  9-10-2015 – REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Present:

Councilman Cheryl L. Earl 
Councilman Leonard R. Hochadel

Councilman David L. Montgomery
Councilman Douglas J. Morrell
Supervisor Beverly A. Gambino
Also Present:

Attorney for the Town David DiMatteo 

Highway Superintendent Donald Hopkins

Town Clerk Betsy A. Marsh

Approx. 10 guests, including County Legislator John Mills, & Karl Simeth, representing Assemblyman David DiPietro.                                                 
The Sardinia Town Board held its Regular Town Board meeting for September on September 10, 2015 at the Sardinia Town Hall/Community Center.  Supervisor Gambino called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the Pledge to the Flag, led by Veteran Jim Wiedemann, followed by a moment of silence.

Supervisor Gambino stated that there were 3 sets of minutes to approve this month, one for the August 13, 2015 Public Hearing to reinstate the Special Use Permit for Reliable Auto; the minutes of the August 13, 2015 Regular Board meeting; and the minutes the Special/Emergency meeting, held on August 26, 2015, to award the bid for the Town Hall roof project, which was awarded to Weaver Roofing, and to award the bid for the 1 ton pickup cab & chassis, which was awarded to West Herr Dodge.  On a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel, those minutes were approved as submitted by the Clerk.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Warrant #9 of 2015, including vouchers #1268 through #1331, totaling $133,594.55, of which the General Fund was $28,330.06;  the Highway Fund was $102,019.62;  the Fire District Fund was $2,267.76;  and the Lighting District Fund was $977.11, was approved for payment on a motion by Hochadel, seconded by Morrell, and carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.

