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A ugust means that the Erie County Fair is 
coming soon and you all need to attend 
Veteran’s Day on Sunday August 16. Sev-
eral activities will take place that day and 

veterans are admitted FREE. Check the local pa-
pers for exact times.  
 
Articles this month cover veteran burials, Arlington 
Cemetery and the Missing in America Program. 
Many people are not aware that thousands of vet-
eran remains are stored in funeral home base-
ments around WNY and the country. This program 
is meant to find them and provide a proper burial 
for those who served this nation.  
 
On Monday July 20, 2009 we started our new radio 
show called; The Veterans Radio Show on Home-
town WECK 1230 AM and www.weck1230.com The 
show is about Information – Advocacy – Action 
relating to veteran and military issues. At this time 
we are on the air every other Monday at 11:00 AM 
EST and the next show will be August 3, 2009. 
Please tune in on your radio or PC and support this 
show by veterans for veterans.  
 
Please distribute this newsletter to your email dis-
tribution list. Anyone who would like to receive this 
each month can email me at 
patrick.welch@erie.gov 
 
Remember my mantra: “If you do NOTHING, 
then someday when you need the VA, then NOTH-
ING is just what you may get.” © 

 

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT 
VETERAN RECOVERY PROGRAM 

 
 
The Missing in America Project was initiated nationwide in 
January 2007.  Its intention is to locate, identify and inter the 
unclaimed cremains of American veterans. 
 

“You served your country through a war, or 
through peacetime.  You expected to re-
ceive a military burial, recognition by our 
government of your commitment to our great 
country.  You expected to have honor and 
respect paid to you as a result of your ser-
vice to our great country.  Instead, you 
reside on a shelf in a mortuary or a storage 
facility at a crematorium.” 

 
PHASE ONE 
The initial focus of the 
MIA Project will be a 
massive, nation-wide 
effort to locate, iden-
tify and inter the un-
claimed remains of 
forgotten veterans. 
This task will be exe-
cuted through the 
combined, cooperative 
efforts of members of 
the American Legion, 
other volunteer service 
and veteran organizations, local Funeral 
Homes, State Funeral Commissions, State and 
National Veterans Administration Agencies, 
and the State and National Veterans Cemetery 
Administrations. Local, state and national laws 
must be followed in the identification, claiming 
process and proper interment of the unclaimed 
remains of forgotten veterans.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

mailto:patrick.welch@erie.gov
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This will be a lengthy project and will require 
many man-hours to ensure that the organiza-
tion has done our utmost to discover every 
forgotten veteran and procure each a dignified 
resting place. This will also be a labor of love, a 
task of redemption, for a debt of service that 
can never be repaid. 
 
SECOND STAGE 
The second phase of the MIA Project will be the 
creation of a network of individuals working 
with local Funeral Homes, State, and National 
Agencies to ensure that, from now on, the cre-
mated remains of any unclaimed veteran will be 
identified, claimed and interred in a timely man-
ner. This will be an ongoing project and will 
most likely be a cooperative effort between 
many voluntary service organizations.  
 
The Missing in America Project (MIAP) is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 Non-profit Corporation.  Our inten-
tion is to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed 
cremains of American veterans. The Missing in 
America Project was launched nationwide in Janu-
ary, 2007.  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
THE PURPOSE OF THE MIA PROJECT 

 
• to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cre-

mated remains of American veterans through 
the joint efforts of private, state and federal 
organizations.  

 
• to provide honor and respect to those who 

have served this country by securing a final 
resting place for these forgotten heroes. 

 
  www.miap.us 

 
 
 

Taps, sounded at funerals by the U.S. military, was composed in July of 1862 by Brigadier 
General Daniel Butterfield of the Union Army.  It was also sometimes known as “Butterfield’s 
Lullaby” or by the lyrics of its second verse, “Day is Done.” 

 
 

Fading light dims the sight,  
And a star gems the sky,  
    Gleaming bright.  
From afar drawing nigh,      
    Falls the night. 
 
Day is done, gone the sun, 
From the lake, From the hills,  
    From the sky. 
All is well, safely rest, 
    God is nigh. 
 
Then good night, Peaceful night, 
Till the light of the dawn 
    Shineth bright, 
God is near, do not fear, 
  Friend, good night. 
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  BATH NATIONAL CEMETERY 
 

By Sergio R. Rodriguez  
Deputy Director,  Erie County Veterans Service Agency  

 
 
Ever wonder what happens after a veteran dies?  I sure have.  I’ve often wondered what 
the process is and how it works.  This month, we will be addressing veterans burial bene-
fits.  We also had the privilege of visiting the National Cemetery in Bath, New York and in-
terview its director, Walter “Skip” Barody.   
 
