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ihmkm — — ~ • ~ 
Amending tho Erio County Coda of Ethics 

Ba It anactad by tho Erie County Legislature 
(MniMofLVaMMaoaM. ' 

of tha 

QCounty DCity QTown ; DVinaoa 
( S i M a M ; ! 

of Er ie aa follows: 

Section 1: I n t e n t . 

I t i s stated i n t e n t of t h i s body to amend the Erie County Code 
of Ethics to r e f l e c t the highest standards of i n t e g r i t y and 
m o r a l i t y displayed by elected o f f i c i a l s w i t h i n the Cbunty of' 

• E r i e . • 

To that end, several sections of the Code of Ethics are amended 
to ensure th a t a l l . f i n a n c i a l dpcuments are submitted by every 
elected o f f i c i a l who servied i n r a given year, regardless of . 
whether they aire s t i l l serving oh the . date the documents are 

^du^. , ; • / - , .;' 

These changes w i l l ensure'that during the. t r a n s i t i o n s of 
. government o f f i c i a l s tfhe process remains transparent and tax ­
payers are assured t h a t they are f a i r l y represented by elected 
o f f i c i a l s . 

(If additional spaca is naadod, attach pagaa tha aams alza as thla shoa^ and number each.). 

POS02394I (RM.(W14> 

Page 1 of 6 



Section 2: Erie Gounty Local Law number ten of nineteen hundred eighty-nine, as 
ainended by Local Law number four of nineteen hundred ninety fpiir, constituting the Erie 
County Code of Ethics, is hereby amended as follows: 

Section t/iree-/shall be amended to read as follows: 

3(f). The term'Wicer or employee" shall mean the head or heads of any departrnent, division, 

special district or other administrative unit of county government and their deputies and 

assistants; and such others who hold policy-mal<ing positions as annually determined by the 

( . appointing authority and set forth in a written instrument which shall befiled with the Erie 

county board of ethics during the month of February. Said designation of those employees and 

officers as "policy making" may be challenged by the designated employees or officers upon 

filing a written petition in opposition to such designation within thirty days from the date of the 

filing of such designation with the Erie.County Board of Ethics. The aforementioned Board of 

Ethics shall upon receipt of a petition in opposition promptly make a determination as to the 

petition's merits upon a majority vote of a quorum of the Board, and shall notify all interested 

parties within ten days of its decision. The term "officer or employee" shall also mean those 

individuals defined herein who shallserve or have served at anytime, regardless of duration, 

during the calendar year for which disclosure is sought regardless of whether they are affiliated 

with the County at the time the request for disclosure is made. ) 

[ ] bracketed^material is deleted; underlined material is be added 

Section e/g/it shall be amended to read as follows: 

Annual financial disclosure statement: 

Commencing with the calendar year next succeeding the calendar year in which this local law is 

adopted, the following form bf financial disclosure shall be annually filed by all persons required 

to file financial disclosure statement under this local law. Such disclosure shall be filed 

' , regardless of whether such individual is employed, a member of a Board or Commission, or 

btherwise affiliated with the Countv at the time the request for disclosure is made. The form of 

) the financial disclosure statement required under this locai law of all'current and former 

individuals required to file same shall be as determined annually by the Board of ethics which 

shall maintain the authority to modify same as may be deemed necessary. 

[ ] bracketed material Is deleted; underlined material is to be added 

Section n/ne shall be amended to read as followis: 

Penalties: 

A reporting individual, as defined in sections three and four of this law, who knowingly and 

willfully fails to file an annual statement of financial disclosure or who knowingly and willfully 

with intent to deceive makes a false statement or gives information which such individual knows 
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or should, have known to be false on such statement of financial disclosure filed pursu-ant to this 

section, shall be assessed a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars. 

Assessment for a civil perialty hereunder shall be made by the Erie county board of ethics. For a 

violation of this subdivision, other than for conduct which constitutes a violation of subdivision 

twelve of section seventy-three of the public officers law, the board of ethics rriay, in lieu of a 

civil penalty, refer d violation to the disfrict attorney and upon such conviction, but only after 

such referral, such violation shall be punish-able asa class A misdemeanor. A^civil penalty for 

false filing may not be imposed ,hereunder in the event a category of "value" br "amount" 

rieported hereunder is incorrect unless such reported Information is knowingly understated 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no other penalty, civil or.criminal 

may be imposed for failure to file or for false filing of such statement, except that the appointing 

authority may impose disciplinary action as other-wise provided by law. The Erie county bpard 

of ethics shall adopt rules governing the conduct of adjudicatory proceedings and appeals 

relating to the assessment of the civil penalties herein authorized. Such rules shall provide.for 

due process procedural mechanisms substantially similar to those set forth in article three of the 

state administrative procedui-e act but such mechanisms need not be identical in terms or 

scope. Assessment of a civil penalty shall be final unless modified, suspended or vacated within 

thirty days of imposition and upon becoming final shall be subject to review at the instance of 

the affected reporting individual in a proceeding commenced against the Erie county board of 

, ethics, pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules. 

