TAXES TAXES TAXES

The bi-weekly forum dedicated to helping you better understand your government

This week’s question: “What qualifies our Assessor to value our properties”?

As we head into the upcoming revaluation project, we felt it was important that the residents of
Newstead/Akron have some confidence in the ability of the Assessor. The New York State Office of Real
Property Tax Services (ORPS) dictates the eligibility requirements for Assessors. In order for someone to be
considered for the position they must satisfy the following minimum qualification standards: 1. graduation
from high school or GED, and one year of satisfactory full-time paid experience described in Section 188-
2.2(a)(1)(ii) of the NYS Assessors Manual, OR
2. graduation from an accredited two year or four year college and six months of satisfactory full-time paid
experience described in NYS Assessors Association manual Section 188-2.2(a)(1)(ii), which means working
directly with assessments.

A newly appointed Assessor has three years from the date of appointment to become fully certified by
New York State. That certification involves attending 7 one-week courses and successfully completing all
components and passing all prescribed examinations. Once the Assessor has been certified, they are required to
successfully complete an average of 24 hours of continuing education credits every year. The Assessor for the
Town of Newstead has met these requirements in the following ways:

*Assessor for the Town of Newstead from 2005-present

*Assessor Clerk for the Town of Newstead from 1997-2005

*Earned an Associates Degree in Electronic Systems from the United States Air Force Community College

*Volunteered Newstead to be a Beta site for the new windows software, allowing Newstead to have

direct input into the final software version

*Assisted in two revaluation projects prior to her appointment in 2005

*To date, has taken 42 courses approved by ORPS

Articles are archived on our website www.erie.qov/newstead. Please submit questions to aac@townofnewstead.com
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