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ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

July 1, 2016 HonN. LyNNE D1xonN
LEGISLATOR

Commissioner John Loffredo
Department of Public Works
95 Franklin St. — 14™ Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

Dear Commissioner Loffredo:

At the last Community Enrichmeat Committee, on June 30th, your department was in to speak
on a bid acceptance for the ECC STEM building.

I was shocked to find out that by far the most commonly omitted or amended section was the
MWBE Part A. I was also dismayed to find out that the Department of Public Works routinely
ignores this important section in favor of the lowest bidder allowing amendments after the fact.
If the MWBE section is frequently amended because it is too complicated for bidders to figure
out, then we need to work to simplify it, but if the MWBE section is frequently amended because
your office does not stress its value enough then that is a far more significant problem that must

be addressed starting at the top.

This is an issue of serious concern for the Legislature and for many of the residents in Erie
County. I will be holding a Minority and Women Business Enterprise Committee meeting on
June 21, 2016 to discuss this problem. Please confirm your attendance with Clerk Karen

McCarthy as soon as possible.
[ appreciate your anticipated cooperation.

Sincerely,

e

Lynne Dixon

Erie County Legislator #9

Chair, Minority and Women Business
Enterprise Committee

Comm. 13E-37
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