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ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE
SPECIAL SESSION

MEETING NO. 5
February 14, 2005

The Legislature was called to order by Chairman Holt.

All Members Present except Legislator Weinstein.

A moment of silence was held.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Ranzenhofer.

Item 1 – No tabled items.

Item 2 – CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that the Rules of the Legislature for 2005 be tabled.

Item 3 – No items for reconsideration from previous meeting.

Item 4 –Minutes of previous meeting were tabled.

Item 5 – No Public Hearings.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Item 6 – MS. MARINELLI presented the following resolution and moved for immediate 
consideration.  MR. RANZENHOFER seconded.  LEGISLATOR WEINSTEIN absent.

CARRIED (14-0).

RESOLUTION NO. 37

February 8, 2004 FINANCE & MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE
REPORT NO. 2

ALL MEMBERS PRESENT.  CHAIRMAN HOLT PRESENT AS EX-OFFICIO MEMBER

AS AMENDED
1. Item Page -2005 (Comm. 4E-23)

BUDGET, MANAGEMENT & FINANCE

WHEREAS, the 2005 Erie County Budget was enacted by the Erie County Legislature on 
December 8, 2004; and
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WHEREAS, the 2005 Erie County Budget, as enacted on December 8, 2004, anticipated an 
increase in the County sales tax by one percent (1%) to nine and one quarter percent (9.25%); and 

WHEREAS, to date, the Erie County Legislature has not approved of an increase in the County 
sales tax, nor has the Legislature approved of increases in other revenues, such as the property tax; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature is expected to meet at a special session on February 3, 2005 to 
approve of a resolution to increase the County sales tax by one percent (1%); and 

WHEREAS, should the Legislature fail to approve of the above-referenced resolution by the 
earlier of the adjournment of its February 3, 2005 session or midnight on February 4, the additional 
one percent (1%) sales tax will not be forthcoming, the 2005 County Budget will be out-of-balance,
and there will be insufficient funds to pay the County's obligations; and 

WHEREAS, Erie County Charter Section 1806 provides that if at any time during the fiscal 
year it appears that the revenues available will be insufficient to meet the amounts appropriated the 
County Executive shall report to the County Legislature without delay the estimated amount of the 
deficit, remedial action taken by him, and his recommendations as to further action and the County 
Legislature shall take such action as it deems necessary to prevent or minimize any deficit; and 

WHEREAS, in anticipation of a budgetary shortfall the County Executive has already taken 
remedial steps to balance the budget including the sending out of layoff notices to County Employees 
on or about January 21, 2005 with the effective date(s) being on or after February 7, 2005; and 

WHEREAS, should the Legislature fail to approve of the above-referenced resolution by the 
earlier of the adjournment of its February 3, 2005 session or midnight on February 4, the County 
Executive desires to take further remedial action in order to prevent a deficit situation from taking 
place by making adjustments and transfers to the 2005 Erie County Budget that will go into effect on 
or after February 7, 2005.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that in order to prevent a deficit situation from taking place, the Division of 
Budget, Management & Finance is hereby authorized to make certain adjustments and transfers to the 
2005 Erie County Budget as set forth in the attached schedule; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the adjustments and transfers as set forth in the attached schedule shall go 
into effect on or after February 7, 2005 subject to Civil Service Law and collective bargaining 
agreements; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to the County 
Executive, County Comptroller, and Director of Budget, Management & Finance. 
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RESOLVED: that authorization is hereby provided to make the following budgetary 
changes, to the 2005 Corrected Adopted and Amended Budget,

