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Local Law No. 1 of the year 20 18 

A local law County Conversion Therapy Ban 

Be it enacted by the --^^^^ of the 

[/Icounty pcity QTown •Vlllagi 

of Erie aafbllows: 

Section 1: Legislative Intent 

The purpose of this law is to ensure the physical and psychological well-being of minors. There 
is significant evidence that reparative or conversion therapy can cause serious psychological 
hann to minors who have been exposed to sexual orientation or gender identity change efforts. 
The practice is opposed by neariy all leading health agencies including: American Academy of 
Child Adolescent Psychiatiy, American Academy of Pediatrics. American Association for 
Maniage and Family Therapy. American College of Physicians. American Counseling 
Association, American Medical Association, American Psychiatric Association, American 
Psychoanalytic Association. American Psychological Association, American School Counselor 
Association, American School Health Association, National Association of Social Woriters. 
Worid l-ieaith Organization and the Worid Psychiatric Association. 
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Section 2: Definitloiu 

A. "Conversion therapy" means any formal treatment that aims to change sexual orientation and 
gender identity of a minor. This includes attenq)ting to change a person's sexual orientation from 
homosexual to heterosexual as well as from heterosexual to homosexual. 
B. "Minoi" means any person less than eighteen (18) years of age. 
C'Reparative dierapy" has the same meaning as conversion therapy. 
D. "Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity Change Efforts" means conversion ther̂ y, reparative 
thoapy, or any other practice that seeks to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender 
identity. "Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity Change Efforts" do not include psychotherapies 
that provide acceptance, support, and understanding for clients. And in addition do not prohibit 
clergy fix)m pastoral counseling, teaching, or relaying of their religion's doctrine. 
E. "Formal Treatment" is defined as a continued effort through a program or through many 
sessions or meetings to change a minor's sexual identity or orientation. 

Section 3: Prohibition 

The administering sexual orientation or gender identity change efforts, conversion therapy, or 
reparative therapy upon a minor within the geographic boundaries of the County of Erie is 
prohibited. 

Section 4: Penalties 

Any person who knowingly violates the provisions of this local law shall be guilty of an 
imspecified misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $1000 and or 19 to one year in prison. 

Section 5: Effective Date 

This local law shall be effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

Section 6: Severability 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this Local Law or the 
application thereof, to any person, individual, corporation, finn, partnership, entity or 
circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
unconstitutional such order of judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this Local Law or its application to the person, 
individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circuinstances directly involved in the 
controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 
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(Complete thacartifleation In the paragraph that applies to ths filing of this local law and | 
strike out that which is not appllcabla.) I 

i • 

1. (Final adoption by local Isglslativs body only.) 
I haratiy csrtHy that Ihs local law annexed hereto, daaignatsd as local law No. of 20 of 
ths (County)(Clty)(Town)(Vlllago) of '. was duly paaaed by the 

on ' 20 , In accordance wHh the appllcablo 
(Manw o/LagUsihw Body^ \ 
provlaiona of law. 

2. (Passags by local laglstaithrs body with approval, no diaapproval or rapassage after diaapproval by the Elsctlvo 
Chief ExaCutiva Officer*.) ' 

I hereby csrtMy that ths local law annexed hereto, dealgnatad aa local law No. 1 of 20 j f j of 
t h e ( C o u n t y ) H H | B | | | i o r waaduly paissdbytha 
EfteCounWLeqWatuw on Febmarv 15 20 18 . and was (approv8d)(iHUVpiWM9 

(Name orUffWatfva BodK) 
(•p—Md r̂itM Î—ppaax.̂ ^ by th* Erie County Executive and WBS dsemad duly adopted 

fSsetfM aMExacuthn OmceT) 
March 5 r r m 

on 2011181. In scconlancs w ith ths sppllcsbla provlaiona of law. 