Supervisor Gambino then introduced Erie County Legislator John Mills, and Karl Simeth, representing Assemblyman David DiPietro.  Mr. Mills addressed the Board and the audience, stating he likes to make regular visits to the Towns in his district to keep them updated on what’s going on in County government.  He gave several informative pamphlets to the Clerk as handouts for her office, and stated that the Legislature is currently holding mid-budget hearings, and are adding over $300,000.00 for infrastructure repairs and upgrades.  He also noted that there is a new engineer in the County Highway Dept., Concord Division, Joe Dolan from Grand Island, replacing former engineer Phil Drozd.  Mr. Mills stated he is very happy with Mr. Dolan, and encouraged anyone who has a question or concern in that Division, to contact Mr. Dolan.   Mr. Simeth stated that if anyone has any concerns about the State level of government to please contact Assemblyman DiPietro’s office at (716) 655-0951.  Both men were thanked by Board members for their attendance.
Departmental Reports:
Councilman Morrell stated that the contract for the roof project is out, and the work is scheduled to begin the third week in September.  He stated that the bid was awarded to Weaver Metal and Roofing in the amount of $184,108.65, but will be a little less because there was no asbestos found.  Mr. Morrell also informed that he and Supervisor Gambino met with Fire Company representatives concerning the Fire contract negotiations.  Attorney DiMatteo suggested that the Board hold an Executive Session at the end of the meeting on the Fire Contract, and possibly set up a Public Hearing on the contract at the October meeting.  
Councilman Montgomery reported he has set up the free rabies clinic for Town residents for Saturday, October 24, 2015, from 9 AM until noon at the Highway Garage.  He stated that Dr. Nancy Pugh has agreed to give the vaccinations again.  He stated that the Free Flu Clinic is scheduled for October 30, 2015, from 9 AM until 1 PM, and there will be a lunch provided by Waste Management.  Mr. Montgomery asked the board if they would like him to handle the advertisement, and on a motion by Gambino, seconded by Earl, Councilman Montgomery was authorized to advertise both vaccination clinics.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Councilman Earl stated that she and Supervisor Gambino met with Rural Metro Ambulance Service and the Mercy Ambulance Service to get an idea of contract costs.  She stated they found that Rural Metro is a for-profit service, and Mercy is not-for-profit.  Mercy needs to get a Certificate of Need, which Rural Metro currently has.  She stated that the Town is currently covered by Rural Metro for Mutual Aid, so the responders are our Fire Company first, then Rural Metro.  She stated that the Certificate of Need hinges on what Springville Hospital decides.  There was discuss about the fact that Springville Fire Company and the Village of Springville are not happy with the response from Rural Metro, which is only at 31%, even though they contract with the company.  Legislator Mills stated that he had spoken to the Springville Fire Chief, Denny Dains, who informed that there will be a meeting on September 23 on the subject, and suggested that the Town stay in touch with Mr. Dains.  The Supervisor stated she will give him a call.   Councilman Earl then stated she has provided a draft copy of a possible rental agreement for the Park shelters and the Town Hall gym, for consideration of the Board.  The contract was discussed, and the Town Clerk, who currently handles Park shelter reservations, stated that the Town has taken in nearly $4,000.00 in shelter reservation revenue this year, and foresees that amount dropping significantly if the proposed agreement is adopted, which would require, among other things, a certificate of insurance.    She stated such an agreement is not required for County or State Parks, and feels those who normally reserve shelters will either go elsewhere, or use the shelters without reserving.  She also stated she feels it would be unenforceable without a park Ranger or someone on duty at the Parks at all times. It was suggested by the Supervisor that a committee be formed to review the proposal, to include the Clerk and the Park Caretaker. 
Councilman Hochadel reported that he had attended the Springville Control Center meeting for August.  He also reported that the concerts at the Park are ever, with 100 to 150 people attending each concert and stated he was urged by several residents to continue the concerts next year.  He also stated that he has spoken to Tom Lewis of Waste Management, and was informed that they will be holding another Household Hazardous Waste drop-off day on Saturday, September 26th from 8 AM until noon, for Town residents only.  Mr. Hochadel reminded that the Sardinia Historical Society will be holding a Souper Social and mum sale on Friday, September 11th from 4:30 PM until 7:30 PM, with music from 6 PM until 7:30 PM by the Mercantile Musicians, and urged everyone to attend and support the Historical Society.  
Highway Superintendent Hopkins stated that the Town road work is now done for the season, and he and his crew are currently cleaning out culverts on Hand Rd.  He stated that now that the Domes Rd. project is finished, he has received a request to lower the speed limit on the road to 40 mph because not that the road has been fixed, the traffic speeds down the road.  After brief discussion, on a motion by Earl, seconded by Montgomery, the Town Board authorized the lowering of the speed limit on Domes Rd., a Town road, to 40 mph.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.   Mr. Hopkins recommended that the Town submit the request to County Highway for their approval.  The Town Clerk stated that she received a request for a speed limit reduction on Miller Ave., a County Rd., from 55 mph to 40 mph. for the opposite reason, because the road is so bad.  She stated she told the person to write a letter to the Town to pass along to the County.  Mr. Hopkins stated that Miller Ave. and Curriers Rd. have not been patched and are getting dangerous, and stated that the Town plows those roads, and stated this winter, with the two roads in the shape that they are, will do a number on his trucks.  Legislator Mills stated he will take that information back to the County.   Mr. Hopkins stated that the pool is now closed up, and he has contacted Mr. Fisher from Leisure Craft to do the necessary pool pump work this coming week, and an electrical inspection and Health Dept. inspection will then be needed.  He stated that the demolition of the Rupert house on Schutt Rd. is scheduled to start on Friday and will hopefully be torn down and gone by next week.  Mr. Hopkins stated he now has 3 quotes for the resurfacing of the tennis courts, and the quotes are $17,000.00, $23,352.00, and $28,000.00.  The Supervisor stated the money can be put in the 2016 Town Budget, and the work possibly done next spring.  Mr. Hopkins stated that if the Board wants to have Shelter #4 at the Genesee Rd. Park re-shingled, plywood will have to be put up first.  He stated he will get a price, but it will be more than anticipated because of the plywood.  It was discussed, and the Board felt that they should do Shelter #4 now, and the 2 shelters at Manion Park in the spring.  On a motion by Earl, seconded by Morrell, the Board directed the Highway Superintendent to repair and re-shingling the roof on Shelter #4 at Veterans Park by the October meeting, and to defer the shingling of the 2 Manion Park shelters until spring 2016.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.  Mr. Hopkins reported that Auctions International auctions are now closed, and the items he listed on the site have final bids, as follows:

Bike rack




$57.50


Briggs & Stratton motor



$116.00


Lift jack





$435.00


Flail mower




$750.00

On a motion by Hochadel, seconded by Earl, the Board agreed to accept the bids for the sale of those items on Auctions International.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes. 
Supervisor Gambino reported that, concerning the Eagle Scout project to erect house numbering signs, they are currently waiting for the posts, and Disaster Coordinator Gerry Whittington reports that there are less than 6 people who don’t want the signs.  She also reported that the Town has received the Buildings Conditions Survey from Chatfield Engineers, and stated that the roof will be done first, and then she would like to do the brick work and window replacements next, and would like to put the money in the 2016 budget, in the estimated amount of $200,000.00.  Supervisor Gambino also stated that today, she received 2 letters of request to use the Town Hall, both from the Girl Scouts.  The first is for the use of the gym on October 25th for their Halloween party.  She stated that the Town has also received a Certificate of Insurance from the Scouts.  On a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel, the Board gave the Girl Scouts permission to use the Town Hall gym on October 25th, 2015, for their Halloween Party.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.  The Supervisor stated that the second request if for the use of the Town Hall cafeteria on September 24th, 2015, for training sessions on their Silver Award, the second highest award a Girl Scout can earn.  On a motion by Earl, seconded by Montgomery, the Girls Scouts were given permission to use the Town Hall cafeteria on September 24th, 2015, for those training sessions.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.   Councilman Earl asked if the Kiwanis has asked for the use of the gym for their annual Halloween party, and was informed that they have not yet asked.
Supervisor Gambino stated that the next item on the agenda is a resolution to approve the annual software contract for the Town Clerk’s Town Clerk Plus software program.  The following resolution, to be known as Resolution #30 of 2015, was then moved for adoption on a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel:

