ECLEG AUGZI'15 sl05
A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORS BURKE, MILLER-WILLIAMS, GRANT & SAVAGE

RE: Calling for an Official Investigation into the Price Gouging of EpiPens

WHEREAS, Epinephrine is a life-saving drug for those with severe allergies, most
commonly distributed in EpiPens produced by the pharmaceutical company Mylan; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, when Mylan took over the sales of the product, the EpiPen cost
$57 a shot, and has since risen by an astronomical 400% — now costing people more than $600
for a pack of two auto-injectors; and

WHEREAS, an EpiPen expires after just one year, requiring consumers to buy new
doses annually, and with the cost at exorbitant levels, many cannot afford new doses and risk
being without Epinephrine during an allergic reaction; and

WHEREAS, when it comes to the health of a child, a family should not have to choose
between making their home payment and the prescription that is so desperately needed in an
emergency situation where action must be taken at a moment’s notice and without delay; and

WHEREAS, in the United States, our system of Capitalism encourages companies to sell
the best products they can at a price at which they make a profit, but there comes a time when the
incentive to be greedy overruns a company and they engage in a zero-sum situation with
consumers who rely on their product; and

WHEREAS, it is clearly unconscionable to put a financial roadblock in front of people
by unjustifiably raising the price of a life-saving product such as EpiPen, especially at a time
when this drug is becoming more and more understood and embraced by patients, their family
members, institutions such as schools and sports facilities, and the general population as a whole.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that this Honorable Body condemns the actions of Mylan in raising the
price of EpiPen to levels that average consumers simply cannot afford; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature request that the New York State Attorney
General conduct a thorough and comprehensive investigation of the clear price gouging of the
life-saving EpiPen by Mylan; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to New York State Attorney
General Eric T. Schneiderman; Erie County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz; and any other party
deemed necessary and proper.

FISCAL IMPACT: None for the County Intro. 17-5
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