
STATE OF NEW YORK 
LEGISLATURE OF ERIE COUNTY 

Buffalo, New York, May 26, 2016  

 
Proclaiming Edward M. Flynn Erie County Legislature’s 

Citizen of the Month for May 2016 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that at the regular session of the Legislature of Erie County, held in 

the Legislative Chambers of “Old County Hall,” in the City of Buffalo, on the 26
th

 day of May, 

2016, a proclamation was adopted, of which the following is a true copy: 

 

WHEREAS, the Erie County Legislature’s Citizen of the Month award was created to 

recognize outstanding members of the community, and the latest member of this distinguished 

group is Edward M. Flynn; and 

 

WHEREAS, Edward M. Flynn graduated from Canisius High School in 1948 and then 

attended Niagara University, where he was elected to “Who’s Who in American Colleges and 

Universities” - Michael graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1952, he also is a Past 

President of the Niagara University Alumni Association and the University Club of Buffalo; and 

 

WHEREAS, “Mike” Flynn works in the insurance industry, having served as a Past 

President of Buffalo Life Underwriters and the Past President of the New York State Association 

of Life Underwriters, and the Man of the Year of the Massachusetts Mutual, as well as the Past 

State Chairman of the New York State Life Underwriters Political Action Committee, but Mr. 

Flynn is best known for his community service and advocacy for the poor and disadvantaged; 

and 

  

WHEREAS, Michael is a Past President, former “Irishman of the Year” and the Co-

Founder of the Amherst Gaelic League, which has raised funds for the Belfast Summer Relief 

Program since 1971, with the money raised providing transportation for Catholic and Non-

Catholic grammar school children from Northern Ireland to the United States, the children spend 

six weeks with Western New York families, to promote understanding and the American way of 

life; and 

 

 



WHEREAS, Michael is also a charter Member of the Western New York Irish Famine 

Committee, which raised money to construct a monument on Buffalo’s waterfront, to recognize 

An Gorta Mor; the monument is now one of the busiest stops for Irish visitors to Buffalo and 

Niagara Falls; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael was the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick “Irishman of the Year” in 2001, 

and the Deputy Grand Marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Buffalo in 2004, and a former 

Board Member of the St. Patrick’s Scholarship Fund which raises funds to send students from 

Canisius College, Niagara University and D’Youville College to colleges in Dublin, Ireland; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Michael has been honored with the Caritas Medal from Niagara University, 

for his work with the poor as well as the Marquerite D’Youville Community Service Award for 

work with disadvantaged people in Western New York, the D’Youville College President’s 

Medal, and the Service Award from the Hispanic Community of WNY; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael is a Past President and National Trustee of the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul, Diocese of Buffalo; President of the Christ the King St. Vincent de Paul 

Society; Past president and Board of Directors of the Cantalician Center for Exceptional 

Children; Past President of Buffalo Columbus Hospital Foundation; a member of the Knights of 

Equity Court #5; and AOH Tom Caroll Division #1; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael has also served the community as the Past Chairman of the Amherst 

Industrial Development Agency, Town of Amherst Traffic and Safety Board, Board Member of 

the Erie County Sheriff’s Foundation and the Past President of the Snyder Business Guild. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature pause in its deliberations to Honor and 

Proclaim Edward M. Flynn the Erie County Legislature’s Citizen of the Month for May 2016. 

 

 

 

____________________________     ____________________________ 

    Hon. Thomas A. Loughran         Karen M. McCarthy  
Minority Leader     Clerk of the Erie County Legislature 

Erie County Legislator, 5th
 
District  

     