RESOLUTION #30-2015
APPROVAL OF ANNUAL SOFTWARE CONTRACT

WHEREAS, the Sardinia Town Board has previously approved the purchase of the Williamson Law Book software for Town Clerk Plus, and
WHEREAS, an annual contract must be approved for support for these software programs, and WHEREAS, the cost of Town Clerk Plus software program for one year is $665.50 and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sardinia Town Board hereby approves the payment of $665.50 to William Law Book Company for the software support for one year on Town Clerk Plus
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sardinia Town Board approves Supervisor Beverly Gambino to enter into contract with Williamson Law Book Company for this agreement.
Upon roll call vote, Earl, aye, Hochadel, aye, Montgomery, aye, Morrell, aye, Gambino, aye.  So resolved, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
The Supervisor stated that the next resolution is for the Assessor to attend a training session.  The following resolution, to be known as Resolution #31 of 2015, was then moved for adoption on a motion by Hochadel, seconded by Montgomery: 
RESOLUTION #31 - 2015

APPROVAL FOR ASSESSOR TO ATTEND NYSAA SEMINAR

 ON ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATION 

WHEREAS, continuing education classes are needed for Assessors’ and are mandated by NYS Law, and 
WHEREAS, the Sardinia Town Board recognizes the need for continuing education and its benefit to the town, and
WHEREAS, the cost of this particular seminar would be $271.50 a day (requesting 3 days) plus a registration fee of $175.00 and mileage, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sardinia Town Board hereby approves the attendance of Thelma Hornberger for the NYSAA Seminar on Assessment Administration in Ellenville, NY on October 4 to October 7 2015 and the costs of $271.50 for three days ($814.50), plus $175.00 registration fee and mileage.

Upon roll call vote, Earl, aye, Hochadel, aye, Montgomery, aye, Morrell, aye, Gambino, aye.  So resolved, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Supervisor Gambino stated that the last resolution is for a budget transfer within the 2015 General Fund Budget.  The following resolution, to be known as Resolution #32 of 2015, was then moved for adoption on a motion by Morrell, seconded by Hochadel:
APPROVAL OF FUND TRANSFER

WHEREAS, the Town of Sardinia Board approves the following transfer of funds:

TRANSFER FROM                  

AMOUNT                
   TRANSFER TO___

A7140.440 Playground – Playground  Exp. 

$2124.70

A7180.200 Special Recreation Equip
Upon roll call vote, Earl, aye, Hochadel, aye, Montgomery, aye, Morrell, aye, Gambino, aye.  So resolved, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
Attorney for the Town David DiMatteo noted that it is now time to be working on the 2016 Town Budget.  He stated that the State has placed a tax cap of 2.5% on the amount that taxes can be raised by municipalities, and stated that since the Town does not have a Fire Contract in place, and does not know what the amount will be for next year’s budget, nor does it need to be in place to set a budget figure, the Town Board should seriously consider the adoption of a Tax Cap Override Local Law to have in place in the event that any amount of tax need be levied.  He stated that most Counties are now passing an annual law to override the tax cap, as a precaution.  Mr. DiMatteo explained that the 2.5% cap actually amounts to only .73%, and the penalties from the State for going over the cap are severe, so they adopt the Local Law annually, just in case they need to raise taxes at all.  He also reminded the Board that even $1.00 would amount to a 100% tax increase for the Town, since they currently have zero taxes.  He gave the Board a draft Local Law to override the tax cap, and stated it would need to be adopted by 60% of the Board by November, and suggested that the Board schedule a Public Hearing on the Local Law for the October meeting, in order to have everything in place, as a precaution.  After brief discussion, on a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel, the Town Board scheduled a Public Hearing on proposed Local Law #2 of 2015, the Tax Cap Override Law, for October 8, 2015, at 6:15 PM.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
On a motion by Gambino, seconded by Earl, the Board moved into Executive Session at 7:31 PM to discuss Fire District contract negotiations,  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
On a motion by Earl, seconded by Hochadel, the Board resumed the regular session at 8:12 PM.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.
There being no further business to come before the Board, on a motion by Hochadel, seconded by Earl, the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.  Carried, 5 ayes, 0 noes.










Respectfully Submitted,










Town Clerk