While in the area for a recent County Service Officers meeting in Bath, NY, our Service Offi-
cer Alyssa Gingerich and I took a trip down the road to the Bath National Cemetery.  Our 
experience at the Bath National Cemetery was breathtaking.  The sight of thousands upon 
thousands of perfectly aligned headstones representing our fallen heroes humbled both of 
us while we walked amidst their presence.  The headstones’ symmetry evoked memories of 
platoon formations often found at military bases all across our nation.  It’s somehow fitting 
that, even in death, the soldier’s obedience to formation guidelines is maintained.  Yet, I 
wondered, how are we doing with respect to obeying our promise of a proper and respect-
ful burial mindful of the dignity that they have earned while they sacrificed their lives for 
our country?  What is the process? 
 
Well, for starters, a burial in a national cemetery is generally available to all service mem-
bers and veterans who have served a minimum duty requirement and have been dis-
charged under conditions other than dishonorable.  Other than a Report of Separation (DD 
Form 214), no special form is needed to request a burial at one of the 130 national ceme-
teries that are spread across 39 states and Puerto Rico.  The funeral home is generally re-
sponsible for contacting the national cemetery to make arrangements once the burial be-
comes necessary.  Nearly 1,800 veterans die each day, and only about 10 percent of those 
are buried in a national cemetery. 
 
For Buffalonians, the nearest national cemetery is located in Bath, NY.  A drive to the Bath 
National Cemetery is over two hours long, forcing many of our local veteran to be buried in 
a private cemetery instead. This option saddles the survivors with unnecessary expenses at 
a time when our economy continues its downward slide toward a point of, seemingly, no 

return.  Worse, some simply cannot afford it, leaving 
some veterans’ remains unaccounted for.  Other veter-
ans are indigent and have no one to arrange for the 
benefits that they have earned.  Yes, this means that 
many of our veterans go without a proper burial.  A 
dignified burial.  A burial worthy of their commitment 
and sacrifice.  For this reason, the Erie County Veter-
ans Service Agency currently provides burials to veter-
ans who are indigent.  For now, we’ll head over for an 
interview with Walter “Skip” Baroody, the dedicated 
director of the Bath, NY National Cemetery. 
 

 
 
          (Continued on Page 4) 
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Meeting with “Skip” 
 
When we ran into “Skip”, he was riding a golf cart that he uses to travel across the grounds of 
the cemetery.  Walter “Skip” Baroody served three years in the Army - from 1972 to 1975 - and 
was stationed in Germany during the Vietnam War.  After leaving the service and returning 
home, Skip put in an application to become a caretaker at the local Bath, NY National Cemetery 
and has been working there now for 37 years.  He has been its director for the past four years.  
Skip has the very special job of honoring the veterans and their families. 
 
The cemetery in Bath has been around since 1867 and was formally integrated with the VA’s Na-
tional Cemetery Administration in 1973.  There is currently no waiting period at the Bath ceme-
tery and they provide services such as full interment burials (caskets), in-ground cremation and a 
“scatter ground” (the veteran’s ashes are scattered and a memorial stone is provided noting the 
veteran’s wishes).   Mr. Baroody notes that the scatter ground is a fairly new service and has 
been available to veterans for about 10 or 12 years.  To maintain a uniformed appearance, only 
government headstones and markers are accepted at the national cemeteries.  Additionally, 
every head stone’s grass is trimmed once a week. A head stone is usually received 17-25 days 
after being ordered and is put on the graves approximately 5 days later.  A normal grave site oc-
cupies about 5 x 10 feet of space. There is enough space available at the Bath national cemetery 
for roughly the next 10 to 15 years and there is additional room for expansion. 
 
The Bath National Cemetery averages about one burial each day.  This cemetery is relatively 
small when compared to others.  Bigger cemeteries can have as much as 40-80 burials per day 
and have a full-time Honor Guard unit.  Although the Bath cemetery does not have its own 
Honor Guard, there is an Army satellite office nearby that is responsible for providing these ser-
vices.  Honor is always given to the veterans and they’re never rushed.  The majority of workers 
are veterans and you can rest assured that the departed are well-taken care of at these national 
cemeteries.  “About a third of the burials come from the Buffalo region” says Skip.  The rest, he 
tells us, is made up of locals, those who come from Ithaca, NY and even North Pennsylvania na-
tives. Qualifying veterans, their spouses and dependent children under the age of 18 can be bur-
ied free of charge at any of the VA national cemeteries. 
 
