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A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORS BURKE, MILLS, GRANT, HARDWICK, RATH & DIXON

RE: Support for the Proposed Reuse of the Central Terminal

WHEREAS, with the recent closing of the Exchange Street train station, Buffalo is in
need of a new primary passenger train station, and a recent proposal from Congressman Brian
Higgins call for the New York State Department of Transportation to invest in a study of the
Central Terminal’s ability to be Buffalo’s primary station; and

WHEREAS, the 1929 art deco station on Buffalo’s East Side was once a sign of
Buffalo’s growth, with the original plan to build on the East Side anticipating the City’s
continued growth to the point that the location would eventually be at the center of a booming
metropolis; and

WHEREAS, with the Great Depression and a growing dependence on automobiles, the
Central Terminal never met it’s true potential, and as Buffalo began to regress, the terminal
closed in 1979; and

WHEREAS, in Buffalo’s current renaissance, we have often looked to the beacons of our
past to incorporate them with the triumphs of today, and perhaps no architectural facility in
Buffalo in endeared of times that once were than the Central Terminal; and

WHEREAS, built to stand the test of time, the Central Terminal is still structurally sound
and has been the focal point of several restoration efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Central Terminal reopening as the premier train station in Buffalo would
stand to have positive economic impact on the East Side and be a further indication of Buffalo’s
resilience and revitalization.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, the Erie County Legislature stands in support of the proposal by
Congressman Higgins to study the feasibility of the Central Terminal acting as Buffalo’s
premiere train station; and be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the Western New York
delegations to the New York State Senate and Assembly, Governor Andrew Cuomo,
Congressman Brian Higgins, State Transportation Commissioner Matthew Driscoll, and any
party deemed necessary and proper.

FISCAL IMPACT: None for the County
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