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S . FILED
Eacounty [jcuy El‘l'own E]Vlllag. j e ~ " STATE RECORDS
°' Ede ' : - 3 . DEC 0 §onik
e DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Local Law No. 4 . ofthe year 20 15 o
Alocal law "{ _ _ ., o
Amending the Erle County Code of Ethics
B'.It'onnct-dhyuu o 'Erlé Coi.jnty‘LeglsIaturé‘ SR s of the
[ECWHU Clcitv DTown ElVlllauo | | 7 b
lo" __Erie — — . _ D as follows:

Section 1l: Intent. E ;_‘ | o -

It is stated intent of th1s body to amend the Erle County Code
of Ethics to reflect the highest standards of. 1ntegr1ty and

morality dlsplayed by elected off1c1als w1th1n the County of-
Erie. . :

‘r

To that end, several sections of: the Code of Ethics are amended
to ensure that all f1nanc1al documents are submitted by every
elected official who serveé in-a given year, regardless of
. whether they are st111 serv1ng on the. date the documents are
- “due . N .J_:_Q; : - .
¥
. These changes w111 ensure that durlng the transitions of
. government officials the process: remains. transparent and tax-

" payers are assured that they are falrly represented by elected
offlclals .

(if additional space Is nasded, attach pages the same alze as this sheet, and number each.) .
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Section 2: Erie County Local Law number ten of nineteen hundred eighty-nine, as -
amended by Local Law number four of nineteen hundred ninety four, constituting the Erie

. County Code of Ethics, is hereby amended as follows:

Sectlon three-f shall be amended to read as follows:

-3(f). The term offucer or employee” shall mean the head or heads of any department division,

special district or other-administrative unit of co_unty gove_rnment and their deputies and
assistants; and such others who. hold policy- -making positions as annually determined by the
i appomtmg authority and set forth in a written mstrument which shall be filed with the Erie
county board of ethics during the month of February ‘Said desngnatlon of those employees and
officers as “policy makmg may be challenged by the designated employees or officers upon
~ filing a written petition in opposition to such designation within thirty days from the date of the

filing of such‘designat’io‘n with the Erie County Board of Ethics. The aforementioned Board of
Ethics shall upon reoeipt of a petition in opposition promptly make a determination as to the
petition’s merits upon a majority vote'of a quorum of the Board, and shall notify all interested-
parties within ten days of its decision. The term “officer or employeé” shall also mean those

individuals defined herein who shall serve or have served at any time, regardless of duration,
during the calendar year for which dlsclosure is sought regardless of whether they are affiliated

with the County at the time the request for disclosure_i is made . )

[ ] bracketed'material is deleted; underlrned material is be added _ ' '

Section eight shall be amended to read as follows:
'Annual fihancial disclosure statement:

fCommencmg W|th the calendar year next succeedlng the calendar year in which this local 1aw is
adopted, the following form of fmancual d|sclosure shall be annually filed by all persons required
‘to file financial disclosure statement under this. Jocal Iaw Such dISC|05ure shall be filed
. regardless of whether such individual is employed, a member of a Board or Commission, or

. gtherwise affiliated with the County at the time the request for. disclosure is made. The form of
.+ the financial disclosure statement required under this local law of all current and former
mdlwduals required to file same shall be as determined annually by the Board of ethics which

haII maintain the authorlty to modify same as may be de_emed necessary.

| ‘ : ’

[-] bracketed material is deleted; underlined mater{ol is to be added

Section nine shall be amended to read as follows:

v
&

Penalties:

A reporting individual, as defined in sections three and four of this Im who knowingly and
willfully fails to file an annual statement of.financial disclosure or who knowingly and wilifully
with intent to deceive makes a false statement or gives information which such individual knows