Customer service is the number one priority at the Bath national cemetery.  They make no dis-
tinction between those whom they are tasked to serve.  “Indigent vets don’t just get put in a 
hole” says Skip, “They receive full honor service and same respect that any other veteran would 
get”.  There are approximately 3,500 people buried at this cemetery and Skip still gets emotional 
every time a new veteran finds his or her way here: “If I still didn’t get that feeling, this wouldn’t 
be the place for me.” 
 
Skip is looking forward to some new renovations taking place 
around the cemetery, as roads will be redone, a new pavement 
will be added and gutters will be updated.  There’s also a new 
storage building being built for equipments.  There is a Memo-
rial Day event held there each year so please be on the look 
out for it.    “I would like people to visit and learn that a na-
tional cemetery is not a pauper’s grave” says Skip, “It’s an 
honor. The price of freedom.  You can see it in this cemetery.”  
And indeed you can.  Indeed you can.   
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A rlington Mansion and 200 acres of ground imme-
diately surrounding it were designated officially as 
a military cemetery June 15, 1864, by Secretary 
of War Edwin M. Stanton.  

 
More than 300,000 people are buried at Arlington Ceme-
tery.  Veterans from all the nation's wars are buried in the 
cemetery, from the American Revolution through the Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  Pre-Civil War dead were reinterred after 
1900.  
 
The federal government dedicated a model community for 
freed slaves, Freedman's Village, near the current Memo-
rial Amphitheater, Dec. 4, 1863. More than 1,100 freed 
slaves were given land by the government, where they 
farmed and lived during and after the Civil War. They 
were turned out in 1890 when the estate was repurchased 
by the government and dedicated as a military installation.  
 
In Section 27, are buried more than 3,800 former slaves, 
called "Contrabands" during the Civil War. Their head-
stones are designated with the word "Civilian" or "Citizen."  
 
Arlington National Cemetery and Soldiers Home National 
Cemetery are administered by the Department of the 
Army. All other National Cemeteries are administered by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, or the National Park 
Service.  
 
Arlington House (Custis-Lee Mansion) and the grounds in 
its immediate vicinity are administered by the National 
Park Service.  
 
The flags in Arlington National Cemetery are flown at half-
staff from a half hour before the first funeral until a half 
hour after the last funeral each day. Funerals are normally 
conducted five days a week, excluding weekends.  
 
With more than 300,000 people buried, Arlington National 
Cemetery has the second-largest number of people buried 
of any national cemetery in the United States. Arlington 
National Cemetery conducts approximately 6,400 burials 
each year.  
The Tomb of the Unknowns is one of the more-visited 
sites at Arlington National Cemetery The Tomb is made 
from Yule marble quarried in Colorado. It consists of 
seven pieces, with a total weight of 79 tons. The Tomb 

was completed and opened to the public April 9, 1932, at 
a cost of $48,000.  
 
THREE UNKNOWN SERVICEMEN ARE BURIED AT THE TOMB OF THE 
UNKNOWNS:  
 
• Unknown Soldier of World War I, interred Nov. 11, 

1921. President Harding presided.  
• Unknown Soldier of World War II, interred May 30, 

1958. President Eisenhower presided.  
• Unknown Soldier of the Korean Conflict, interred May 

30, 1958. President Eisenhower presided, Vice Presi-
dent Nixon acted as next of kin.  

• An Unknown Soldier of the Vietnam Conflict, interred 
May 28, 1984. President Reagan presided. The re-
mains of the Vietnam Unknown were disinterred May 
14, 1998, and were identified as those of Air Force 1st 
Lt. Michael J. Blassie, whose family has reinterred him 
near their home in St. Louis, Mo. It has been deter-
mined that the crypt at the Tomb of the Unknowns 
that contained the remains of the Vietnam Unknown 
will remain empty.)  

 
The Tomb of the Unknowns is guarded by the U.S. Army 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The 3rd U.S. Infantry 
(The Old Guard) began guarding the Tomb April 6, 1948.  
 
In addition to in-ground burial, Arlington National Ceme-
tery also has one of the larger columbariums for cremated 
remains in the country. Seven courts are currently in use, 
with over 38,500 niches.  
 
