CERTIFIED COPY OF RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE TIOGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE
ADOPTED 4/09/2013

- REFERRED TO: ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION NO. 85-13 OPPOSING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
TO THE ELECTION LAW

WHEREAS: A series of proposed amendments to New York State Election
Law have been infroduced in the Senate and Assembly of the State of
New York; and

WHEREAS: As proposed, said bills will have an even more harmful financial
effect on County Boards of Elections budgets, and will certainly
significantly increase the cost of elections: and

WHEREAS: Bills #A.689/#S5.1461, propose to enact a new Title VI to the
Election Law entitled “Early Voting™: and

WHEREAS: The proposed Early Voting amendment would require voting be
allowed fourteen (14) days before a General Election and seven (7) days
before a Primary Election, at a minimum of five (5) polling places in each
County from 8:00 AM until 7:00 PM each day, including weekends: and

WHEREAS: Boards of Elections would be required to hire Bi-Partisan
Election Inspectors to staff the polling sites; and

WHEREAS: In addition to the fourteen or seven day Early Voting term
prescribed, the amendment also states: “Local Boards of Elections may
purchase additional direct recording electronic machines to be used
solely for early voting...”; and

WHEREAS: Bills #A.172/#5.609, as well as #A.2099/#S.1549 propose nearly
identical amendments to Election Law; to provide for same-day
registration of voters, at the polling place, during the hours that the polling
place is open for voting; and

WHEREAS:  While the procedure to register said prospective voter is
unspecified, it is not unreasonable to infer some type of internet
connection would be required; and

WHEREAS: Internet access for the conduct of an election or voter
registration is not available at Polling Sites in Tioga County; and
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WHEREAS: There already exists a provision for filing an absentee ballot,
which affords an opportunity for an individual to vote when such voter is
not able to appear in person on Election day to cast their ballot; and

WHEREAS:  While the Early Voting amendment does concede to
additional costs incident to its implementation, the same-day registration
proposal contends no fiscal impact, which is a questionable assertion;
and

WHEREAS: None of the proposed amendments to Election Law stipulate
any financial assistance to implement their programs; and

WHEREAS: Compliments of the Federal Help America Vote Act of 2002
(HAVA), the cost of elections in Tioga County has increased over 180%
since 2002; and

WHEREAS: These proposed amendments to State Election Law are again
a case study of unfunded mandates imposed upon local governments:
and

WHEREAS: Given the current climate within which local governments must
operate, it is fruly unfortunate and deceitful that the Legislature of the
State of New York would continue to consider unfunded mandates; and

WHEREAS: The Legislature of Tioga County must voice its strong opposition
to the proposed amendments to Election Law; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That the Legislature of Tioga County be and hereby voices its
strong opposition to the proposed amendments to Election Law, to wit:

#A.689/#S.1461 — An Act to amend the Election Law, in relation to
early voting

#A.172/#5.609 — An Act to amend the Election Law, in relation to
allowing for polling place voter registration for any qualified person who s
not registered to voter

#A.2099/#S.1549 — An Act to amend the Election Law, in relation to
allowing for polling place voter registration for any qualified person who is
not registered to vote; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That the Clerk of the Legislature of Tioga County shall forward
cerfified copies of this Resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo,
Assemblyman Sheldon Silver, Assemblyman Brian Kavanagh, Senator
Thomas W. Libous, Assemblyman Christopher S. Friend, Congressman
Richard L. Hanna, and Congressman Thomas W. Reed, other New York
Counties, the League of Women Voters and the New York State
Association of Counties (NYSAC).

STATE OF NEW YORK)
sS.:
COUNTY OF TIOGA)

This is to certify that I, the undersigned, Clerk of the Tioga County
Legislature, have compared the foregoing copy of the resolution with the
original resolution now on file in the office, and which was passed by the
Legislature of said County on the ninth day of April, 2013, a majority of all
the members elected to the Legislature voting in favor thereof, and that
the same is a correct and true transcript of such original resolution and of
the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and the official
seal of the County Legislature this ninth day of April, 2013.

Clerk of the Tioga County Legislatu¥e )
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