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MARK C. POLONCARZ

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

October 27, 2016

Dear Elected Official or Department Head:

Please be advised that the Department of Public Works’ Division of Buildings and Grounds will
be touring all property assigned to your Office or Department in the next week to inventory all unused
and under-utilized office space. More than 450 Erie County employees currently working in leased space
at 478 Main St. in Buffalo will be moving, as we will not renew our lease with the current landlord.
Unfortunately, however, the Legislature has not approved a lease to move to a different location despite
being aware of precarious conditions at 478 Main as well as the availability of a completely new
location, at lower cost, for these employees. The move of these employees is expected to begin in
December and be completed before March 31, 2017.

The employees being moved belong to several Department of Social Services programs,
including Child Protective Services, Children Services, Adoption, Family Home Finding and Home Energy
Assistance. It is our hope that this unnecessary, Legislature-forced move will not impinge on these
employees or the vital work that they do. Although it would be preferable to keep the majority of these
employees together as they are often required to cross-collaborate to provide for the safety of a child,
space allowing a significant number of employees is not available. After consulting with the Department
of Social Services, we are asking at this time Offices and Departments to identify suitable spaces that
would accommodate at least one team of Child Protective Services/Children Services workers of eight
employees. The Department of Social Services will provide desks and other office furniture for these
employees.

If you have questions, please contact my chief of Staff Jennifer Hibit at jennifer.hibit@erie.gov
or at 716-858-2919.

Sincerely,

k12

Mark C. Poloncarz
Erie County Executive
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