When construction is complete, there will be nine courts 
with a total of over 60,000 niches; capacity for more than 
100,000 remains. Any honorably discharged veteran is 
eligible for inurnment in the columbarium.  

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY FACTS 
from www.arlingtoncemetery.org 
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A good indication on the likelihood a bill of being forwarded to the House or Senate for passage and 
subsequently being signed into law by the President is the number of cosponsors who have signed 
onto the bill.  Here are a few pieces of legislation introduced in the 111th Congress to date that are 
of interest to the non-active duty veteran community.   
 
For more information on any of these, go to http://thomas.loc.gov 
 
(Senate) S.535: SBP DIC Offset Elimination.  
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities 
under the Survivor Benefit Plan by veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other 
purposes. Companion Bill H.775. 
Sponsor: Sen. Nelson, Bill [FL] (introduced 3/5/2009)      Cosponsors (48)  
Committees: Senate Armed Services  
Latest Major Action: 3/5/2009 Referred to Senate committee.  
Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.  
 
(House) H.R.775: Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act  
A bill to repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan to 
offset the receipt of veterans dependency and indemnity compensation.  Companion Bill S.535. 
Sponsor: Rep Ortiz, Solomon P. [TX-27] (introduced 1/28/2009)      Cosponsors (260)  
Committees: House Armed Services  
Latest Major Action: 2/17/2009 Referred to House subcommittee.  
Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.  
 
(House) H.R.2254: The Agent Orange Equity Act  
A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to clarify presumptions relating to the exposure of cer-
tain veterans who served in the vicinity of the Republic of Vietnam. 
Sponsor: Rep Filner, Bob [CA-51] (introduced 5/5/2009)      Cosponsors (79)  
Committees: House Veterans' Affairs  
Latest Major Action: 5/8/2009 Referred to House subcommittee.  
Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 
 

Voice your opinion by writing to House members through this link:   
https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml 
 
Write to Senators through this link:  http://www.senate.gov/ 
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PTSD DEMENTIA RISK 
 

A study reported 12 JUL that Veterans diag-
nosed with post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) have a significantly higher risk of devel-
oping dementia compared with veterans who 
don't have the disorder, Using data from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs National Patient 
Care Database, scientists from the University of 
California-San Francisco analyzed files of 
181,093 veterans ages 55 and older without de-
mentia from 1997 to 2000. The mean age at the 
start of the study was 68, and 97% were male.  
 
During the follow-up period from 2001 to 2007, 
the researchers learned that 53,155 veterans 
were diagnosed with dementia or cognitive im-
pairment. Veterans who had post-traumatic 
stress developed dementia at a rate of 10.6% 
over seven years, while those who didn't have 
the disorder had a rate of 6.6%, the researchers 
reported.  
 
The researchers reported their findings at the 
International Conference on Alzheimer's Disease 
in Vienna. "The results are not surprising," says 
Robert Wilson, neuropsychologist in the Alz-
heimer's Disease Center at Rush University Medi-
cal Center. "Our thinking is that things like PTSD 
or chronic anxiety or depression don't cause de-
mentia themselves but may make us more vul-
nerable to it." Other research results presented 
at the Alzheimer's conference included: 
 
• Two separate studies evaluate the influence 

of DHA (an omega 3 fatty acid) supplements 
on brain health. The first study, which was 
government-funded, looks at DHA supple-
mentation in patients with mild to moderate 
Alzheimer's and finds that the supplements 
offered no cognitive benefits to patients. The 
other, sponsored by a DHA maker, Martek 
Biosciences Corp., suggests supplements 
may help in healthy older adults who have 
mild memory loss. 

• Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
scientists find that moderate alcohol intake 

(one to two drinks a day) 
is linked to a 37% lower 
risk of dementia in pa-
tients with normal cogni-
tion at baseline, not those 
who already have cogni-
tive impairment. 

• University of Connecticut 
scientists report that in an 
online study of 676 adults, 
many don't know the risk 
factors for dementia: 61% 
incorrectly believe there is no link between 
dementia and the cardiovascular risk factors 
obesity and high blood pressure; 66% do not 
know high stress is a risk factor; and 38% 
are unaware exercise protects against de-
mentia. 

• The number of people who have Alzheimer's 
disease and dementia is increasing among 
the "oldest old," those over 80, Italian re-
searchers report. The finding contradicts ob-
servational studies that suggested the num-
ber of people with dementia levels off and 
perhaps drops late in life. 
 
