8-11-2016 – AUGUST REGULAR MEETING
Present: 
Councilman Cheryl L. Earl 
Councilman Leonard R. Hochadel 
Councilman Douglas J. Morrell 

Councilman Mandy Quinn-Stojek

Supervisor Beverly A. Gambino

Also Present:

Highway Superintendent Donald Hopkins

Town Clerk Betsy A. Marsh

Approx.  11 guests

Supervisor Gambino called the Regular meeting to order at 6:30 PM, with the Pledge to the Flag, led by Veteran Jim Wiedemann, and a brief moment of silence.  
The Supervisor stated that the first item on the agenda was the approval of last month’s minutes.  The Town Clerk has submitted the minutes of the July 14, 2016 Regular Board Meeting, the August 4, 2016 Public Hearings for Special Use Permits, and the August 4, 2016 Work Session.  On a motion by Hochadel, seconded by Morrell, those minutes were approved as submitted.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Supervisor Gambino stated that the next item is for payment of the bills. On a motion by Quinn, seconded by Morrell, Warrant #8 of 2016, including vouchers #411 through #471, totaling $36,002.14, of which $18,315.77 was General Fund, $15,072.68 was Highway Fund, $887.14 was Lighting District Fund, and $1,726.55 was Fire District Fund, was approved for payment.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Departmental Reports:

Supervisor Gambino stated she and Board members have received a letter of resigning the position of Affirmative Action Officer for the Town, from Town Clerk Betsy Marsh.  The letter also requests that her Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Bray, be appointed to that position.  The Clerk explained that this unpaid position requires attendance at a training session every three years, and she would like to retire at the end of this year, thereby making it necessary for her to take the training this year, and then for Ms. Bray to take the training again next year.  She explained that the Affirmative Action Officer does not have to be the Town Clerk, that it can be anyone appointed by the Town Board.  On a motion by Gambino, seconded by Hochadel, Jennifer Bray was appointed as Affirmative Action Officer for the Town of Sardinia, effective immediately.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
The Supervisor also stated that Chatfield Engineers has contacted her and a heating engineer has been scheduled to come here sometime next week and look at the boilers.  She stated she will contact Board members when a specific day and time has been decided.  She also informed that the prisoners from Alden Correctional Facility were out and painted the split rail fence at Veterans Park, and will be back out to paint the timber playground and remove the vegetation from the chain link fence at this building.  She informed that she will be meeting with Assemblyman DiPietro and Senator Gallivan and others concerning possible safety upgrades to the Genesee Rd. and Rt. 16 intersection after two serious accidents and all too frequent more minor accidents at that intersection.   The matter was discussed, and the Board then passed the following resolution, to be known as Resolution #27 of 2016, which was moved for adoption on a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel:
RESOLUTION #27 – 2016
REQUEST FOR LOWERED SPEED LIMIT ON GENESEE RD. AND SAFETY UPGRADES 

FOR Rt. 16/GENESEE RD. INTERSECTION

WHEREAS, there have been numerous serious accidents at the intersection of Genesee Rd. and State Rt. 16 in

              the Town of Sardinia; and                                           

WHEREAS, Rt. 16 is a State Highway and Genesee Rd. is and Erie County Highway; and

WHEREAS, the Sardinia Town Board would like to see actions taken to make safety upgrades to this 

              dangerous intersection to protect its Citizens and all of the public that travels through this intersection, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Sardinia Town Board hereby requests a reduction in the speed limit on  

             Genesee Road to 35 m.p.h. from Savage Road, east to the Wyoming County line, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sardinia Town Board calls upon the NYS DOT and the Erie County Highway

              Department Officials to review this intersection to try and find a way to alleviate the danger of more

              serious, possibly fatal, accidents in the future.

