the County’s last audited financial statements.

b. The county shall maintain an unassigned balance in the General Fund equal to
or greater than five percent of the amount contained in the adopted budget of
the General Fund of the County’s last audited financial statements. For purposes
of this section, the total General Fund calculation shall not include sales
and compensating use tax revenues shared with local governments and
school districts. Fund balance may be included as reverue in an approved budget
of the General Fund provided that there shall remain an unassigned balance of at
least five percent as provided in the first sentence of this paragraph.

c. Ifthe proposed county budget appropriates unassigned fund balance in
the General Fund reducing the unassigned General Fund fund balance below
five percent as described in subsection (b), the county executive shall present
a separate resolution to the county Legislature parallel with the proposed
county budget requesting approval of the appropriation. The county may only
approve unassigned General Fund fund balance below the five percent level upon
a two-thirds supermajority vote of the county legislature, A budget that is
approved without a vote of the county legislature shall not appropriate any fund
balance revenue in the General Fund in excess of the amount provided in this
subsection. The county executive's tentative budget shall indicate equivalent
deletions in the tentative budget that shall be executed if the use of fund balance
permitted by this paragraph is not approved by the county legislature.

d. Following approval of the annual budget, no additional unassigned General
Fund fund balance shall be appropriated as revenue during the fiscal year without
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the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of the
county legislature,
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