Department Job Job Title Positions Annual 1
Month

Savings

Group Deleted Salary Salary
County
Executive

16 Senior Executive Assistant-
CE

(1) 71,796

3 Receptionist (1) 26,579

Budget, Management and 
Finance

14 Management Consultant 
(County Executive)

(1) 67,758 5,647 62,112

16 Senior Management 
Consultant (CE)

(1) 83,356 6,946 76,410

9 Administrative Assistant-
County Executive Budget

(1) 39,672 3,306 36,366

9 Administrative Assistant 
CE (Budget)

(1) 43,279 3,607 39,672

Information and Support 
Services

16 Director of Support 
Services

(1) 83,356 6,946 76,410

16 Deputy Director of Central 
Data Processing

(1) 80,521 6,710 73,811

12 Information Systems 
Specialist

(1) 49,631 4,136 45,495

12 ERP Network Specialist (1) 52,464 4,372 48,092

Purchase
12 Deputy Director - Purchase (1) 50,835 4,236 46,599

Fleet Services
16 Director of Fleet Services (1) 81,316 6,776 74,540

Social Services 20 Executive Director - Office 
of Economic Self-
Sufficiency

(1) 124,284 10,357 113,927

18 First Deputy Commissioner 
of Social Services

(1) 103,642 8,637 95,005

14 School District Liaison -
Social Services

(1) 71,186 5,932 65,254
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Department Job Job Title Positions Annual 1
Month

Savings

Group Deleted Salary Salary
17 Director of Contract 

Compliance
(1) 60,757 5,063 55,694

17 Director of Contract 
Compliance

(1) 63,467 5,289 58,178

14 Assistant Director of 
Contract Compliance

(1) 60,757 5,063 55,694

7 Secretary Executive 
Director Off Self Suff

(1) 38,522 3,210 35,312

11 Social Services Contract 
Liaison

(1) 55,536 4,628 50,908

12 Operations Manager -
HEAP (DSS) 55A

(1) 52,464 4,372 48,092

Public Works Buildings & 
Grounds

14 Assistant Deputy 
Commissioner - Public 
Works

(1) 62,112

14 Chief of Custodial Services 
- Buildings

(1) 67,758 5,647 62,112

7 Secretary to Commissioner 
of Public Works

(1) 31,949 2,662 29,287

6 Head Janitor (1) 31,138 2,595 28,543
10 Supervisor of Asbestos 

Abatement
(1) 45,406 3,784 41,622

Health Division
9 Administrative Consultant -

County Executive
(1) 39,158 3,263 35,895

10 Executive Assistant -
Health 55A

(1) 44,223 3,685 40,538

14 Executive Assistant (1) 67,758 5,647 62,112
12 Community Coalition 

Coordinator
(1) 55,280 4,607 50,673

Health - Persons with 
Special Needs

8 Secretary Executive Dir Off 
for Disabled

(1) 38,128 3,177 34,951

Law
19 First Assistant County 

Attorney
(1) 105,855 8,821 97,034
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Department Job Job Title Positions Annual 1
Month

Savings

Group Deleted Salary Salary
13 Executive Administrative 

Secretary - Law
(1) 60,547 5,046 55,501

3 Receptionist (1) 28,995 2,416 26,579

Personnel
10 Secretary Commissioner of 

Personnel
(1) 46,592 3,883 42,709

15 Principal Executive 
Assistant - Personnel

(1) 73,457 6,121 67,336

Environment and 
Planning

9 Secretary Commissioner of 
Environment and Planning

(1) 48,240 4,020 44,220

17 Deputy Commissioner of 
Plan and Econ Dev

(1) 88,801 7,400 81,401

9 Assistant Coordinator Solid 
Waste Recycling

(1) 41,140 3,428 37,712

East Side 
Transfer Station

13 Coordinator - Office of 
Solid Waste

(1) 62,067 5,172 56,895

Parks, Rec & 
Forestry - Parks

15 Deputy Commissioner of 
Parks

(1) 73,112 6,093 67,019

13 Parks Master Plan 
Coordinator

(1) 68,274 5,690 62,585

Parks, Rec & Forestry -
Recreation

15 Deputy Commissioner of 
Recreation

(1) 73,112 6,093 67,019

Parks, Rec & Forestry -
Forestry

12 County Forester (1) 55,305 4,609 50,696

Central Police 
Services

13 Grant Monitoring Specialist 
- HS

(1) 63,611 5,301 58,310
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Department Job Job Title Positions Annual 1
Month

Savings

Group Deleted Salary Salary
16 Director of Information 

Services
(1) 87,754 7,313 80,441

12 Information Systems 
Specialist

(2) 107,736 8,978 98,758

Stop-DWI
10 Public Relations 

Coordinator
(1) 48,949 4,079 44,870

10 Training Coordinator - Stop 
DWI

(1) 46,580 3,882 42,698

(50) 2,785,571

(4-2) Legislators Marinelli and Marshall in the negative.  Chairman Holt present as Ex-Officio
Member.