\
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ar shauld have know'_n‘to be false on such statement of financial disclosure fited pursu-ant to this
section, shall be assessed a civil p‘ena-lty'in an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars.
Assessment for a civil penalty hereunder shall be made by the Erie county board of ethics. For a
violation of this subdivision, other than for conduct which constltutes a violation of subdivision
twelve of section seventy three of the public officers law, the board of ethics may, inlieuofa
civit penalty, refer d violation to the dlstrlct attorney and upon such convrctron -but only after

. such referral, such violation shaII be pumsh -able as.a class A mrsdemeanor A civil penalty for
false filing may not be lmposed,hereunder inthe event a cate_gory of_ ‘value” or “amount”
reported hereunder is incorrect unless'such reported information is kndWing.Iy'und'ersta'ted
Notwathstandmg any other provrsmn of law to the contrary, no other penalty, civil or criminal

-may be imposed for farlure to file or for false filing of such statement, except that the appointing
authority may impose disupllnary actron as other-wise provided by law. The Erie county board
of ethlcs shall adopt rules governlng the conduct of adjudicatory proceedmgs and appeals
relatmg to the assessment of the civil penaltles herein authorized. Such rules shall provide for

- due process procedural mechanisms substantially similar to those set forth in article three of the

© state administrative procedure act but such mechanlsms need not be identical in terms or
scope. Assessment of a civil penalty shall be final unless modlfled suspended or vacated within
thirty days of impositioni and upon becommg final shall be subject to review at the instance of

 the affected reporting individual in a proceedmg commenced agalnst the Erie county board of

;jethrcs pursuant to artrcle seventy- elght of the crvrl practlce law-and rules.

A7 bracketed materral rs de!eted underhned materral is to be added -
R { : o . Vot
-Section then-h shall be amended to'read as follows: '

. 10{h). [The'County‘Executive and the County Legistature will make available any support staff
L -necessary for the Board of Ethics to carry out its duties and functions.] The County Executive '
shall, subject to sectlon 19 of the Erie County Code, grovnde staff and supplles necessary for th

ethics board to gerform its stated ob|ect|ves The Drstrlct Attorney shall be responsible for
investigating any claims made bv the board. '

1 bracketed materral- r‘s.deleted; underlined moterr'al isto be added - !
: Ser:tion 3: Severability.
lf any clause, sentence, paragraph sectron or article of this chapter shall be adjudged by any court of
) .competent jurisdiction to be mvalld such determlnatron shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operatlon to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or
artlcle thereof dlrectly mvolved in the proceedmg in which such adjudlcatron shall have been rendered
F -' . . . ’, .t '

Section 4: Effectlve Date i

This law becomes effective upon its filing with the Secretary of State.
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sponsored By: , o
Legistator Kevin R. Hardwick ) T

‘Co-Sponsored By:

Legislator John ). Mills " .
Législat'or Lynne Dixon' .
Legislator Joseph C. Lorgio
‘Legislator Edward A. Rath Il
Legislator Ted B. Morton
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. vote of a me]edty of the' quallﬂed electers voting thereon at the (general)(spedal)(annual) election held on

(Cemplete the eertlﬁcatlon In the paragraph that applles to the flllng of thla loeal law and
) RN & strike out thnt whlch is not eppllcable) ' -

L (Flnaladopuonhytocamglslauvehodyonl Wy " R
I hereby certify that the local’ Iawannexed hereto designatedaetecellawNo of 20 of

the (County)(Clty)('l‘own)(Wlage) of . \ S AT . ‘was duly passed by the " -
'?NmofLegfs!aﬂWEody} — ii ‘.T- - ,°;“.  — 20 : m ‘ao_gordancew_lmtneapplicae!e

previslene of Iew RN .

