
COUNTY OF ERIE 

July 9, 2019 

Erie County Legislature 

92 Franklin Street, 4th Floor 

Buffalo, New York 14202 

Re: Kearns v. Cuomo, et al. 

MICHAEL P. KEARNS 

COUNTY CLERK 

Green Light Law Litigation 

Dear Honorable Members: 
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As you are aware, I commenced litigation challenging the constitutionality of the Green Light Law which 

intends to grant driver's licenses to illegal immigrants residing in the State of New York. On July 8, 2019, 

the attached Summons and Complaint was filed in the United States District Court for the Western District 

of New York. 

I have been adamant since day one that my objection against issuing driver's licenses to those unlawfully 

present in the United States is strongly rooted in the law. The lawsuit argues that the Green Light Law 

conflicts with federal immigration law and the Supremacy Clause of the United States Constitution 

resolves the conflict in favor of federal law, rendering the Green Light Law unconstitutional. I am seeking 

a declaration that the Green Light Law is unconstitutional and a permanent injunction prohibiting the 

Governor, Attorney General, and DMV Commissioner from: (a) requiring the Erie County Clerk's Office to 

follow the Green Light Law; and (b) removing me from elected office, or utilizing any other enforcement 

mechanism, for failing to follow the Green Light Law. 

While the litigation proceeds I intend to share information with this Honorable Body which may be 

relevant to your constituents; however, I do note that as the named Plaintiff I will need to follow the 

direction of the County Attorney's Office when it comes to sharing information that may be protected by 

attorney-client privilege. 

Your support of the Erie County Clerk's Office in this matter has been most welcomed and I will continue 

to fight this unconstitutional legislation. 

Sincerely, 

ichael P. Kearns 

Erie County Clerk 
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