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September 20, 2016

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

As an elected representative in the Erie County Legislature [ am writing vou on behalf of my
constituents and all residents of Erie County to request your assistance in the widening of NYS
Route 78, which has become a vital thoroughfare for our county and is in desperate need of
updating to protect the safety of travelers and area residents and to ease the congestion for
hundreds of local businesses.

NYS Route 78 (Transit Road) is a major vehicle corridor here in Erie County with tens of
thousands of Western New Yorkers utilizing it for their daily commute and millions of dollars of
commerce relying on it to move goods across the county. Currently all of our local governments
are working together in petitioning NYSDOT Region 5 to improve the flow of traffic and
increase pedestrian safety along Transit Road. NY'S Route 78 has seen marked increases in use
over the past decade and the current design is no longer adequate for the residents and businesses
that rely on it. While increased car counts indicate economic progress the traffic causes delays
and limits access to emergency vehicles. Further, the design of the roadway hampers snow
removal and is a danger to pedestrians and motorists alike

One of NYSDOT Region 5 capital projects slated for this coming year in this project is the
demolition and removal of an abandoned CSX railroad bridge and pavement and drainage
structures improvements totaling $2.55 million dollars, while we all agree that this work needs to
be done at some point this project doesn’t address the major concerns of our constituents, first
responders and businesses in the area.

In reviewing NYSDOT Region 5 program manager’s report the total cost of doing all phases of
this project including widening Transit Road from Gould Ave. to Walden Avenue is estimated at
$50 Million dollars. This project was slated 20 years ago for completion but, due to budgetary
constraints at that time, the decision was made to forego this project in favor of other projects in
the region, which has pushed even more congestion on to this stretch of NYS Route 78.

The currents estimated costs consist of the following:
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1) Widening the intersection of Walden Avenue and Transit Road requires the relocation
and replacement of active CSX railroad bridges with estimated costs of $20 to $25
million dollars;

2} Widening of Transit Road past the Walden and Transit intersection, which requires the
replacement of an active Norfolk Southern bridge estimated to cost an additional $14 to
$16 million;

3) Demolition and removal of an abandoned CSX railroad bridge and pavement and
drainage structures improvements totaling $2.55 million dollars; and

4) Widening of Transit Road from Walden Avenue to French Road estimated costs of 9
million dollars.

Because the NYSDOT Region 5 Budget is roughly $100 million dollars it is obvious the Region
cannot afford to allocate half of its operating budget to this project. However, this gridlock is a
situation that cannot continue. I ask that you help by considering a special budgetary request to
address these safety concerns and improve this heavily congested section of Transit Road to
protect residents and improve peak-traffic commutes and ease access to area businesses.

Your office has already received a resolution from the Town Boards of both Cheektowaga and
Lancaster requesting assistance and funding from NYSDOT and Empire State Development for
the much needed infrastructure improvements discussed in this letter. Please do not delay any
longer the residents of both municipalities deserve our assistance.

ﬂn&erely,

1‘[ad B. Morton

Erie County Legislature

CC: Marc Shuttleworth
5600 Transit Road
Depew, NY 14043

Hon. Patrick Gallivan
2721 Transit Road, Suite 116
Elma,NY 14059

Hon. Timothy M. Kennedy
2239 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

Hon. Angela M. Wozniak
2562 Walden Avenue — Suite 102
Cheektowaga, NY 14225