[Source: USA TODAY Mary Brophy Marcus article 12 
Jul 09 ++] 

 

DEMENTIA  
 

Dementia describes a group of symptoms that 
are caused by changes in brain function. It is a 
problem that makes it hard for a person to re-
member, learn and communicate. After a while, 
this makes it hard for the person to take care of 
himself or herself. Dementia is caused by the 
destruction of brain cells. A head injury, a 
stroke, a brain tumor or a problem like Alz-
heimer's disease can damage brain cells. Some 
people have a family history of dementia.  
Symptoms may include asking the same ques-
tions repeatedly; becoming lost in familiar 
places; being unable to follow directions; getting 
disoriented about time, people, and places; and 
neglecting personal safety, hygiene, and nutri-
tion.  

sianemma.com/page4.htm 

http://sianemma.com/page4.htm
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People with dementia lose their abilities at differ-
ent rates. It is caused by many conditions. Some 
can be reversed, and others cannot. The two 
most common forms of dementia in older people 
are Alzheimer’s disease and multi-infarct demen-
tia (sometimes called vascular dementia). These 
types of dementia are irreversible, which means 
they cannot be cured. Reversible conditions with 
symptoms of dementia can be caused by a high 
fever, dehydration, vitamin deficiency and poor 
nutrition, bad reactions to medicines, problems 
with the thyroid gland, or a minor head injury.  
 
Medical conditions like these can be serious and 
should be treated by a doctor as soon as possi-
ble. Sometimes older people have emotional 
problems that can be mistaken for dementia. 
Feeling sad, lonely, worried, or bored may be 
more common for older people facing retirement 
or coping with the death of a spouse, relative, or 
friend. Adapting to these changes leaves some 
people feeling confused or forgetful. Emotional 

problems can be eased by supportive friends 
and family, or by professional help from a doctor 
or counselor.  
 
In multi-infarct dementia, a series of small 
strokes or changes in the brain’s blood supply 
may result in the death of brain tissue. The loca-
tion in the brain where the small strokes occur 
determines the seriousness of the problem and 
the symptoms that arise. Symptoms that begin 
suddenly may be a sign of this kind of dementia.  
 
People with multi-infarct dementia are likely to 
show signs of improvement or remain stable for 
long periods of time, then quickly develop new 
symptoms if more strokes occur. In many people 
with multi-infarct dementia, high blood pressure 
is to blame. One of the most important reasons 
for controlling high blood pressure is to prevent 
strokes.  
 
[Source: National Institute on Aging 7 May 06 ++] 
 

FLAG PRESENTATION 
 

Presentation of the flag during a ceremony should be preceded by a brief talk emphasizing the im-
portance of the occasion. Following the presentation all present should salute the flag, recite the 
pledge of allegiance, and sing the national anthem. For additional info on flag issues refer to 
www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/misc/ourflag/titlepage.htm 
  
Folding -Two persons, facing each other, hold the 
flag waist high and horizontally between them.  
• The lower striped section is folded, lengthwise, over 

the blue field. Hold bottom to top and edges together 
securely. Fold the flag again, lengthwise, folded edge 
to open edge.  

• A triangular fold is started along the length of the 
flag, from the end to the heading by bringing the 
striped corner of the folded edge to meet the open 
edge.  

• The outer point is turned inward parallel with the 
open edge, forming a second triangle.  

• Repeat the triangular folding until the entire length of 
the flag is folded.  

• When the flag is completely folded only the trian-
gular blue field should be visible.  
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(Flag Presentation continued) 
 
Care - The life of your flag depends on your care. Dirt can cut fabrics, dull 
colors, and cause wear. Most outdoor flags can be washed in mild detergent 
and thoroughly rinsed. Indoor and parade flags should be dry-cleaned. Many 
dry cleaners offer free cleaning of U.S. flags during the months of June and 
July. Damaged flags can be repaired and utilized as long as the overall dimen-
sions are not noticeably altered. American Legion Posts and local governments 
often have facilities to dispose of unserviceable flags. Store your flags in a well 
ventilated area away from any harsh chemicals or cleaning compounds. If 
your flag gets wet, never store it until it is completely dry. Wet folds cause 
permanent creases. Dampness ruins fabric and causes mildew. Pole care is 
also related to flag care. Rust and scale cause permanent stains and some 
metallic oxides actually eat holes in fabric. 
 
Sizes - The size of the flag is determined by the exposed height of the flag-
pole from which it is flying. The only consideration is for the flag to be in 
proper proportion to its pole. Flags which fly from angled poles on homes and 
those which are displayed on standing poles in offices and other indoor dis-
plays are usually either 3' x 5' or 4' x 6'. Color guards usually carry flags meas-
uring 4' x 6'. Other recommended sizes are shown in the following table: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Flagpole Height  

(ft.) 

