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Hon. Timothy Meyers, Chair, Energy & Environment 

Bonnie Lawrence, Deputy Commissioner 

October 4, 2019 

Erie County Commits to Paris - 2019 Annual Report 

Since the release of the Erie County Commits to Paris report in January 2018, substantial progress 
has been made on the 37 initiatives that are outlined in the report. A review of the significant sources of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from Erie County government operations for calendar year 2018 shows a 
28% decrease in emissions since 2005, and more than 2% decrease since 2014. This memo will 
summarize the progress on the initiatives outlined in both the Erie County Commits to Paris report and the 
recently adopted Climate Action and Sustainability Plan for internal operations, as well as the findings 
�egarding the GHG emissions inventory for internal operations. 

Pl"Ogress on Initiatives 

The members of the Erie County Commits to Paris work group provided the updated reports on the 
initiatives outlined in the Erie County Commits to Paris report for the time period of October 1, 2018 -
September 30, 2019. The members of the Erie County Green Team provided updates on the Tier One 
Priority Initiatives that are outlined in the Climate Action and Sustainability Plan for internal operations, 
which was finalized in January 2019 and adopted by the legislature in February 2019. Please refer to the 
attached spreadsheets for a complete listing of the initiatives and the status of each. 

• Completed Initiatives

Erie County Commits to Paris: To date, nine initiatives have been fully completed, representing 24%
of the total, including the recently awarded Climate Smart Community designation by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation. 

Climate Action and Sustainability Plan for internal operations: Since adoption of the Plan 
approximately seven months ago, two of the 25 Tier One Priority Initiatives have been completed, 
representing 8% of the total. 
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