1

(Pmege by local Ieglslathre bedy with approval no dleepprovel er repusege e&er dleepprovel by the Elactiva
Chief Executive Officar*.)- -

" | heraby certify that Ihe loeel law’ annexed hereto, deslgneted n local Iaw Ne N 4 ,' - of2015__of
‘the. (County et o!," _Erie - s . 'was duly passed by the
: i q“i atnre - _ Dﬂ NOVembﬁr AL 20 15 ,end was'{
o (NemeafLegisletfveBedy) o - T
. (repaeeed after dlsapproval) by the : Er:. e County Execut ive — and wes deemed duly adopted
’ {Elective Chief Executive Oﬂicer‘) ) .
" on De cem b & r 3' 20[ il I in lceordanr.e w Ith the eppllceble provlslons of Iew
IR : (Final adoptlen byreferendum) Lo - AT S :
. "I'hereby certify that the local law annexed herele deslgnated as Iocal Iew No S I . of 20, of ~
.the (County){clty)('l'own)(\lillage) of ' - M P ‘ R ' .was duly passed by the
TR, — 20, ,end was (epprcved)(net approved)
{NameafLeglsleHveBody) R T Lee T
(repaeeed eﬂerdlsapprovel) by the L . - _— _.on _.20

{Efectlve Ch!e! Execuﬂve Oﬂk:erj

Such local law was submltted to 1he peopie by reaann of a (rnandatory)(pemleslve) referendum. and recelved the efﬂrmatlve T

A‘rg."

i 20 In eceerdanee with the appllcable provlelone of Iaw

(Subjeet to permlselve referendum and ﬂnal adeptlon becauee no valld peﬂﬁon was ﬂled requeetlng refereandum ) :

Ihereby certify that the lacal law annexed hereto. deslgnated as'local Iaw No. .o A of20_____ of )
" the (County)(cny)crmm)(\nnage) ef e _ SRR .  was duly passed by the
{Name of Leglsiative aody) P ' | i on TR 20 ~ .aud wee (aPP!QVed,)(not approved)
(repaesed after dieeppreval)byma s Co e ér': . 20____. Such local
o {Elecﬂve ChlefExeeuﬂveOﬂfcer") LT ; : T
' Iaw was subject te pen-nlselve referendum end no valld petitlen requestlng euch referendum wae flled as uf
) : '20‘ ln accordance wnh the epplicable provlelane of, Iew - AL IR
i N

%3 o _:.. T ;l'.f-:
“ i‘ . . ] R -

' *Elective Chlef Exeeuﬁve Ofﬂeer means er includee the' chief exewtive ofﬂcer ofa ceunty elected ana eeunty—Mde baagls or,if there
" b nione, the chalrpérson of the county legisfative body, the mayor of a dty or vlllage of the supenusor of a tnwn where auch officer is

vested with the power { o appmve or veto local Iawe er ordinences . .
'DOS-02_39-'_H gRei_f..mm), S TR
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8, (City local law conc.rrllng Chlrhr uvlulon propoud by potlﬂon ) S o I
1 hareby certify that the local law annexed haeréto, designated as local law No.. . . of 20 of
"the Clty of having been submitted to referendum pursuant ta the provlulonu of section (38){37) of
' the Municlpal Homae Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified slectors of uuch city voting
tharnon atthe (special)(ganaral) aladion held on__ : 20 i becamo opmﬂvo. - .

8, (county local law conccmlng adoptlon ‘of Chartse, ) . ‘ : L
| hereby certify that the local law annexed hareto, designated as local law Np : of 20 of

. the Céunty of . : State of New York, having basn submitted to the alectors at the Genaral Elaction of
November : 20, pursuant to subdivisions 8 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Homa Rule Law, and having

recelved the affirmativa vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of sald county as a unit and a majority of the
quaiified elactars of the towns of sald county conaidered as a unit voting at sald general alection, became operative.

I3
[

(K any cther authorized form of final adoption has besn followed, please provide an appropriate certification,)

! further cariify that | have comparad the precading lacal law with the original on fila In this office and that the same ls a

corract transcﬂgt therefrom and of the whola of such orlglnnl local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in
_ pmgraph above, i ‘ ' - YA L

county legisiative bt Fow
omurdulnnlhd by Ioul hqmauv- body
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