 
Flag Size  

(ft.) 
20 4 x 6 
25 5 x 8 
40 6 x 10 
50 8 x 12 
60 10 x 15 
70 12 x 18 
90 15 x 25 
125 20 x 30 
200 30 x 40 
250 40 x 50 
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The Western New York Connection… 
         Charles A. Orr 

The President, in the name of Congress, 
has awarded more than 3,400 Medals of 
Honor to our nation's bravest Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast 
Guardsmen since the decoration's crea-
tion in 1861 
http://www.history.army.mil/moh.html 
 

Other Medal of Honor winners who are buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo: 
 

 

Links to their citations and photos of their gravesites 
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/cemeteries/ny_bb.html#Buffalo 

Smith, Willard M. USMC Photo 

Farquhar, John McGreath Army Photo 

Kaiser, John Army Photo 

Love, George Maltby Army Photo 

McVeane (McVean), John P. Army Photo 

Sagelhurst (Segelhurst), John Army Photo 

Schmal, George William Army Photo 

Charles A. Orr, a Civil War Congressional Medal of Honor Re-
cipient, served as a Private in the Union Army in Company G, 
187th New York Infantry.  
 
He was awarded the Medal of Honor for action on October 
27, 1864 at Hatcher's Run, Virginia.  
 
His citation reads "This soldier and two others, voluntarily 
and under fire, rescued several wounded and helpless sol-
diers." (bio by: Don Morfe) 
 
He is buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=46561748
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwq/smith_willard.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_pz/smith_willard_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwa/farquhar.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_af/farquhar_john_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwh/kaiser.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_go/kaiser_john_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwh/love.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_go/love_george_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwh/mcveane.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_go/mcveane_john_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwq/sagelhurst.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_pz/sagelhurst_john_ny.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/citations_1862_cwq/schmal.html
http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/pages_pz/schmal_george_ny.html
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The August 2009 Veterans 
Advocate of the Month  
is our newsletter’s editor 

Judy Ehman.   

 

J udy came to work with us 
through the Retired Senior 
Volunteers Program of Erie 
County.  As a former busi-

ness teacher with the Niagara 
Falls City School District, she 
wanted to utilize her computer 
skills to do something to  support 
those who have given so much 
for their country. 

She has been editing this news-
letter since its inception in May 
of 2008.  “I really enjoy working 
with Patrick, Alyssa, Sergio, and 
the other volunteers.  I respect 
and admire what they do for vet-
erans on a daily basis,” Judy 
says, “and I want to thank them 
for giving me this recognition.” 

August 2009 
Veterans Advocate of the Month— 

Judy Ehman 

Left to right:  Alyssa Gingerich, Patrick Welch, Judy Ehman, fellow volun-
teer Mary Wood, Sergio Rodriquez 
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Mission Statement of Erie County Veterans Services 

 
To insure that every veteran in the county is registered in the VA System and is fully 
aware of all the benefits that they have earned.  
  
To make veterans an economic force in education, employment and business 
development. 

Erie County Veterans Services 
 
• Patrick Welch 
 Director 
• Sergio Rodriguez 

Deputy Director 
• Alyssa Gingerich 
 Assistant Service Officer 
• Judy Ehman, RSVP Volunteer and 

Newsletter Editor 

 

Contact us at: 
 

Erie County Veterans Service 
Agency  

Rath Building - Suite 1254  
95 Franklin St.  

Buffalo, NY 14202  
PH:   716.858.6363 
Fax: 716.858.6191  

http://www.erie.gov/veterans/ 

 
IT TAKES THE COURAGE AND 
STRENGTH OF A WARRIOR TO 

ASK FOR HELP... 
 
 
 

If you're in an emotional crisis,  
call 1-800-273-TALK (Press "1" for Veterans) 

www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
 
 

 
McCrae's "In Flanders Fields" remains to this day one of the 
most memorable war poems ever written. It is a lasting legacy 
of the terrible battle in the Ypres salient in the spring of 1915.  
 

In Flanders Fields  
 

By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918)  
Canadian Army  

 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses row on row,  

That mark our place; and in the sky  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly  

Scarce heard amid the guns below.  
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago  
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie  

In Flanders fields.  
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  
If ye break faith with us who die  

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders fields.  

 