3. (Pinal adoption by referendum.) 
I hereby csrtHy that ths local law annexed hereto, designated aa local law No. of 20 of| 
ths (County)(Ctty)(Town)(Villaos) of • • was duly passsd by the 

; on 20 , andwas(approvad){notappirowed) 
(NamtafLtglammBoda 
(ropaassd sflsr diaappraval) by ths aw 20 L-

tEtodAw CMif BraeutfM OflleaO 
Such local law waa aubmitted to the people by rasaon of a (mandatoryKpennlsah«) refarandum, and racslved ths afflmiative 
vote of a miyortty of ths qualiflsd electors voting thereon at the (gsnend)(8pecial)(annuai) election held on j 

2 0 _ _ _ . in accordance with ths aiviicablsprawistona of law. | 

4. (Subject to pemiiaahfe refarandum and final adoption becauaa no valid petition was flisd rsquesting refarandum.) 
i hereby ceitliy that ths local law annsxed hereto, dealgnatad as local taw No. - - of 20 of ! 

ths (County)(City)(Town)(Vlllags) of ' ' waa duly passed by the 

on • 20 •, and was (approvsd)(not approved) 
(NamaorL«^WMA«8o(M « - r r / 
(rspaaaed after dtoapproval) by ths : ; on 20 Such local 

(EMIvChMExacuMailcar) | 
law was aubiect to pennisaiwe referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of ! 

20. , In accordance with ths appllcabie provisions of law. I 

* Eleelive Chief Exacutlva Officer means or Indudaa the chief axacuUva offloer of a county elected on a county-v^ baste or, If (here 
be none, the chalrpereon of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or vinaî , or the supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vwled with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. ' 

. •; • • , I -
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of 20. 
Si (Cl^ local law concerning Charter rsvlslon prapossd by pstltlon.) 
I hsrebycsrtify that ths local law annexsdhsreto, designated aa local law No ^ 
thaCHycf having bssnsubmittsd to rsfsrandum pursuant to the provisions of section (36̂ 37) of 
ths Municipal Homo Ruls Law, and having rscsh«d ths sfllnnsttvs vote of s majority of ths qualiflsd sIsctcM of such city voting 
thsnBonattha(apaciai)(gsnsraOeisctionhsldon 20̂ ,-̂ ^̂  , became operative. 

6. (County iMal law concsmlngadoptton of Chartsr.) 
I hereby csrtlfythst ths local law anns9(sdhsrBto,deslgnat8d8slocsl law N o . _ i ^ of20__̂  of 
the County of .̂ State of New Yoric. having bssn submltlad to the sisctore at ths Gsnsral Election of 
Novsmbor 20_ , pursuant to subdhrisions 5 and ? of secUon i i of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 
rscshred ths 8fnmiath«a vote of a majority of the qualiflsd sisctore of the dtiss of said county 
qualiflsd sisctore of ths towns of said county considorsd ss a unit voting at said gsnerai sisctton. bscsms operas 

(If any othsr suthorhtsd form of flnsi sdoptlon has bssn fdlowsd. pisaas provlds an approprlste csrtificaUon.); 
i ftjrthsr cMtiiy thst I havs comparod the prscsding local law with the briginai oafila In this offlce and that the same a 
coned transerlot thsrsfrom snd of ths whois of such originai local law. a|RdvM^((lnaily adopted In thojuanfwr indicated in 
paragraph »_L__ above. ^ 

(SeaO 
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A Public Hearing was held on the foregoing Local Law Intro. No. 5-2-2017 on February 23, 
2018 due notice thereof having been published in the official newspapers of the County of Erie 
designated for this purpose, and after due deliberation thereon, I , MARK C. POLONCARZj_̂  
County Executive of Erie County, do hereby APPROVE and SIGN said Local Law this ^ 
day of hh^LtJJir' .2018. < \ 

Mark C. Poloncarz 

A Public Hearing was held on the foregoing Local Law Intro. No. 5-2-2017 on February 23, 
2018 due notice thereof having been published in the official newspapers of the County of Erie 
designated for this purpose, and after due deliberation thereon, 1, MARK C. POLONCARZ, 
County Executive of Erie County, do hereby DISAPPROVE and VETO said Local Law this 
_ _ day of , 2018. 

Mark C. Poloncarz 


