HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
REPORT NO. 13

September 24, 2015

ALL MEMBERS PRESENT.
CHAIR MILLS PRESENT AS EX-OFFICIO MEMBER.

1. RESOLVED, the following item is hereby received and filed:

a. COMM. 13E-18 (2015)
MILLER-WILLIAMS: “Petitions Regarding EC Social Services Daycare Unit”
(6-0)

2. COMM. 17E-17 (2015)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE
WHEREAS, counties across the county/state routinely provide treatment services to the estimated
2 million people with serious mental illnesses booked into jail each year; and

WHEREAS, prevalence rates of serious mental illnesses in jails are three to six times higher than
for the general public; and

WHEREAS, almost three-quarters of adults with serious mental illnesses in jails have co-
occurring substance use disorders; and

WHEREAS, adults with mental illnesses tend to stay longer in jail and upon release are at a
higher risk of recidivism than people without these disorders; and

WHEREAS, the average cost per inmate in the Erie County jail system is $165.00 per day and
county jails spend two to three times more on adults with mental illnesses that require interventions
compared to those without these treatment needs; and

WHEREAS, without the appropriate treatment and services, people with mental illnesses
continue to cycle through the criminal justice system, often resulting in tragic outcomes for these
individuals and their families; and

WHEREAS, the County of Erie, New York and all counties take pride in their responsibility to
protect and enhance the health, welfare and safety of their residents in efficient and cost-effective ways;
and

WHEREAS, the County of Erie, New York has prioritized improvement in the coordination and
delivery of care for mentally ill individuals in contact with the criminal justice system in section 4.11
within the county plan: Initiatives for a Stronger Community; and

WHEREAS, the Erie County Department of Mental Health and the Erie County Department of
Probation have partnered and are collaborating to identify gaps in the criminal justice service systems and
streamline procedures to reduce unnecessary and costly incarcerations; and

WHEREAS, through the longstanding efforts of the Police Mental Health Collaboration Project
of Erie County, vast improvements have been made to first responders efforts in dealing with the mentally
ill in crisis situations and has led to a decrease in the number of arrests and decrease number of injuries
using an evidenced based Crisis Intervention Team Training Model; and

WHEREAS, through the Stepping Up Initiative, the National Association of Counties, the
Council of State Governments Justice Center and the American Psychiatric Foundation are encouraging
public, private and nonprofit partners to reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in jails; and

WHEREAS, in order to begin reducing the number of mentally ill people in jail, the County’s
agencies should:

a) Convene and draw on a diverse team of leaders and decision makers from multiple agencies
committed to safely reducing the number of people with mental illnesses in jails

b) Collect and review prevalence numbers and assess individuals’ needs to better identify adults
entering jails with mental illnesses and their recidivism risk, and use that baseline
information to guide decision making at the system, program and case levels

c) Examine treatment and service capacity to determine which programs and services are
available in the county for people with mental illnesses and co-occurring substance use
disorders and identify state and local policy and funding barriers to minimizing contact with
the justice system and providing treatment and supports in the community

d) Develop a plan with measurable outcomes that draws on the jail assessment and prevalence
data and the examination of available treatment and service capacity, while considering
identified barriers

e) Implement research-based approaches that advance the plan

f) Create a process to track progress using data and information systems and to report on
successes



g) Create a process to track progress using data and information systems and to report on
SUCCESSES.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is authorized to select a representative from the
Department of Mental Health to participate in the Stepping Up Initiative and sign on to the Call to Action
to reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in our county jail, commit to sharing lessons learned
with other counties in New York State and across the country to support this national initiative and
encourage all county officials, employees and residents to participate in the “Stepping Up” initiative; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive’s Office, the
Division of Budget and Management, the County Attorney, the Department of Mental Health and the
Department of Probation.

(6-0)

LYNNE M. DIXON
CHAIR



