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STATE OF NEW YORK

LEGISLATURE OF ERIE COUNTY
BUFFALO, N.Y., JULY 14TH, 2016 A.D.

1 HEREBY CERTIFY, That at a regular session of the Legislature of Erie County, held in the County Hall, in
the City of Buffalo, on the 14th day of July, 2016 A.D., a resolution was adopted, of which the following is a

true copy:

WHEREAS, The Erie County Legislature seeks to honor individuals and institutions of Erie County who
enhance the quality of life in the community through their efforts; and

WHEREAS, James F. Gerber grew up in Akron in a house adjacent to the Akron Elementary School and
graduated from Akron Central High School before moving to Alden after 36 years,; and

WHEREAS, James F. Gerber taught music at Alden Central for 33 years before retiring and has also
served as a volunteer firefighter and EMT instructor for the New York State Department of Health; and

WHEREAS, an oboe, bassoon, English horn, clarinet and saxophone player, James F. Gerber joined the
Akron Community Band as a musician in June of 1958, and

WHEREAS, James F. Gerber was named Music Director of the Akron Community Band in June 1967; and

WHEREAS, James F. Gerber describes his passion for music saying “I joined the band at age fourteen
because I loved music and wanted to learn, which finally evolved into my career choice: I have always loved

playing and conducting in this band, and I love being a part of the Akron tradition”; and

WHEREAS, James F. Gerber enjoys working with the musicians and audience, trying his best to develop
a group with a sound repertoire that audiences will enjoy, saying “musicians have two main goals: one, to
perform well and two, to have people listen and appreciate their performance,” which can be seen by the
audience’s enthusiastic attendance and reception; and

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2016, the Akron Community Band recognized James F. Gerber for his 50th year of
directing the band.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, the Erie County Legislature pauses in its deliberations to recognize and acknowledge

James F. Gerber

for his 5 0" year as Director of the Akron Community Band.

Edward A. Rath, III
Erie County Legislator, 6™ District

Karen M. McCarthy
Clerk of the Erie County Legislature