DEMONE SMITH
CHAIRMAN

MS. MARINELLI moved to amend the resolution.  MR. RANZENHOFER seconded.
LEGISLATORS CHASE, SWANICK, DEBENEDETTI & HOLT in the negative.

CARRIED (10-4).
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MS. MARINELLI moved to approve the item as amended. MR. KUWIK seconded. 

CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that a roll call vote be taken.

AYES: CUSACK, MARSHALL, RANZENHOFER, DUSZA, KENNEDY, KUWIK, 
MARINELLI, SMITH, & WROBLEWSKI. NOES: CHASE, McCARVILLE, SWANICK, 
DeBENEDETTI, & HOLT. (AYES: 9, NOES: 5).

CARRIED.

MS. MARINELLI moved to recess (2/14/05 @ 8:05 pm). MR. KUWIK seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

LEGISLATURE RECESSED.

MS. MARINELLI moved to reconvene (2/14/05 @ 9:00 pm). MR. DEBENEDETTI 
seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

All Members Present.

Item 7 – MS. MARINELLI moved for reconsideration of FINANCE & MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 2. MR. RANZENHOFER seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MS. MARINELLI moved to approve the item as amended. MR. RANZEHNOFER 
seconded.

CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that a roll call vote be taken.

AYES: CUSACK, MARSHALL, RANZENHOFER, WEINSTEIN, DUSZA, KENNEDY, 
KUWIK, MARINELLI, & WROBLEWSKI. NOES: CHASE, McCARVILLE, SWANICK, 
DeBENEDETTI, HOLT, & SMITH. (AYES: 9, NOES: 6).

CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS

FROM LEGISLATOR HOLT

Item 8 – (Comm. 5E-1) – Calling Special Session.

RECEIVED, FILED & PRINTED.
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February 11, 2005

Kevin M. Kelley, Clerk
Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street, 4th Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

Dear Mr. Kelley:

Pursuant to Rule 2.02 of the RULES OF ORDER of the Erie County Legislature, you are hereby 
directed to call a Special Meeting of the Erie County Legislature to be held on MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 14, 2005 at 5:00 O'CLOCK in the afternoon of that day in the Erie County Legislature 
Chambers on the 4th floor of old County Hall, 92 Franklin Street, in the City of Buffalo, New York.

This session will consider three items: Comm. 4E-23 (as amended) regarding the 2005 Erie County 
Budget, the County Executive's proposed 7/8th % sales tax package, and a Home Rule Message to 
the New York State legislature concerning a sales tax.

Please notify legislators, the administration and the public of this meeting. Thank you for your 
assistance.

Sincerely,

GEORGE A. HOLT, JR.
Chairman
Erie County Legislature

FROM THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Item 9 –MS. MARINELLI presented the following resolution and moved for immediate 
consideration.  MR. KUWIK seconded.  LEGISLATORS CUSACK, MARSHALL & 
RANZENHOFER in the negative.

CARRIED (12-3).

(Comm. 5E-2 (B)) – Memorializing Resolution for Erie County’s Imposition of an 
Additional Three-Quarters of 1% Sales Tax.

WHEREAS, in 1985 the County of Erie began imposing sales and compensating use taxes at 
a rate that is 1 % above the 3% sales tax rate otherwise authorized for all New York cities and 
counties, said additional 1 % sales tax rate having been authorized and imposed to avert a financial 
crisis for Erie County in that year, and
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WHEREAS, since 1988, annual extensions of that additional 1 % sales tax rate have been 
authorized by the NYS Legislature, and annually implemented by the Erie County Legislature, in 
order to preserve and maintain the financial stability of Erie County government, and

WHEREAS, Erie County now directly faces a new financial crisis, due to the unchecked 
increase in Erie County's state-mandated share of Medicaid costs and the looming exhaustion of Erie 
County's reserve fund balances, and

WHEREAS, as a consequence, in order for Erie County to both pay its Medicaid share and 
continue to provide full county services, Erie County requires that the New York State Legislature 
enact special taxing legislation authorizing Erie County to impose sales and compensating use taxes 
at an additional three-quarters of 1 % rate during the nine (9) period beginning March 1, 2005 and 
ending November 30, 2005, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the County Attorney be and hereby is directed to prepare appropriate State 
Bills, for introduction in and enactment by the New York State Legislature, whereby the County of 
Erie would be authorized, during the nine (9) month period from March 1,2005 to November
30,2005, to impose sales and compensating use taxes at an additional three-quarters of 1% rate, and 
be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be immediately transmitted to the 
Honorable Paul A. Tokasz of the NYS Assembly and the Honorable Dale M. Volker of the NYS 
Senate.

