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June 3, 2016
The Honorable
Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street, 4™ Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202
Re: Buffalo Vet Center Shelter Rental Fee Waivers

Dear Honorable Members:

Please find enclosed a resolution from the Veterans’ Service Agency seeking legislative
authorization to allow the Buffalo Vet Center a Fee Waiver for four shelter rentals.

Representatives from the Veterans’ Service Agency and the Buffalo Vet Center are
available to answer questions regarding this request.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.
Sincerely,

Ms%wv\

Mark C. Poloncarz, Esq.
Erie County Executive

MCP/djs

€c; David J. Shenk, Director of Veterans’ Service Agency
Daniel J. Rizzo, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Forestry
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MEMORANDUM

To: Erie County Legislature

From: Veterans® Service Agency

Re: Buffalo Vet Center Shelter Rental Fee Waivers
Date: June 3, 2016

SUMMARY

The Buffalo Vet Center provides mental health assistance to warzone veterans and their
families. Mental health counselors, psychologists and social workers provide PTSD and
readjustment counseling services to many Erie County veterans. As part of their mission, they
hold monthly wellness group events to help veterans connect and interact in an effort to reduce
avoidance and isolation commonly associated with PTSD. In the winter, they hold these events
at their center in Amherst. In the summer, they utilize a local park. These events have been very
beneficial to the veterans they serve. Unfortunately, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
budgetary guidelines prohibit the Vet Center from using their budgeted funds to pay for the costs
of these events. While the Vet Center has been able to receive donations to pay for food and
beverages at the events, for the past two years, the Center’s staff has been paying for shelter fees
of local parks with their personal funds; however, they are no longer able to continue this
practice. Ellicott Creek Park Shelter 15 would provide great access and maximum ability to
ambulate for their clients. The Vet Center is requesting a fee waiver for the following dates:

6/14/16 (Tuesday)
7/12/16 (Tuesday)
8/09/16 (Tuesday)
9/17/16 (Saturday)

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
The County would not receive park shelter revenue totaling $280 ($70 per shelter per date).

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION

The Buffalo Vet Center is a very active organization within the veteran commumity providing

vital services to veterans and their families. The Erie County Veterans’ Service Agency refers
many clients to the Buffalo Vet Center for counseling. The Buffalo Vet Center has been very

supportive of the Erie County Veterans’ Service Agency.

The monthly wellness group meeting is a type of bonding event that brings together veterans
with similar backgrounds and challenges. This leads to an increased personal network for
veterans to utilize during the difficult times many combat veterans and their families endure.

CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION

The Buffalo Vet Center may have to cancel these events for warzone veterans and their families
removing a critical service from the veteran community.
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STEPS FOLLOWING APPROVAL

Upon approval of this resolution, Director of Veterans® Service Agency will notify the Buffalo
Vet Center. The Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Forestry will waive the fees.
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A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY:
VETERANS’ SERVICE AGENCY

RE: Buffalo Vet Center Shelter Rental Fee Waivers

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Vet Center, provides mental health assistance to warzone
veterans and their families; and

WHEREAS, as part of their mission, they hold a monthly wellness group event to help
veterans connect and interact in an effort to reduce avoidance and isolation commonly associated
with PTSD; and

WHEREFEAS, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs budgetary guidelines prohibit the
Buffalo Vet Center from using budgeted funds to pay for the costs of these events; and

WHEREAS, for the past two years the Vet Center staff has been paying for shelter fees
of local parks with their personal funds and are no longer able to continue this practice; and

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Vet Center is requesting a fee waiver for four shelter rentals in
2016; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Legislature of the County of Erie does hereby authorize the
Commissioner of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry to waive the shelter
rental fee for four shelter rentals of Ellicott Creek Park Shelter 15 in 2016 for the Buffalo Vet
Center; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature shall forward certified copies of this
Resolution to the County Executive; the Director of the Veterans’ Service Agency; the
Director of Budget and Management; and the Commissioner of the Department of Parks,
Recreation and Forestry.
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