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RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY

CHAIRMAN MILLS

Re: Erie County Charter Revision Commission Recommendation No. 43

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature created the Erie County Charter Revision
Commission for the express purpose of reviewing the Erie County Charter and to make
recommendations on whether or not the Erie County Charter and/or Administrative Code should
be amended to facilitate the more effective delivery of services to the public and to better
coordinate the functions between departments and agencies of the County and the various local
governments within the County; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision Commission was convened and fully considered and
debated the strengths and weaknesses of the present Charter and made numerous
recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision Comrmission submitted its final recommendations to
the Erie County Legislature on May 13, 2016; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the Charter Revision Commission, several organizations,
individuals and elected officials submitted comments and recommended Charter changes to the
Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature is required to act on each recommendation of the Charter
Revision Commission; and

WHEREAS, Chairman Mills has reviewed each recommendation of the Commission
and has submitted each recommendation to this Honorable Body for its consideration; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision made a recommendation to amend Article 2 Section
210 to foster an independent redistricting commission to review and make changes to the
Legislative District boundaries following each decennial US Census by creating an Independent
Commission on Reapportionment, unless amended by a court order; and

WHEREAS, Recommendation No. 43 creates an eleven member Commission from a
pool of interested parties submitted by the County Executive to the Legislature. The Majority
and Minority Leaders of the Legislature will make four initial appointments. Those four
appointees are then tasked with selecting the remaining seven members of the Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
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RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature accepts the Charter Revision
Commission’s Recommendation No. 43 as described in Comm. 10M-1(2016); and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Legislature’s staff shall draft a local law or laws to reflect the
Legislature’s acceptance of the recommendation and to amend the Charter by referendum; and,
be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the
County Attorney and any other party deemed necessary and proper.
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Recommendation to Amend the Erie County Charter

Erie County Charter Revision Commission of 2016
Recommendation Intro. No. 108 A

Recommendation No.__ 43

Introduced on the Report of the Special Committee on Consolidation and

Conformity.

Sponsored by Commission Member

The Erie County Charter Revision Commission of 2016 does hereby recommend that
Section 210 be amended to read as follows:

Section 210. Independent Commission on Reapportionment.

A. A Commission on Reapportionment shall be established as soon as
practicable after the availability of data from the census of 2020 to_meet and
evaluate existing legislative districts no later than 60 days after the necessary census
data becomes available from the decennial federal census and reapportion them as
necessary to meet established standards in state and federal law for equal and fair
representation of all people in_Erie County, keeping districts compact and
contiguous while taking also into account existing town, city, village and election
district boundaries and defining geographic features but giving no consideration to
providing advantage to one or another political party. To the extent practicable,
each new legislative district created by the Commission shall embrace territory

substantially similar to the territory of a single existing legislative district.

This Commission shall consist of eleven members who are County residents, are

eligible to register to vote and are not public officers or employees

B. To establish a pool from which members will be appointed, no later than

three months prior to the anticipated first meeting of the Commission on
Reapportionment, the County Executive shall widely solicit interest in serving on

Intro. 10-43
Page 3 of 5




the Commission through such means as direct mail and e-mail contact with civic
groups, public service announcements on radio and television and in daily and
weekly newspapers, paid advertisement and announcement on the County website.

C. Initial appointments to the Commission on Reapportionment from the pool
of interested parties gathered in this manner shall represent various geographic
areas of the County and shall be made no later than 60 days after the census data
becomes available, with two members appointed by the Legislature's majority
leader and two members by the Legislature's minority leader.

D. These four appointed Commissioners shall select the additional seven
Commission members from the pool previously established no later than 70 days

after the census data becomes available. In the event that the additional seven
Commission members are not appointed by the prescribed deadline, the
appointment of the initial four members will no longer have force and effect and
these members will no longer be eligible to serve on the Commission on
Reapportionment. The majority and minority leaders will make alternative
appointments in the manner prescribed in this section, and the four newly
appointed members will appoint seven additional members so as to allow the

Commission to convene no later than six months after the census data becomes
available.

E. The Commission will reapportion in accordance with a process that allows
timely input from the County Legislature and its members and the maximum of
public participation and comment, and in accord with a calendar it adopts for itself

after consideration of New York State Election Law that assures that elections in
newly apportioned districts will be held in the year ending in ""1" in every decade.

The legislative districts created by the commission shall be in effect for all elections
held after the plan is filed and until a new plan is required and filed, unless
amended by court order.
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