MS. MARINELLI moved to amend the resolution.  MR. KUWIK seconded.

CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that a roll call vote be taken.

AYES: DUSZA, KENNEDY, KUWIK, MARINELLI, SMITH, & WROBLEWSKI. NOES: 
CHASE, CUSACK, MARSHALL, McCARVILLE, RANZENHOFER, SWANICK, WEINSTEIN, 
DeBENEDETTI, & HOLT. (AYES 6, NOES 9).

FAILED.

MS. MARINELLI moved to recess (2/14/05 @ 9:00 pm). MR. KUWIK seconded.

CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that a roll call vote be taken.

AYES: CUSACK, MARSHALL, McCARVILLE, RANZENHOFER, WEINSTEIN, 
DUSZA, HOLT, KENNEDY, KUWIK, MARINELLI, SMITH, & WROBLEWSKI. NOES: 
CHASE, SWANICK, & DeBENEDETTI. (AYES:12, NOES 3)

CARRIED.

MR. KUWIK moved to recess until 10:00 am on 2/15/05. MS. MARINELLI seconded.
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CHAIRMAN HOLT directed that a roll call vote be taken.

AYES: CUSACK, MARSHALL, RANZENHOFER, WEINSTEIN, DUSZA, HOLT, 
KENNEDY, KUWIK, MARINELLI, SMITH, & WROBLEWSKI. NOES: CHASE, 
McCARVILLE, SWANICK, & DeBENEDETTI. (AYES:11, NOES 4)

LEGISLATURE RECESSED.

MS. MARINELLI moved to reconvene (3/15 @ 1:30 pm). MR. DEBENEDETTI seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

All members present.

MS. MARINELLI moved to receive and file the resolution.  MR. WROBLEWSKI seconded.
LEGISLATORS MARSHALL, DEBENEDETTI & HOLT in the negative.

CARRIED.

Item 10 – (Comm. 5E-2 (A)) – Home Rule Requests Resolutions – Additional Three-
Quarters of 1% Sales Tax.

Received and filed. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENTS

FROM CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE

Item 11 – (Comm. 5D-1) – Special Meeting Notice.

RECEIVED, FILED & PRINTED.

February 11, 2005

To: All Erie County Legislators 
From: Kevin M. Kelley, Clerk of the Legislature
Subject: SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Rule 2.02 of the RULES OF ORDER of the Erie County
Legislature and under the direction of Chairman George A. Holt, Jr., there will be a SPECIAL 
MEETING of the Erie County Legislature onMONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2005 at 5:00 O'CLOCK 
in the afternoon of that day in the Erie County Legislature Chambers on the 4th floor of old County 
Hall, 92 Franklin Street, in the City of Buffalo, New York.
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This session will consider three items: Comm. 4E-23 (as amended) regarding the 2005 Erie County 
Budget, the County Executive's proposed 7/Sth % sales taxpackage, and a Home Rule Message to 
the New York State Legislature concerning a sales tax.

Thank you.

ATTACHMENT -Chairman Holt's Letter

FROM BUDGET, MANAGEMENT, & FINANCE

Item 12 – (Comm. 5D-2) – 2005 Adopted Budget Adjustments.

Received and filed. 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS

None.

ADJOURNMENT

Item 13 – At this time, there being no further business to transact, the Chairman announced 
that the Chair would entertain a Motion to Adjourn.

MS. MARINELLI moved that the Legislature adjourn until 2 p.m. Thursday, February 17,
2005. MR. SWANICK seconded.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

The Chairman declared the Legislature adjourned until Thursday, February 17, 2005 at 
2 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

KEVIN M. KELLEY
CLERK