[ ] bracketed materiql is deleted; underlined matenal isto be added -
'-• • ' • V . • ' \ • • - ' ' ' - , - ' • ' ' 
Section fhen-/i shall be amended to read as follows: 

10(h). [The County Executive and the County Legislature will make available any support staff 

necessary for the Board of Ethics to carry out its duties and functions.] The Countv Executive , 

shall, subject to section 19 of the Erie County Code, provide staff and supplies necessary for the 

ethics board to perform its stated objectives. The District Attornev shall be responsible for 

investigating anv claims made by the board. 

[ ] bracketed material is.deleted; underlined material isto be added > 

Section 3: Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section'or article ofthis chapter shalj be adjudged by any court o f 

competent jurisdiction to be jnvalid, such determination shall not affect, impair or invalidate the 

remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operatibn to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or 

article thereof directly involved in the prbceedin'g in which such adjudication shall have been rendered. 

' ' • • ' J ' ' -
Section 4: Effective Date 

This law becohies effective upon its filing with the Secretary of State. 
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Sponsored By: 
Legislator Kevin R. Kiardwick ' 

Co-Sponsored By: -
Legislator John J. Mills . 
Legislator Lynne Dixon 
Legislator Joseph C. Lorgio 
Legislator Edward A. Rath Hi 
Legislator Ted B. Morton -

REFERENCE: LOCAL LAW INTRO. 4-2 (2015) 

C-
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(Complete the certification In the paragraph that applies to the tlllhg of this local law and 
' strika out that which is not applicable.) 

i . (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) r 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designatiad as locai law No. 
the(County)(Clty)(rovim)(VilIage)nf - -'-' ' • ' '•-'-.."-

provisions.of law. ^ \. ''; 

of 20. of 

.20 
• '' was duly passed by the 

In accordance with the applicable 

2. (Passage by local iegialatiye body with approval, no diaapproval or repassage after diaapproval by the Elective 
Chief Executive Offlcer*.) ' , 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as locaMaw No. .,; 5 of 20i5 of 
the (County)i of E r i e 

on November 10 

Erie Gounty Executive 
(Name of LeglalatlvB Body) 
(repassed after disapproval) by the 

(lEIectlye Chief Executive Ofthxi*) 

on D e c e m b e r 3' 20l J| 5|, |n accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law. 

was duly passed by the 
2015 . andwaai 

• and was deemed duly adopted 

3. (Final adoption by referendurn.) ' 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto; designated as local jaw No:. 

me(County)(Clty)(Town)(Vlllage)of! • ' • - ' ' - ' ; 
.on. 20. 

of 20. .of 

• " was duly passed by the 

, ahd w/as (approvad)(not approved) 

.on .20. 

(Name of Legislative Body) \ 

(repassed afterdisapproval) by the : 
(EleoOye etilef ExecuOve Officei') 

Such local law was subrnitted to the people ty reason Qf a (mandatpry)(penni88iyej ref̂  and receiyed the affinnatlye 
vote of a majority of the quallfled electora'votlng thereon at the (g election held oh . _ 

20. , in accprdance with the applicable provisions of law^ L,-

4. (Subject to pemiissive referendum and final adoption Iracause ho.valid petition waa filed requesting referendum.) 
I hereby certily that the local lavir annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20_^ ^ of 

the (County)(Clty)(Tpwn)(Vinage) of ''>; •'' ' ; " ' ; ' [ • '' . • .'' • ' was duly passed by the 

on. .20. 

.on 

,, and was (approved)(not approved) 

• ', 20 Such local 

(Name of Legislative Bodyy _ < 

(repassed after disapproval) by the • ' ' - • • ' • ' 
, . (Elects Ctiief Executive Officer^ 

' law was subject to pemilsslye referendurn ariid no valid petitlon requestlng such referendurn was filed as of. 

20 .In accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer meansorindudes the chief executive ofncer of a coiinty elected on a countyrwide basis or, if there 
be hone, the chairpisrson of the cbunty legislative body, the mayor of a city oi- yillage, ofthe supervlsdf of a towri where such offlciar Is 
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or oidinances. ' , i . • '.'...('-

(Rey. 04̂ 14) 
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8. (City local law conceming Charter ravlalon proposed by petition.) 
I hereby certify that tha local law annexed hereto, designated aa local law Na. of 20 of 
tha City of . having been submitted to rafarendum pursuant to the provtslons.of section (36)(37) of 
the Munidpal Home Rule Law, and having received the affinnativa vote of a majority of tha quallfled eleictora of such city voting 
thereon at tha (8peClal)(general) election .held on _ ^ L_ 20 , became operative. 

6. (County locailaw concerning adoption of Charter.) 
I hereby certify that tha localjaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No.., of 20 of 
tha County af Stata of New York, having been submitted tb the electors at tha General Section of 
November ; 20 • pursuant to subdMslons 5 and 7 of sadian 33 of tha Muriicipal Horna Rule Law, and having 
receh/ad the afllrmathra vote of a majority of tha quallfled electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the 
quallfled electors ofthe towns of said county considered as a unK voting at said general election, became operattva. /•••'.. 

V - . . . • 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption haa been followed, pieaae provide an appropriate certification.) 
I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with tha original on flle In this office and that the same Is a 
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such originai local laŵ  and was flradly adopted In the manner Indicated In 

! Clem of me county legislative body. (^,\j;bwn or Village Cterk or 

(SeaO 

offloar designated by local leglalatlva body 

Datr. 
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