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LEGISLATOR

October 11, 2016

Chairman John Mills
92 Franklin Street, 4" Floor
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Chairman Mills,

At our last public hearing regarding the proposed law to ensure full pay for reservists called to
duty, members of this body noted the continued lack of attendance at public hearings from
residents and taxpayers. This is something I have noticed as well and would like to see us
attempt to address.

To this end, I would like to offer the following amendment, the new material is underlined, to
section 1.01 subsection (8) of the Legislative Rules of Order:

8.

To order that a public hearing be held. Public Hearings shall be conducted a minimum
of five (5) days before an item can be considered by the Legislature unless otherwise
prescribed by law. Said hearings shall be held no earlier than 6:00 pm on
weekdays. The chairman shall further ensure that notice of the time and date of each
public hearing be posted on the Legislature’s website not more than twenty-four (24)
hours from the filing of the public notice.

I realize this change might not necessarily increase attendance at public hearings, but as public
officials, I think we should do everything in our ability to make it easier for our constituents to
attend hearings and give us their much needed feedback.

I would also encourage the County Executive to take similar actions with his public hearings on
proposed laws and other matters, which are typically held in the afternoon.

I appreciate your time and attention in this matter and would be honored to be a co-sponsor on
any resolution you propose.

Sincerely

Tt

Ted B. Morton
Erie County Legislature
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