Upon roll call vote, Earl, aye, Hochadel, aye, Morrell, aye, Quinn, aye, Gambino, aye.  So Resolved.
Councilman Earl stated that she would like a speed limit on Domes Rd. She also stated that she has spoken to Nancy Pugh who has verified the date for the rabies clinic.
Councilman Hochadel reported that there will be a National Preparedness Public Information Forum, hosted by the Erie County Local Emergency Planning Committee, on September 14, 2016, at the Emergency Services Training and Operations Center Auditorium in Cheektowaga.  Mr. Hochadel handed out fliers for the event.  Concerning the Music in the Park, he reported that last week was the Gene Hilts and the Rustic Ramblers Band, and approximately 200 people were in attendance, and last night, it was Dick O’Dell and 23 Skidoo, with approximately 50 people in attendance.  He stated that next week is the last week and the entertainment will be the Rose Wagner and Ken Spencer Band.  Mr. Hochadel congratulated the Chaffee-Sardinia Great Bambinos Little League, A level, B level, and D level teams, who won their Championship games on July 23rd.  He also thanked the Fire Company for their hard work and extensive time spent at the serious accident at the Genesee Rd. and Rt. 16 intersection on August 6th.   He also stated that he has been calling the County Highway Dept. and Legislator Mills’ office for weeks, and they have now fixed the collapsed culvert on Middle Rd. 
Councilman Quinn reported on Youth Board activity.  She stated that the diving board at the pool is broken, and the Highway Superintendent is looking at prices for a replacement.  She stated that Pool Director Danielle Scott is working on an update to the Pool Emergency.  Ms. Quinn also reported that the end of the recreation program picnic will be held tomorrow, and the pool is set to close on September 5th but that date will be determined by the weather.  She reported that 50 people attended the Fantasy Island Field trip, 38 attended the Buffalo Bison’s’ game, and 15 people signed up for the Water Zumba program.  Councilman Quinn stated that the Youth Board is looking into setting up a Youth Assist Program for the Youth in Town to help out Senior Citizens where needed, including carrying in groceries, yard work, etc.   
Councilman Morrell stated that the Senior Citizens trip coordinator Sandy Fliss will be taking signups again on August 17th for the September 24th train ride in Pennsylvania, and stated there is still room, the cost is $89.00 per person, if they can get 40 people to go, and $99.00 if there are less than 40 attendees.  Mr. Morrell stated that the free rabies clinic for residents is set up for October 15th from 9 AM until noon at the Highway Garage, and the Flu clinic is set up for October 14th from 9 AM until 1 PM at the Town Hall, and vendors are welcome for the flu clinic. He stated these events will be advertised, and asked if they should be placed in the Pennysavers or the Herald and Journal.  It was noted that the Pennysavers are no longer being published, and that it should be placed in the 2 local papers. 
Highway Superintendent Don Hopkins stated that he has notified the Town Board by letter that July 28, 2016 was Deputy Highway Superintendent Robert Hutchinson’s last day with the Highway Department and he has appointed Mark Bray to the Deputy Highway Superintendent position.  Mr. Hopkins reported that the diving board at the pool is broken and he has called the manufacturer, who stated you must purchase the board through their distributors.  He stated he has called several of them, but only 2 have gotten back to him.  He stated the prices he has so far are $1,957.00 and $2,130.00 for the 12’ board.  The manufacturer also informed him that there should be a pad under the board, and that is an additional $50.00.  Mr. Hopkins stated that the broken diving board was 10 years old.  The Supervisor stated that money can be put in the 2017 Town Budget for the new board, since the pool season is almost over.  The Highway Superintendent then told the Board of several repairs that have been necessary for the 2006 International truck, stating that the repairs have totaled over $11,000.00 in the last year.   He informed the Board that within the next couple of years, we will need to replace that truck, but a new truck would cost in the vicinity of $200,000.00, so for now, it is much cheaper to make repairs.  Mr. Hopkins stated that next month he will be introducing another new-hire, Jeremiah Hansen.  He also stated that they have been doing a lot of blacktopping and used millings and binder on Wagner Rd., which was the last dirt road in Sardinia, and is now paved.  The Highway Superintendent stated that the NYS DOT has sent him an inventory of Town roads, and according to global imaging, the Erie County portion of Chaffee-Curriers Rd. actually extends about 500’ past Miller Avenue, and they could not find Cross Rd., which is actually the Sardinia end of what is Geer Rd.,  in Wyoming County.   He stated that the DOT also left out Barrier Rd. and Olin Rd. Spur, therefore the Town Board needs to vote to include those roads or portions of roads in the Town road inventory.  Therefore, on a motion by Gambino, seconded by Hochadel, the Sardinia Town Board verifies that Barrier Rd. and Olin Rd. Spur are Town roads and should be included in the Town of Sardinia Highway inventory.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes. Lastly, Mr. Hopkins stated he had received a letter regarding the Town’s Federal FCC license for the 2-way radios.  He then read the letter, which stated that there is a $124.00 fee for any change to your service, and he read the long list of changes that would pertain.  The letter claims that there is up to an $8,000.00 fine if these changes are made without paying the fee.  Disaster Coordinator Gerry Whittington stated that he thinks the letter is a scam, and asked for a copy of the letter so that he can have it checked it out further. 
Supervisor Gambino noted the presence of Karl Simeth, representing Assemblyman DiPietro’s office, and asked if he would like to comment on anything.  Mr. Simeth stated he felt the Town Board had a good handle on everything.
There were no Public Comments.
The Supervisor stated that the Town has received a request for consideration of financial support for the Holland Boys and Girls Club.  She stated that their letter states that they 425 youth annually who attend, and 53 who are from the Town of Sardinia. The letter stated that they have always had Club members that were from Sardinia who attended Holland School, but are now starting to serve members from Pioneer School.  The Supervisor had asked for Board input at the last meeting, and Councilman Morrell suggested that the matter be tabled until the Board can discuss the matter more. Supervisor Gambino asked if the Board members had decided on the matter.  She stated that she, herself, feels that the State Comptroller’s office would consider it a gift, which is not allowed, and would rather see the money stay in Town for our own recreations programs.  Councilman Morrell stated he felt the Board would be opening up a new can of worms, and they would want the money every year.  Councilman Quinn stated she felt that the Town should give them a small amount, and made a motion to give the Holland Boys and Girls $400.00.  The motion was seconded by Hochadel, and the vote was as follows:  Earl, no, Hochadel, aye, Morrell, no, Quinn, aye, Gambino, no.   Motion defeated, 3 noes, 2 ayes.
Supervisor Gambino stated that Rod Franz from Chaffee has contacted and will be putting his property next to Manion Park up for sale, and wanted to offer the Town all or a portion of the property.  The Supervisor stated that the property includes a house and other buildings, and the portion that butts up to Manion Park is approximately 1.25 acres, without the buildings, and Mr. Franz stated that the purchase price would be $25,000.00 for the 1.25 acre piece.  The Board was not interested at that price.
There being no further business to come before the Board, on a motion by Earl, seconded by Morrell, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Respectfully Submitted, 

            






Town Clerk

